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(b) if so, whether Government have 
enquired whether this Soviet Naval base 
is for the security of the countries 
bordering on the Indian Ocean? 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI M. C. CHAGLA): (a) 
No, Sir. The Government are not aware 
of a Soviet naval base in the Indian 
Ocean in or near Zanzibar. 

(b) Does not arise. 

 

t [MILITARY ALLIANCE 

♦319. SHRI RAM SAHAl: Will the 
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be 
pleased to state; 

(a) whether it is a fact that Turkey, 
Jordan, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan 
propose to form a new military alliance; 

(b) if so, what are the names of Other 
countries behind this move?] 

 

 
UTHE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH): (a) 
and (b) There has been some newspaper 
speculation about attempts by certain 
West Asian and Arab countries to form 
some kind of a grouping, but enquiries 
have revealed that no such grouping is in 
the offing except that Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan, Iran, and one or two other 
countries have proposed the holding of 
an Islamic Summit, but not much 
progress has been made in this direction.] 

ISLAMIC  ECONOMIC    BLOC 

*320.   SHRI CHITTA BASU: 
SHRI N. SRI RAMA REDDY: 
SHRI  D.   THENGARI: SHRI 
V. M. CHORDIA: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Government of India 
are aware of the recent moves of Pakistan 
to sponsor economic block of Muslim 
countries and sustained bid of enlisting 
support of religioua leaders on Kashmir 
issue; and 

(b) if so, what steps the Government 
of India propose to take to counter this 
move? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH):     
(a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) India's stand on Kashmir is being 
explained through various means 
available to the Government. 


