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SHR] ANNASAHIB SHINDE: I will
try to look into this.

NON-AVAILABILITY OF RIcE m RaTION
Sgors

»13. Sz T. V. ANANDAN: Will
the Minister of FOOD anp AGRICUL~

TURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact thet rice
was not available in the ration shops
throughout the country and especially
in the Madras city for 15 days in the
month of January, 1967;

(b) it so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) what arrangements have been
made by Government to supply rice
regularly to the ration shops?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT AND COOPERATION (SHRI
ANNASAMIB SHINDE): (a) There
wag some reduction in the quantum of
rice supply in the ration in Madras
and Calcutta during January but it
is not correct to say that rice was not
available in the ration shops, especially
in Madras. Supplies in other statu-
torily rationed arems were normal.

(b) Non-availability of stocks with
Government mainly caused by delay
in local procurement.

(¢) Madras does not depend on
Central allocation for rice. They have
stepped up their local procurement
and do not expect any more difficulty
in supplying the rice ration in full. In
West Bengal, procurement has not yet
gained momentum but the Govern-
ment of India have arranged to supply
some substantial qQuantity of rice
mainly from Orissa.

SHRI T. V. ANANDAN: The answer
to part (b) of the question does not
disclose the fact. I am in Madras,
and not only I but also other citizens
of Madras suffered for over a fortnight
to get rice from thgq mation shops.
But hers the hon. Minister says that
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the issue of rice was not entirely @e-
nied but that there was some delay in
distribution. It is not so. But did
the hon. Minister make any arrange-
ment to fhd the reasons for non-
distribution in the ration shops and
why no particle of Tice was available
to the citizens in the ration shops?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: I did
not say that the Madras population
did not experience any difficulty. I
actually admitted that some difficulty
was experienced by the Madrag popu=
lation, but, as I have already stated,
the Madras scheme does not depend
on supplies from the Centre. In fact
it depends vn local procurement, and
due to some factors, climate and
otherwise, there was delay in the har-
vesting of the paddy crop. More-
over, the procurement work also
suffered because most of the vfficials
of the Revenue Department were
busy with election work. There was
some dislocation to & certain extent,
but now the original position has been
Testored and the supplies are pormal.

SHRI P, K. KUMARAN: It is re-
ported in the press that the Govern-
ment of Madras has discovered large
quanitities of rice which have been
hidden by some people. The Minister
stated that due to conditions of cli-
mate and other things they could noi
do it before. May I know whether
the climate has changed now

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE. Wha$
I submitted was 'this that this year
the harvest was a little bit less than
the normal season and that it may bae
due to climatit! reasong. Now thm
original position has been restored. In
order to help the Madras Government,
as 1 have ajready submitted, we ac-
tually loaned 10,000 tonnes of rice
from Andhra Pradesh under the con-
dition that when sufficient quantities
were availabla to the Madras Govern«
ment they should supply ta Kerala.

SHRI T. V. ANANDAN: Is it not €
fact that when tha people there wers
suffering for want of rice the wheat
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portion of the ration was also taken
away to be distributed in Bihar?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: I am
not prepared to agree with the con-
tention of the hon. Member.
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*14. SHRI V. M. CHORDIA: Wwill
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the increase
which was effected in the prices of
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vegetable ghee during the monthe of
January and February 1967, and

(b) the reasons for the increase i»
price?]
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t[ ] English translation.



