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THE MINISTER OF STEEL, MINES 

AND METALS (DR. M. CHANNA 
REDDY): (a) The production of lead metal 
during 1965-66 was 2,533 tonnes There was 
no production of zinc metal in the country. 
However, 8,909 tonnes of zinc concentrates 
were produced. Of these, 2569 tonnes of 
concentrates were sent to Japan for smelting 
and in return 1,182 tonnes of zinc metal were 
received. 

(b)   and  (cj 

 

SHRI M. C SHAH: May I know whether 
any mvestigation has been carried out in 
diffeient parts of the country as to where 
these metals are available? Further, I would 
like to know whether any steps have been 
taken to increase production and, if so, what 
is th; actual increase in production  since the 
last three years? 

DR. M. CHANNA REDDY: Yes, Sir. In 
both the cases of exploring and of finding 
deposits in different parts of the country, steps 
are being taken by the Ministry. And in 
Rajasthan, the Zawar area is a very important 
place where we find these deposits in 
abundance. We have explored to the 
maximum possible extent and an Indian 
concern which was doing this business all 
these 3 ears, me itfetal Corporation, was 
finding it difficult to carry on for want of 
adequate finance, etc, so that the Government 
has taken it over and has converted it into the 
Hindustan Zinc Limited in the public sector 
and that is now taking the necessary steps. 
And we hope that by the third qujarter of thisi 
year we will go into production in that 
particular line. 

SHRI M. C. SHAH: May I know what was 
the imported quantity of these metals for the 
last three years and whether it is constantly 
increasing or decreasing? 

DR. M. CHANNA REDDY: About the 
quantities that are being explored, because 
they have not put up any smelter in this place 
we are trying to take them, smelt and prepare 
the concentrates and ultimately send to Japan 
to get back the metal. As I said 2,569 tonnes 
of concentrates were sent to Japan as against 
which we got 1,182 tonnes of metal. Simi-
larly, in the case of lead, attempts are being 
made, and we have a small smelter near 
Dhanbad in Bihar and we are using that 
smelter there. During the last two or three 
years, actually there has been an increase in 
the demand, in requirements; to that extent, 
we are trying to import and meet the 
requirements. 

SHRI SURESH J. DESAI: On the one 
hand, the zinc requirements of the country are 
rising and on the other, the necessary priority 
could not be given to zinc manufacture out of 
zinc concentrates because of the urgent 
requirements of other industries. May I know 
how the Government propose to meet the 
shortage which is developing in the manu-
facture of zinc? 

DR. M. CHANNA REDDY: The capacity 
of Hindustan Zinc 'Limited at the moment is 
18,000 tonnes which we hope to raise in due 
course to 40,000 or 50,000 tonnes. In addition 
to this, there is in the private sector a com-
pany, Messrs. Cominco-Binani Zinc Limited, 
in Kerala, which is already going into 
production, and in the first quarter of this year, 
in January, they had trial production. It is 
expected that 1,000 tonnes of metal will be 
produced during the first quarter and 3,500 
tonnes in the third quarter. Again, there is 
another proposal. The Hindustan Investment 
Corporation has applied with a proposal for a 
capacity of 30,000 tonnes and it is under 
examination by the Ministry. 
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SHRI M. C. SHAH: My question was, 

what is the quantity of imported metal during 
the last three years and whether that is 
constantly increasing or decreasing. That 
question is not replied to. 

DR. M. CHANNA REDDY: Imported 
metal? Naturally, as the demand is 
increasing, we are also increasing the 
imported quantity. If the hon. Member is 
interested in figures, I will give. 

SHRI M. C. SHAH: What is the imported 
quantity, 

DR. M. CHANNA REDDY: As far as zinc 
is concerned, in 1961-62, it was 65,377 
tonnes, in 1962-63 85,193 tonnes, in 1963-64 
84,208 tonnes, in 1964-65 71,187 tonnes and 
in 1965-66, 80,209 tonnes. 

 

 
SHRI P. K. KUMAR AN: May I know 

whether the proposal to set up a zinc 
smelting plant at Visakhapai-nam is given up 
and, if so, why? 

DR. M. CHANNA REDDY: EBl, the fact 
is that there was a proposal for a capacity of 
30,000 tonnes, which with Polish co-
operation was finalised, and most of the 
arrangement were also completed. But while 
preparing the Draft Fourth Five Year Plan, in 
view of the economic stringency and the 
limitations that we had, this particular 
proposal was dropped. 

tExEMPTioN TO COMPANIES FROM 
PROVISIONS OF COMPANY LAW 

*9. SHRI .JAGAT NARAIN; Will the 
Minister of INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS  be  pleased to  
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the industrial 
and commercial concerns (public and private 
undertakings) of Goa, Daman and Diu have 
been given exemption from the provisions of 
th« Company Law; 

•(-Transferred from the 20th March, 1967. 


