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employees not knowing Hindi or English but
knowing only the regional language ? You
see, some Class IV railway employees at
Mehsana railway station were refused their
salaries because they had signed in Cujarati
instead of putting their thumb impression.
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BRINGING DOWN OF PASSENGER FARTS FROM
EXCFSS TO NORMAL LEVI!

+198. SHRI SUNDAR SINGH BHAN
DARI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS
be pleased to stale:

(a) the sections on the Indian Railways
where during the last two years passenger
fares have been brought down from excess
to the normal level and the basis on which
the fares were normalised; and

(b) when the passenger fares on the Fateh-
pur-C'huru Section of the Western Railway
will be brought down to the normal level?!
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f[THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THI
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (DR. RAM
SUBHAG SINGH): (a) During the last two

years the inflation in chargeable distance on
Gop-Katkola section of the Western Railway
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was withdrawn. This was done with effect
from 1-10-1965. The inflation was with-
drawn because the line had been yielding a
good return and was expected to yield a fair
return even without the inflation.

(b) It is extremely difficult to say. The
matter has been examined more than once |
ut the inflation is being continued bs :aus2
ih; financial results oi working lave so far
been poor. The position will continue to be
watched and action to reduce the inflation
or abolish it will te taken when the
circumstances warrant it. ]
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SHRIMATI C. AMMANNA RAJA: May
I know, Sir, whether such concessions will
be given to other lines also where the Rail-
ways are making good profits, or whether
any discrimination is made in this regard?

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: Yes, Sir.
Wherever the profits are satisfactory, where
the earnings are satisfactory the rates will be
changed. Actually there are 5 railway lines.
There is the Gop-Katkola line on the
Western Railway, the Raniwara-Bhildi lice
on the Northern Railway, the Fatehpur-
Churu line on Western Railway, the
Khandwa-Hingoli line on the Central Rail-
way and the Udaipur-Himmatnagar line on
the Western Railway. And there are the
Light Railway lines and also the Hill Sec-
tions on the Railways.
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DR. M. M. S. SIDDHU: May I know
from the hon. Minister whether they have
stipulated any time limit during which the
excess fare will be charged and after which

(hey will normalise it?

DR. RAM SUBHAO SINGH: The
general idea is that within ten years it can
be normalised, but if in any instance it conti-
nues to run at a loss then there will be a
somewhat difficult position. StilJ ten years
will be quite sufficient.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE: Sir,
the Railways are making huge profits and
the Railways' contribution to the General
Revenues is increasing year by year. Why
should be the railway lines taken piecemeal?
After all, the Railways are a utility service
and not a profiting concern.

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: About this,
in 1954 a policy announcement was made in
Parliament that wherever new railway lines
are to be constructed they will have to be
constructed on traffic justification but some
of these lines were constructed where there|
was not enough traffic justification and
therefore these inflated rates were introduced
and that is what is being adjusted. So there
should not be this idea of relating i the profits
earned by the Railways elsewhere with this
though, of course, we are fully sympathetig
towards the demand.

PRICES OF TRACTORS

*199. SHRI JAGATNARAIN: Will the
Minister of INDUSTRY be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government's attention has
been drawn to the big difference in the prices
of imported tractors and tractors indigenously i
manufactured;

(b) the proportion of the parts and com-
ponents imported and those indigenously
manufactured both in terms of bulk and
value; and

(c) the steps taken to bring down the
prices of Indian made tractors?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY (SHRI
BIBUDHENDRA MISRA): (a) to (c) A
statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT

(a) Yes, Sir. The indigenous tractors art
costlier than the imported ones.

(b) The average indigenous content of the
tractors at present manufactured is 50 to 55
percent in terms of c.i.f. value.

(c) Some of the factors accounting for
higher costs are the high cost of indigenous
materials and components, low output, ele-
ment of duties etc. Imported agricultural
tractors do not also attract basic custom*
duty unlike other machinery and equipment.
With in these limits, Government are explor-
ing all possibilities of reducing prices of trac-
tors. Government have given industrial
licences for expansion to existing units so as
to enhance output. Government have also
given high priority for release of foreign
exchange for import of raw materials,
components etc. so as to maximise utilisation
of existing capacity and thus reduce over-
heads. Government have taken similar steps
in regard to ancillaries etc. which are used
in tractors.
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"Some of the factors accounting for
higher costs are the high cost of indigenous
materials and components, low output,
element of duties etc. Imported agricultural
tractors do not also attract basic customs
duty unlike other machinery and
equipment. Within these limits.
Government are exploring all possibilities
of reducing prices of tractors."

TAAHT FAT ¥ U FT @
27 A AT AT N Wanw 3T @
#T IUA FH 2

f& srta A
AN A1 T HTHNTHA § URA Y
#T @ & 7 w1 AT AEd aae (6
AT OFEAIT T FT AW FA A

e 2o 7



