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(b) if so, whether Government attention
has been drawn to the acute scarcity of dry
cells as a result thereof; and

(c) what steps Government propose to
take to improve the situation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY (SHRI
B1BUDHENDRAMISRA): (a) No special
restrictions have been imposed on the
import of zinc and superior manganese.

(b) Shortage of dry cells for civilian
consumption has, however, been due to the
production having been diverted to meet
the urgent needs of Defence, Railways and
other Government Departments in the wake
of the Indo-Pakistan conflict.

(c) Letters of intent have been issued
for the setting up of three new units. Besides
dry cells have been included as one of the
priority industries for which imports have
been liberalised and this will enable existing
units to maximise their production.
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f[RAILWAY LINE FRO Vt MAHOBA OR HARPAL-
PUR TO KHAJURAHO

642 SHRIMA TI1 VIDYAWATI
CHATURVEDI: Will the Minister of
RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal under
Government's consideration to lay a Rail-
way line from Mahoba or Harpalpur to
Khajuraho with a view to provide more
facilities to the tourists and thus to earn

more foreign exchange; and
(b) if so, when the line will be laid?
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F[LNCOME FROM TRANSPORTATION OF BETEL
LEAVES FROM MAHOBA AND HARPALPUR

643. SHRIMATI VIDYAWATI
CHATURVEDI: Will the Minister of
RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the annual income derived from
transportation of betel leaves from Mahoba
and Harpalpur Railway stations of Jhansi
Manakpur section of the Central Railway
before the year 1947; and

(b) what has been the annual income from
1950 to 1965; and

(c) tf there is a decline in income, what
are the reasons therefor and what steps are
being taken by Government check the
decline in income?]
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1951 1.49 0.21
1952 1.35 0.19
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1960 0.74 0.24
1961 1.03 0.25
1962 0.40 0.19
1963 0.63 0.29
1964 0.81 0.02
1965 0.85 0.02
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to Questions 3032

H+{THE MINISTER OF STATEIN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (DR. RAM
SUBHAG SINGH): (a) to (c) The requisite
information, as far as available, is shown in
the enclosed Statement,

STATEMENT

(a) Annual earnings derived from trans-
portation of betel leaves from Mahoba and
Harpalpur Railway stations during 1946
Rs. 1-2 lakhs and Rs, 0:10 lzkhs respecti-
vely.

(b) The annual earnings from 1950 to
1965 were as under:—
Year Mahoba  Harpal-
par
(Rupees in lakhs)

1950 1:83 0:-29
1951 1-49 021
1952 1-35 0-19
1953 1-57 0-30
1954 1-78 025
1955 e 1-51 052
o

1958} Not available.

1959

1960 0-74 024
1961 1:03 0-25
1962 0:40 0-19
1963 0-63 0-29
1964 0:81 0:02
1965 085 0-02

(c) Diversion of the traffic to road trans-
port, which provides quick deor to door
service, accounts for the decline in earnings.

Steps taken by the Railway Adminjstra-
tion to arrest the drop in earnings include
improvement in transit time by avoiding
detention of consignments at junctions and
keeping close watch on the movement of
the parcels. With the development of roads
and road vehicles, a certain amount of diver-
sion of traffic is bound to occur.]
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