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T [DAMAGED FOODGRAINS]|

*636. SHRI B. N. BHARGAVA: Wilt the
Minister of FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION be pleased to stale tlie
quantity of damaged and deteriorated and
sub-standard foodgrains sold or kept apart in
the year 1965 in the country and the
financial loss incurred on account of it ]

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE): The information is being collect-
ed and will be laid on the Table of the
Sabha.
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: The
foodgrains are damaged generally during
transit by sea in ships, by trains and trucks
—and also due to storage.

[21 MAR. 1966]

F[ ] English translation.
[ }Hindi translation.

Co Questions 3808

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: Has the Govern-
ment's attention been drawn to a recent
advertisement in the press of the South,
particularly in Kerala, where tenders have
been called for the disposal of a very subs-
tantial quantity of damaged rice?

SHRI C. SUBRAMANIAM : Yes, Sir,
the hon. Member has drawn my attention to
that and I have called for facts with regard
to that.
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SHRI C. SUBRAMANIAN! : Yes, Sir;
representations have been received with
reference to Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Punjab that old gram is still available and it
is likely to get deteriorated. Arrangements
have been made to lift the slocks and
distribute them in the deficit areas.

PANDIT S. S. N. TANKHA: To what
extent have arrangements for storing grains
been improved in the country since the last
two or three years?

SHRI C. SUBRAMANIAM : As far as
Government grains are concerned, I find
from the statistics that there is considerable
improvement. Whereas during the past few
years the losses were 3 to 5 per cent., last
year they worked to a figure of only 2 per
cent. That shows considerable improvement
in the situation.
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SHRI C. SUBRAMANIAN!: Sir, it is due
to damage that these foodgrains become sab-
standard and when they become sub-
standard, they could either be used for cattle
feed or poultry feed or they could be used for
some industrial purposes. Therefore it is
classified as fit for human consumption,
unfit for human consumption but fit for
cattle feed and poultry feed and for indus-
trial purposes. On that basis it is sold.

SHRIMATI DEVAKI GOPIDAS: May 1
know whether the Government is aware that
because of transporting rice in the open
wagons a large quantity of rice is getting
damaged, especially when it is transported
to Kerala?

SHRI C. SUBRAMANIAN!: During the
monsoon because of the situation there we
attempted to transport rice there quickly and
since covered wagons were not available, we
attempted box wagons, open wagons. But
now we have made arrangements to cover it
with sloping tarpaulins and the foodgrains
will not be affected.
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SHRI C. SUBRAMANIAM: When wq
have godowns which are sub-standard, wg
try to improve them by making varioug
repairs and all those things. With regard td
the actual figures regarding hired and
owned, I do not have the figures with me
My recollection is that about two million
tonnes of storage is owned by the Govern

ment and the balance about 1-5 million
tonnes, is hired. That is my recollection.
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SHRI C. SUBRAMANIAN!: Perhaps
imported wheat was used and, therefore, the
hon. Member finds it cheaper than the
indigenous wheat.

DR. ANUP SINGH: Conflicting reports
have appeared both in the Indian press and
abroad about the extent of damage caused by
rats. What precisely is the situation? What is
the damage in percentage or by volume
caused by rats?

SHRI C. SUBRAMANIAM: Recently a
survey was made, because some papers,
foreign papers, had published, on the basi*
of some reports of the CFTRI, that 22 per
cent was the damage caused by rodents. It is
rather too huge a figure. The whole thing has
been gone into and it is estimated to be
between 6 and 7 per cent.

*637. [The questioner (Shri M. N.
Govindan Nair) was absent. For answer vide
cols 3840-41 infra.]

*638. [The questioner (Shri A. D. Mani}
was absent. For answer, vide col. 3841
infra.]

TEAM OF SHIP SURVEYORS

*639. SHRI M. P. BHARGAVA: Will
the Minister of TRANSPORT, AVIATION.
SHIPPING AND TOURISM be pleased to
state:

(a) whether there is any proposal under
Government's consideration to have a full
team of ship surveyors under the control of
his Ministry;

(b) what is the present strength of ship
surveyors under his Ministry; and

(c) how is the work of ship surveying
being carried on at present 1



