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SHRI P. K. KUMARAN: May 1 know
since how many years these schools were
going on in tents and whether the Govern-
ment will take up the issue? It is a shameful
affair that our children should study in
tents in rain, in sun and in winter. The
question is whether the Government will
consider the question of postponing the
construction of posh hotels like the Akbar
Hotel and utilise the amount allotted for
constructing schools for the children?

SHRI M. C. CHAGLA: T agree that it
is a shameful thing. But when you have
no resources you have to put up with many
shameful things. But, as I have read the
figures, by the end of 1966-67, conly 11
buildings will be left to be covered by cons-
truction. That means only 12 schools will
be left in tents by the end of 1966-67.
We will try and sce that this phased pro-
gramme is finished at the end of 1968, at
the latest.

SHRI P. K. KUMARAN: Not phased
programme, but crash programme.

SHRI B. K. GAIKWAD: May I know
since when these schools are run in tents?

SHRI M. C. CHAGLA: I have not got
the date .

AN HON. MEMBER: For a long time.

SHRI M. C. CHAGLA: . . . but
the hon. Member knows that the popula-
lation increased so suddenly in Delhi.

SHRI B. K. P. SINHA: The funds at
the disposal of the Education Ministry
being limited, there are two ways in which
they can do the thing. By having a limited
member of schools housed in palatial
buildings you will have fewer schools and
fewer children studing in schools. You
can have modest buildings .

. MR. CHAIRMAN: What is the ques-
tion ?

SHRI B. K. P. SINHA: Out of these
two ways which way does the Government
prefer? You may have modest buildings at
a very large number of places where a very
large number of students can read. Which
of these two things does the Government
of India prefer? Students like Rajendra
Prasad, Bidhan Chandra Roy and Asutosh
Mukerjee read in institutions which had
thatched roofs.

.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: In the meantime,
Mr. Sinha, the Question Hour is over.
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T[PARTIAL CLOSURE oOF JUTE MiLLs 1N
CALCUTTA

1. SHRI R. P. KHETAN : Will the
Minister of COMMERCE be pleased to
state:

(2) Whether it is a fact that the Indian
Jute Mills Association have decided that
the Jute Mills in Calcutta would remain
closed for one week during a month; and

(b) if so, what action is being taken by
Government to avert the closure of the
Mills 7

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI M.
SHAFI QURESHI): (a) and (b) The
Indian Jute Mills Association propose
to have a block closure of all the jute mills
for a week in view of the acute shortage
of jute fibre. As a result of the block
closure, the industry expects that the con-
sumption of raw jute which is in short
supply will be reduced by 1-5 lakh bales,
The industry has been concerned that due
to extreme shortage of raw jute, the prices
of raw jute have shot up to a very high
level, that is, Rs. 17415 per quintal (Rs.
65 per maund), whereas the prices of jute
goods have not risen proportionately.
This is resulting in losses to the industry.

1 ] English translation,
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Due to severe failure of monsoon last
year, the 1965-66 jute and mesta crops
suffered sharp decline in production and
is now estitated at not more than 58/59
lakh bales, which shows a fall in raw jute
production by 17/18 lakh bales as compared
to 76 lakh bales of raw jute production in
1964-65. The industry started the July
1965-June 1966 season with a carry over
of 20-25 lakh bales as compared to 28-36
lakh bales at the end of June 1964, Due to
rising demand of jute goods abroad and
at home, the production of jute goods was
maintained at a very high level with a view
to satisfy the internal demand for jute goods
and the opportunities of increased foreign
exchange earnings from exports. The ex-
ports touched a record level of Rs. 184
crores in 1965 as compared to Rs. 161
crores in the previous year. Consequently,
the consumption of raw jute which stood
at 77 lakh bales in 1962-63 rose to 83 -80
lakh bales in 1964-65.

With a view to meet the gap between
demand and supply, the Government had
to permit since the middle of June 1965,
import of as much as 18 lakh bales of jute
and mesta cuttings from abroad costing
about Rs. 25 crores to Rs. 30 crores of
foreign exchange. Qut of this, the industiy
is likely to get about 14/15 lakh bales
mostly mesta from Thailand by the end of
June 1966.

In view of the continued tightness of the
raw jute supply position last year and
continuously increasing consuraption of
raw jute and the continuing dry spell in the
Eastern States of India and the limited
prospects of getting larger quantities of
raw jute from abroad, the jute industry
feels that the proposed block closure will
be more effective and less troublesome
to labour than a reductionor curtailment
in daily production.

At the present rate of consumption the
stock of raw jute with the mills at the end of
June 1966, is expected to be only of the
order of 11 lakh bales which is equal to
a little over seven weeks requirements as
against the minimum requirement at the end
of the season of 21 lakh bales equivalent
to 3 months consumption. Even with the
reduced stock of 7 weeks requirements there
is a serious problem of imbalance in grade-
wise and quantitywise availability of raw
jute for ditferent types of manufactures,
Earlier this vear 1t was hoped that a part
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of the new crop would arrive early by the
beginning of July and help in tiding over
the difficulties. Unfortunatcly this has not
materialised.

Due to continuing dry spell in all the
four Eastern Stales, the possibility of an
early crop is not visible due to lack of
rains and as there is thus a hikelihood of the
crop being less than 90 lakh bales which
was expected, raw jute prices have soared
up, as stated earher, to very high levels
that is Rs. 17415 per quintal (Rs. 5 per
maund) serious pricing out the jute goods
for exports as well as for home consump-
tion.

It is understood that jute mill workers and
Government of West Bengal also prefer
block closure to a cut in production. It
may be recalled that under similar condi-
tions of failure of rains and consequent
fall in production of raw jute in 1961, the
industry had to observe a block closure
of a total of two weeks in June and July
1961.

Having due regard to all these cons.dera-
tions, the Indian Jute Mills Association
has proposed that all its Member-Mills
should close for a period of one week.

The closure will affect all the 2,25000
workers now employed in the mills. The
workers will, however, be paid lay-off com-
pensation for the period of closure at the
rate of 50 per cent of the basic wages, 50
per cent of the dearness allowance and 50
per cent of the increased wage on the basis
of the Wage Boards recommendations under
the Industrial Disputes Act.

The proposal of the Indian Jute Mills
Association for block closure is under consi-
deration.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: It is rather a long '
reply to a Short Notice Question.
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The question is not very clear. Does it
pertain to the closure?
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SHRI ARJUN ARORA: Sir, the learned
Minister has given a long justification for
reduction in production but he has kept
quiet on the issue of prices. May I know,
Sir, if the Government, before sanctioning
closure of mills, will ensure that this closure
of mills for one week every month does
not enable the manufacturers to raise the
price of jute goods, and, secondly, will he
also ensure that the workers are regularly
paid the fay-off compensation?

SHRI M. SHAFI QURESHI: All 1
can say here is that it is the ultimate goal of
the Government to see that nobody is put

[RAJYA SABHA]
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| general elections in February next on the

issue of the right of secession; and

(b) whether the Government propose
to permit such propaganda by any politi-
cal party?

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS

{ (SHRI GULZARILAL NANDA): (a) Yes,

| Sir.

. (b) The Government are considering
| steps to prevent a person or a party from
making such propaganda.
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to hardship. The realisation that unless |

effective steps are taken before long, the Jute
industry will soon lose its position as the
largest foreign exchange earner, that realisa-
tion we have. In order that the jute industry
maintains its present form, we must see that
production is maintained, standards are
maintained, qualities are maintained and
prices are also maintained. But 1 can
remind my friend that the prices are rising
because of a shortfall in the production of
jute because of bad weather and as soon as
the weather improves the prices will auto-
matically come down. We are not happy
about these high prices because we have to
meet competition in the  international
market.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

STATEMENT BY MASTER TARA SINGH
»221. SHRI A. D. MANI: Will the

Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:
(a) whether Government's attention

has been drawn to a statement made by
Master Tara Singh in Ludhiana on the Sth
April, 1966 that his group will fight the
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+[PRINTING oF QUESTION PAPERS IN HINDI IN
THE DELHI UNIVERSITY

*222. SHRI D. THENGARI: Will the
Minister of EDUCATION be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that B.A. and B.
Com. students of the Dethi University
are allowed to answer question papers in
Hindi although the question papers might
be printed in English only; and

(b) if the reply to part (a) above be in
the affirmative, the reasons for not printing

the question papers both in Hindi and in
English 7]
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