3011 Written Answers

(c) and (d) It is premature to say when the
line will be taken up for construction and
what would be its length and estimated cost.
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CHATURVEDI: Will the Minister of
MINES AND METALS be pleased to state

(a) the total amount of expenditure so far
incurred on ihe Diamond Corporation which
carries out the excavation work of Diamond
Mines at Panna and the income therefrom;

(b) the value of the diamonds which have
been found by the persons working in the
private sector and how much income has
accrued to Government therefrom; and

(c) if there is a loss in the public sector,
what measures are being taken by Govern-
ment to check it?
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tfTHE MINISTER OF MINES AND
METALS (SHRI S. K. DEY): (a) The
total expenditure incurred on the Diamond
Mining Project, Panna upto the end of June,
1966 is Rs. 165-55 lakhs. The project has
not yet reached the stage of commercial
production, when a regular return on capital
may be expected.

However, during the course of prospecting
6,392 carats of Diamonds valued at about
Rs. 25 lakhs were recovered.

(b) the value of diamonds recovered from
the areas other than those worked by Natio-
nal Mineral Development Corporation dur-
ing the years 1960 to 1965 was about Rs. 30
lakhs. Of this, 20% i.e. Rs. 6 lakhs was
received by the State Government as
Royalty.

() The Panna Diamond Project of the
National Mineral Development Corporation
is still in the construction stage. Regular
production operations at their mines i.e.
Ramkheria and Majhhgawan have not yet

started. The question of loss or the measures
to check it does not arise. |
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t[ ] English translation.



