1165 Written Answers

amount of 2,70,000 Saud1 Riyals which
18 equal to nearly £ 22,500 as the thard
instalment of the aid to Pakistan
which was started during the Indo-
Pakistan conflict;

(b) the reported total amount of
money given as aid to Pakistan by
the said committee, and

(c) the reaction of the Government
of India 1in this matter?]
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+[THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI DINESH SINGH):
(a) Yes, Sir. Actually, the figure 1s
reported to be 2,73,000 Riyals

(b) A total sum of approximately
two million Saud; Riyals was reported
to have been collected and handed
over to the Pakistan Embassy in
Jeddah

(c) Government of India are un-
happy at the partisan approach shown
in this matter Strong representa-
tions were made both in Jeddah and

+[ 1 English translation
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through the Saudi Arabian Ambas-
sadot here, we were nformed by the
Saudi Aiabian au‘hor; ies that these
collections were made by a ‘non-
officiar’ body and no official credits
hag been extended to Pakistan in this
respect |

VACANCIES IN THE CADRE OF CIS

*166 SHRI NAND KISHORE
BHATT Will the Mimster of IN-
FORMATION AND BROADCASTING
be pleased to state

(a) whether there are number of
vacancies 1in the cadre of CIS even
after providing all the UPSC selected
candidates with regular posts, and

(b) 1if so, whether Government
would consider the absorption of Staff
Artistes—retrenched and those await-
ing retrenchment—in this cadre?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
RAJ BAHADUR) (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Some of the posts included .n
Grade IV of the Central Information
Seriice are currently held by peisons
engaged on contract basig as Staff
Artistes in AIR as a stop gap measure
pending  selection of candidates
through the UPSC These Staft
Artistes are not eligible for permanent
absorption in the Service under the
rules The question whether the
posts now occupied by them should
nnot be held in abevance till the Staft
Artistes concerned happen to vacate
them is under consideration,

TELUGU PROGRAMME FROM HYDERABAD
sTATION OoF AIR.

*187 SHRI P K KUMARAN:
Wil the Mrnister of INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING be pleased
to state,

(a) whether it 1s 5 fact that 5 com-
plaint hag been received regarding the
literary programme in Telugu broad-
cast from the Hyderabad station of



