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The House re-assembled after lunch at thirty minutes past two of the clock,
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION
Import of wheat and agrarian distress

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): Mr. Deputy Chairman,
Sir, | would like to initiate the discussion on the issue of agrarian distress and
also wheat import. | would like to state that our agrarian population in the
country and agriculture have already been in the midst of severe distress.
And, the import of wheat currently undertaken by the Government and the
whole approach behind such import drive is going to multiply that distress
further. Agriculture and our rural economy are in the midst of a severe distress
and that is quite visible from all indicators, and the crisis is not just a recent
phenomenon. In fact, in reality, the crisis has been a terminal one since one
and a half decade with little prospect of improvement given the policy
framework pursued by successive Governments on the agricultural economy.

In fact, the agricultural growth rates have been dwindling since the
last one and a half decade with occasional upward spurt, which is more a low
denominator effect than a real upswing. Last three years, as per the
Economic Survey ending 2004-05, the index of agricultural production and the
foodgrains production have really dipped and this is an absolute decline.

Agricultural growth has been a mere 0.7 per cent in 2004-05. On the
whole, the average annual growth rate of value-added agriculture has
declined sharply from 4.7 per cent in the Eighth Plan to a mere 2.1 per cent in
the Ninth Plan, and for the Tenth Plan, the target is kept at 4 per cent, which
also, given the present indicators, has become very difficult to achieve.
Investment in agriculture, as a percentage of GDP, has declined consistently
from 2.2 per cent in 1999-2000 to merely 1.7 per cent in 2004-05. This sharp
decline in the investment, as a percentage of GDP, reflects unconcerned
approach of successive Governments of the Centre to this tragic situation in
our rural economy. The impact on the people is naturally bound to be worse,
particularly those working in agriculture.

The single revealing indicator is a sharp reduction in the per capita
food availability which has reached a low level, which happened just after the
time we got our Independence-around hardly 150 Kgs. per head. Some of the
developmental economists of a particular ideology sometimes, project
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this declining in the per capita food availability as an indicator of development
in a most ridiculous manner. | think, there can be no more cruel joke to the
people committing suicide out of starvation because of crisis in the rural
economy. Yes, Sir, the suicides now have become a single revealing indicator
of all other indicators of the state of our rural people and, particularly,
agriculture.

As per the official estimate, during 2001-06, 8,900 people committed
suicide and as per the real estimate, | think, since 1997 onwards, more than
25,000 committed suicide and suicide is not only restricted to the four States.
Even the most agriculturally rich Punjab has also started being affected by this
serious phenomenon of suicides.

How to address this problem? But, again, the most alarming point is
that those who will be addressing, those who are in the seats of Government,
are taking a different stand. | would like to cite a report of the Government of
Karnataka on the districts analysing the reasons of the farmers' suicide in five
districts of that State and that report titled 'Farmer Suicide - A Scientific
Analysis' concluded that suicides are more for a psychological reason than an
economic one. The same report has also published a sample survey of 105
cases of suicides and out of that 93 persons were several indebted for the
loans taken mostly from the private moneylenders. But still the suicides are
projected as a psychological case and not an economic one. | think this
reflects the bent of mind; this reflects the policy approach, a reluctance to
change the present policies approach, which is at the root of the present
agrarian distress. This recent import is also an indication that still so many
suicides are yet to sensitise the persons in authority to take a serious remedial
step to address the most distressing problem of the major part of our
populace. Sir, Instead of going into the statistics, | would particularly like to
point out, on the agrarian situation, the basic issues are required to be
addressed. The problem lies in the policy and the kind of land holding pattern
in our country at this moment again signals a trend. The more and more the
concentration of land in fewer hands more and more people are losing lands.
And about 60 per cent of the cultivable land in our country is in the hands of
hardly 15 per cent of the farm households, totally a different pattern that is
pauperising rural population in a big way. The entire crisis of the agriculture is
being passed on to the landless agriculturists particularly small and medium
farmers making the situation grave and again increasing the spate of suicides.
Then there are questions on the policy regarding agricultural
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trade, the policy regarding agricultural inputs and regular increase in the cost
of agricultural inputs. In the name of liberalisation our agricultural market is
thrown open to the imports. All these are simultaneously compounding the
problem. Our agricultural production cost is increasing. The price is collapsing
because of the opening up of our economy and in between again by these
policies middlemen, in the name of private traders, between the consumers
and the producers became dominant who are affecting both the consumers,
they have to pay high prices, and the producers who are not getting the
benefit of that higher price. This kind of a peculiar situation is created where
only a handful of people, very negligible minority of the entire populace are
being benefited and both the consumers and producers are affected. | think,
Sir, we should look into the present aspect of wheat import in this context. The
wheat import that has been undertaken after six years is preceded by a
consistent four years of export of wheat, export of wheat at a price sometimes
below the BPL price which was available to our BPL families. In 2002-03 and
2003-04, we consistently exported. When we export we get low price even
sometimes below what even our below poverty level people are paying
through the Public Distribution System. The stocks of wheat are gradually
dwindling down. That reflects the Government's policy to drastically slash
down the agricultural subsidy and also gradually shying away from
procurement with a reasonable remunerative price to the producers. All these
are reflected. The subsidy reduction may be a compulsion to the Government
because of the international pressure. But this is taking place and this is
adding to the distress of the country. In this background when the import of
wheat is being decided, stated to be for addressing the severe rise in the
market price. The objective looks laudable. But in reality it is altogether
different. When this import is reaching our country in April, when the fresh
wheat comes to the market, supplies are plenty, who is going to benefit out of
that? We are importing at a price and we are offering a Minimum Support
Price with bonus to our farmers, there is a big difference in it. Who gains out
of it? The country loses by paying a higher price. The producer loses because
he gets a price, by which he cannot manage even his cost of production. In
our agriculture economy, a serious situation is created in different parts of the
country. The peasants sometimes are feeling that let land remain as it is, what
is the fun of cultivation, paying money from our own pocket? This kind of a
serious distortion is taking place in our agrarian economy and it is in this
context that wheat import has to be looked into. | would like to draw the
attention of the House, through you, Sir, that when
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we say the wheat import has been resorted to manage the crisis on account of
rising prices in the market. But, unfortunately, the US Agricultural Department
Report says that in the coming years the wheat import to India is going to be
around one million tonnes. We have already imported five lakh tonnes right
now. It is yet to be one million tonnes. But in November 2005, the report of the
US Agricultural Department, an official report, they projected in advance that
India is going to import one million tonnes of Wheat. What does this indicate?
We are facing so many multi-lateral agencies. We are facing so much pressure
to open our economy. If somebody concludes that this exercise is a part of the
overall negotiations and pressure and counter-pressure being put on our
country from those multi-lateral bodies and if somebody concludes that this
import exercise is a part of offering pleasantry to the big power that be and for
the sake of friendship with whom we are very much concerned, would that be
very wrong? This is part of that. | think, the procedure, the manner in which
this whole wheat import is taking place is not in the interest of our country. It is
not in the interest of the producer. | think, instead of going on that path we will
request the Government to sincerely reconsider. | think, the distortion that is
taking place in the Indian economy is to be addressed by radical land reforms
and change in the land holding pattern in the country by active initiative of the
Government, the improvement of the loan facilities with low rate of interest and
other measures. It is unfortunate, Sir, the big corporate houses are still
managing to get loan from the public sector financial institutions, at around 6 to
7 per cent interest they can negotiate the loan. But, the country's farmers are
getting loan sometimes by paying 12 per cent, 13 per cent, 14 per cent and the
same fate is also there for the small and medium scale producers. Those who
need the most, are deprived the most. If this anomalous economic policy to
favour a few and deprive the most is there which | feel is the basic lifeline of
this new liberal policy paradigm. If that is not addressed, that is not reversed, |
think, if agricultural economy is allowed to remain in such a terminal distress, if
suicides are allowed to continue, | do not think the urban economy can be
insulated from its disastrous impact and it will affect the country's economy, as
a whole. So, when India and we all are dreaming to emerge as a very big
power in the days to come, if we continge to pursue the same policy, same
distortions, sometimes because of the internal ideological problem and
sometimes because of the international pressure, if you continue to pursue the
same policy, | do not think, our dream will come true. | think, for that approach
that thing should be looked into and a serious exercise is required
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to reverse many of our policy exercises which are now being experimented on
the Indian economy, putting the whole people, the majority of the people in
dire distress. Thank you.

it BTt 8T (STR TS ) : ITAHTIFY SfY, FeT | g & S7maTd AR forami
B W] F Ay § 1 bl Tl €T 8, I8 a8 8l Aecaqul g 81 4R P G <% €
3R 39X I 3ver ) <1 Wet oY f w1ia 749 3R B 1 ol mnerfidhdr & MR W
& Yt IS 9918 STl 3fR Swan! franfRyd fovan Siran, s R oimst g9RT frar
T PR F oY AR &1 BIaTl g8 W) GETell HT AgWd BT, g8 W=l
YA FUT STE AT DR D AT H Wea I8dl, dfh SART gAY B o rrermal
P 3 99 918 W SUD! BT TSI SANY 8l T8 21 IR UK [aied 4 g, W g9
T 1 &9 ST I Wbl § SR TART 39 d b 31Tdl 8 ST org i e w1
3 A1 B e <aRT YfAE forar oft s o 2 oiR aeft Sroft # Aoty fomer s
27 e THIGT HoGR [T 39 ST 81 $9 UPR g9 IR SR 3 f{wifora o=
FHd &1 3N qF a1 A a4, IT4 SRR g3 fpam & amifad ge &, a1
Hes T fpr AT g &1 S YA b €, S woTgR foberm €, 9 g wamfea
8T &, 3R 377oT ¥l ST&! 91 gaeh 21 U4 &1 ANl # A ART SeHB ] S & oIy AoigR
B & P ITh IR ST 37D IATG el Bl ©, TP BRI d 39+ foIg w1 B
LT TR b | AR &b HROT HHI-HH Gt RRAfT (1 81 Sieht €1 a1t a1t &1 H
RIS foTel 3§ Uab geT g8, forId IR 3 M9 F91ER 931 4§ g1 81 b U fhar
T g U B & forg, T faFaed # 1ot uet ot 99 g Sae o U 7S 91 Shh
T DI I IT1 Q¥ BTelTd (AT 81 38 € 6 @ A9IgR I ST & 38 2| I8
RSN frami ot gaen ¥ iR Wi frami 3 off 91 fifes Rt g1 amgeR, 3 &
31 IBR I Holl ol 81 b Al Sl g BT AFPR & ST Holl old @ AR I AghR
HoIl O & qIE ITDI FIT GAT BT & SHD! Hodl Bl SERI 81 ATHT A STEI
TS 81 ST 21 S S AT Bl BTeld 981 WRTE I8! 81 d 9 Pof 4 a9 Ol & 3R 39
HROT Al ATHETY BN &1 SAT &1 781 Sl | TPR 7 "I B & [ =TT BT &R HH
PR A7, 9% U HCTHR 7 BIAa] B [T 8, FedRI § TR AMIHR o1 &7 71 5 3R
IF W g8 JIRT FR-AMRE IR @1 2 3R fHdml R Hol 61 SU1eT 9R B & BRI
$T@! SUTST ITHETY &1 I8! Bl ST AT Fderr = ot Rae < 2, a8 #R i 2l
ISP FTAR 48 B! fHAM Fof A T4 &1 3P AR A H 82 BRI &1 I8 82
BT AT Ha 3N T FT &, ARG BT 74.5 BT B, USTE BT 65.4 BT &
3MR AL YT BT 50 IS Bl S 3TelTdl T 31R waer t 811 97! S & 918 ol
2 5 I ®of @ AR F I gaAISd gY &1 77 I8 39 Ferur &t ¥ RIS qarg 81 7
B A7) Sft 3% IR | g, AT T b
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THA P ATER IR W BT BRI BT 8 3R J AHSAT PR P [ AR 81 32 &l A
AR S A3 ST A ¢ FaTel gBT A1 3R S+ IHPI IR (A1 AT 89 U Fared JuT
o7 & 99 2005-06 &b SR < H fBAFT GRT BT g JHABIS BT RN RIT 572 SAD
IR ¥ I8 9T a9 2004-05 H 1,068 ATHETY PHad Y T H gs, BACH A
124 JATHBATY Bg, AERTE, ¥ 142 HSA g8, GG H I 1+ I [ BIS AT
B T T8 g8, o (5 g9 # Al AHBATY 8 &, Bl H 21 AHASATY §s &, Sl 3
5 BT S 6, YO ¥ U AHSAT §s ol HHEAT I8 © [F S8l 4 #31 #4815y
MBS HET B BT R T A1egH | ot 81 I8 A1H S+ 3fidbs § Ah 7 qad
Tl 81 U1 81T, Qifh A 3fidhs ST &, Rifch ATHBT Bl TG SITaT 81 e 5l 31T
Teh G MSTAEIE H §8 8, § U A8 U8l &I a1 a1 R8T gl G (B Bl ST of
ol TS, T81 P YR & GIRT IS9P AP B 37T T MR fHAM B Pbad 75 HIY
Hiex & feame & garrgsi faar i, 59 & g8f 5,000 WU Hlex iR H 91 Sff &7 2
9 SHB! SHA of ol g, Al SFPI a1 shock T 6 g8 G81 WR AR 47| G981 HI!
T ShET Y, I BIC ACH TNl iR T8 AR AT fHrT 74+ S < <& &, S+ areed!
SHI T R ©, B9 SUTeT N e 99 8, <fd fe 89 TRIe 8,391 Sugth U T8
A X8 &, 39 9978 | I8 AR TAT| 3R AR 81, Al HSAT BR oidll, Fiifh SHDI Pl
R B Bl

HIeR, [T 418 81 V81 58 9i1b BTeid ds WX 51 8 o1 © [ NDA F
ST | 19 BT 3R 39 UHR & [Gami Bl s AR, IAD 300 $B JawAT I
BT DI BT A1 SAFAY =78 B I T 81, T8 HASA 4141 81, SHBT 89+ {sparaa
A B PR B M F' N B @) oft 5 G fra-AegR sfsd €, W
SIS AOTGRI B1 89 B T80 Y& HR A, 3P [ ST WY 141 fdparr i 21,
TIfb AT BT T8 SEA Bl b [ TRPR € Sl b1 [eIA1 B I8 1 37T S YBR B
e 1€l €1 o1 <El £...(aae)...

IuUTafer ST, AR BE1 I8 & b g9 FHRai & quie # T2 S 9red €, g9
Pl IS Pel died § b R & NId 1 8, 89 fbael wafedr 9 g,
TAfHdd w7 87 merfiedr, id &1 TRI9 fea €, SS9 § 75 Bl & oW B
TR 1 TG # Y I 7, el § WY IEdr 81 8RNI mAfiear wia, e, faar g,
A1 ISP AFHY ST BT 3R I IS & eR W 89 IUB! &1 s 89 I8
&l B 5 NDA 7 |ae foy e uee o< fear or oifd1 NDA - 89 fasm #
TS HEH T AT 3R DT U HST 3 BT IR o1 off 6 89 8 I I 2,
ST T B B DI T 2|

IUATART ST, 9 999 I8 R 81 778 & % g &1 <™ 98 81 &, 31 B1 g
9% X8I &, WA 9e 81 1 81 3R AR &l I Wi H HISATs 81 81 51 3741 § Fel
UG a1 T {5 a1 2005 & HS-S[T & #E H 91 A b &M H <ol o1, A1 71 Sff 7 v
AT 3 UDHR BT 18 o Ik I D1 el T A 37T, A1 HA1 ST 7 T gaen 39
THR B §15 {6 ST Jo B AHT A1 AP 3R ¢ TM Bl A Bl BRI I I8
e g TR B I8 del {6 <
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3.00 P.M.

190.4 F=feroT A, AT SHDBT SWHIA BT o6 Bl &1 &7 7, a1 Teds & ¥E &,
1 I S {51 ST e | TPDS AT 1T BTl ATSTAIRIT o T g Dl TS HIHA
SR BN, AT FETS 7 9 b | TART I PeT b el Ao [l Aror & wreH
A R YT A 3glg B =len I Bel [ w &/l 9l H waiw wie
JARET B ST TR 7 I8 A BT b Tl TR IR 89 5 dRg e I A
ff BN T AT B DI 91 B & B 39 ATEIH F 8 Fohell 2 5 Frgaor ey Y
ferem A =20 St &1 av% A 9IS gU B, difeh yede wu 9 fers us ve1 8 f
ST B B 1 Hel T8 8, 1 97 ST I8 2 b g 9 Searfad gan & 6 smana o
SR TSl 1 ATIAR, g $T UG HH el &1 A HAT Sff 71 & A F I b
TR ¥ 3T STATG § FET AT, W & FaATd & 19 H Bl o {F §9 9 7.4 IS <7 g
ST B &1 H9Ia1 71 I8 foel IR A His H9 1 T2 21 g, i 773 9 Seanfed
TN 2, oifdh g & @¥ie o aiip & B =R, 1 af ki 72 81 01 98 B g
@IIE 1 T2 81 UT e 2, WIS 7 8F | YUSRUT 81 81 YTl HOSRUT &l 8l 9Tgd, af
g HEMS T, 3rvTa U BN A @F wlie swafoe T2 81 <@ B, H A H#E it %
TRT AR @h PR Y BEAT § L,afbT | S STx B b A B WIg & B A
TR BT D Gol IR 4 AMET B 71 731, S9! dAsad < f&ar
IBI At AT H A RIS IH B Q71 650 HIAT, S A @) WS w1 qHd Jo
o, 39 o ¥ fl HF TM W TGS Hufai 7 g @e T % IR fQan S99 g &
I v TR AR =1 ST AR T8 (A1 o7 39 9 IgRISs 1 hUaf o 397 8% W)
TTHR WG YR B [T AT, ITH U8l 81 Aled-H1d BR [T 11 S YR UR I8
g WS g R faan a1g & 98 o 6 @die $w i) O $IS o & 781 81 8, 99
Tl ST 38T 8, Al AT 731 ST 7 U $thd R dal b 89 50 wAT a4 37| fhar
MY 3M1R g 9| ATIaR, SUD d1avie Wl fHam &1 T TRIsH U -1 820 HUY
SATET S SR g, WRIG] YR PR (ST ITR T3 BT IIMERV 21 IR TS &b AT
R HAT Sf < U o & 89 25 Arg e g WIS eI 25 ARG S Il Bl
572 H3 s W WG fhg 191 s 1Tt T a1 2 6 20 B9IR e | e g T8
GRIT T AEAT P @30 Sff 7 Ve fban 6 150 g e g @i ol Wfd,
AR, 374 TP B Sl GaT &, AT HAT S 59 Brae PR <1, had 86 g < g
GIT ST |PT 81 TE 100 ARI <7 g M WIST S [hN, 594 s ol Wl ererd o
e 81 %8 87 I o1 Iured &F e €, et e S ur v 7, A wdar T s wr ke ®
3R 1 B A1 TERISERI B Bl G BT TR S g, WIS S ET 81 AR,
5 T P gTeld U1 8% 8, H I8 Pe1 arg M [ o1l 9% Sl g WIS gs &, H il
& AR TR I A P 1997-98 H 93 <RI 7 g WRIGT 1T, 1998-99 H 126.5 ARG
T, 1999-2000 H 141.4 &G T, 2000-01 H 163.5 &G €, 2001-02 H 206.3 &G ¢,
2002-03 H 190.5 &g €, 2003.04 H 158 TG 1, 2004-05 ¥ 168 TIRI €, 2005-06 H
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147 TG € 3R 9 IHHY 379 T i1 g WIS 1 &l 2, I8 had 86.5 %I 1 &, 100
ARG T WY QR 81 IS HUSRYT H GRT 81 Fhdll 8, HHI 78] BRI 3R Y&ed i 8|
ST HRAT TS ST T§ T AT SITGT o SHHT ST BT 81 Hee ! Teed g
TIE Y2 B BH ST PR HIH TS 81 8 AR S HUT | HIHT IS 8T 8, Al Sl
TET g Wiig & 1 (TS B BT S U TR | Wi W& 7, Wil I% W, I AEM
TR W YT I 99 T Bl 39 Pl RIT HBT SAYN? 9 P Al 8| BT S Fhell & [
BEI-T-Del A BT Y4 &, GG & (A A TP TBR BT TSIF B Bl BRI
BT ST RET &1 H A 73T ST B I IR IAQE el PR Rifch § S g fob 9 79
&5 W A &, S &5 Pl Faqd 4, W Bl SId T8] 21, 9§ 78] a1 81 g81 &
PRI IS @ BT AT BRI 21 MY 7 g8f f7 TIaw dRIP I AeHIRAT DI SHRA Bl
A WY A IR 5T &, T8 AU 3 JJHRUNY &1 Tifeh 31T P &<, I8 R 81 8187 54
THR & BT 9] YT §Y? HEIGd, 3R I8 o1 & 1 Sl QU IR O &, S
P §RT $B--PB AT TAT 21 3RIT T8 AT ST BT & b 1966-67 H T UHR B
BR 3pifcT 31TE oY MR 50 <RI T BT RBIS IUTE AT AT IH GHI I & foIY T 1
fepe i TR 2 17 211 S0 W9 50 RIS 91 U1 HR b YN <2 DI AT fpar
T 7 o Qe & AFe A &9 AT -FR 81 1Y 81 89 areR 3 dloudo 480 & HHT
TS I 9T IE MM fHaT TRAT 7 3R 37T 40 IY 918 §H 50 ARG <7 g AT
BRI 381 B

HAT ST 1 50 TG T ATAT B! HIY0T BT 51 T8 el Hal P 5 ARG 7 AT BRI
PR HET 30 G T AT HXA 31X 50 ARI T 37T B Dt 91 37T 2T Bl AR
HAAT Sff 71 ST S BN H DEl B, B A UG AT, S A HA St 7 e o & <1 g
GRIET SIQ, 98 RGN T2 Tl & i W 811 7R 91! HT qR Cih & oIy
AT T ST X8T 87 U8 5 ARG 1 g Sl AT ol 11 &, o718 # 981 & famivsii 4
g &1 § {6 a8 Ugid g 81 I8 91 TS &, A HAl Sl S P A6 PR <1 &4 Al
T} B, TTET & I U 8l 8, I MR W B8 @ TS H 14 YR $ WYIAR &
3 3 | 11 THR F TRUIR R &, I1P1 b 3 T81 & 8137 & &1 FBR & I BHa
g1 ST ST A e &1 98 U 981 WaRHATd 1T 81T & 31RO {4l ler H &7 7 &
1 Ug dlem I 81 ST 8, 984 ©R19 81 Sl 81 $9 a8 9 3iR &3 I Pl
PR dTel WRUAAR &1 T8 BN g1 gfe [ ol 8 ROy s foran =1 Widr ot faan
21 ABISY, 89 1 d IHMIR YA g GBI & q1eud I B ugd & Mo 3 39
TR A frar 21 e 38 A ATl BT SHHR Teb IIET I1ET b1 FHATf~e et i,
ST WRBR H He@yu! YeT &1 fafs Bl 8, I A 59 BT faR1g f6a1 81 S8 Pel
g 3 8 g IR HRA1 31 81 &, fhar| & feq § 781 21 J31 a1 3edd 8 el 5l
S ERPR Tl TET 2, T8l FE Y81 ¢ b g AT A1 S1eb T2 1 RIS A1 HAT S
P AT IB FHRIT TSI gg Bl A RN 1 FHATER U3l A UGT 81 9 & Ul Wl I8
Ud ghed faam o iR b 9ok &
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IR H Y 3191 faRTY weve fohar o Ry A1 9 H3) off 7 99 U9 dR RS9 %
AT X AT AT & b TRPR H I g1t Jf¥rept 1 f+rais $HRar €, Sl s T
WY § WHR Il I8 2, S9 DI I L&l g & 3MITT AR b IR GHSH BT
R R LI ST B IE N TEEI BT Bl TE SA BB, RN BI V8T8, 3T B IR H
AR, AfTad w9 3 951 AiTer § 99 WX AR &)A1 A1f2vl 8FR g faaR 98 8
q1 U TSI FAATD a1 BT I8 Sl TgRIS I U &, I8 T8l | g o il 3iR 727Ts
gt | A HA S A el @ 6 mard gafery o frar o <@ @ f S A Y
BT, ST 37919 1 T UST 81 X81 © SR T SR AN IR 81 78 &, S B IR §7
B SAGN? AFAR, TR R T8l 81N, R TgRISEd HUfai & gR1 g $T $HA
3rTa et fpar T Bl

SO B 377 U7 fhT ST 9 311 & ST H TS geii 8 X8 Bl N9
TrIRE wBl 87 fhar al 99 IRT ST 9 @l 1 sareT U fa <1 vet 21 fageht
oAt &1 sarer I fo <17 %77 & iR Ut &1 forar &9 3 uret o) <eT 1 v i
BT Y81 87 ATYaR, I8 991 Wak-1d Uel &1 39 R 99 &l go! TefiRar ¥ foar &= &
ST Bl $Y T St ¥ S 7o 1t <t oft H, S WeHd ...(au™)... § 3
HEAd gl S Sl s YR fbU & SR I Sl 91T &, 39 W F1 TRaAT A
e = o SRR A ST AR 4ol & ol 8, fhar 8, Ia! iroiifaedT A geh e
P foTy, S9! 39 ST BT AT BRI b 17 b &9 &Y ARA # =1 Sfia=-amu+ dip
A B b B, ATHMER B, DI —H sgaen He-t aei?

AR, BN < @1 i g 2 R B {39 39 faen 7 va wgayui ok
SIREH HIRTHRT TRTTT PR Fhel Bl HifrdRT gRac H3 & forg fora &1 4 gRa
3pifcr & forg <10 Tariare =, Hfada! § $Y Iefre sRTeren & A1egd § €10 94+ $0
IREATT F gRT S T A F IR & wan fvar 1 oml I8 A 9 a8 genfd U
gt off, S5 A TG WG Hb IF FATT & JIo1 Bl HH 59 TP A
I BT BT 3R I ISTIT BT fABRIT B b d18 HeT b SHDI WA & AR
TN & Y ¥ I@T ST S U8 U 2aeaR § S9! uee faan, forad ot e
1 UST 531 31 918 H Ik YA & SITeT ISTaR gs, a1 St 7 BRa wifa ey o =it
+ WRT B W F AT H STAMR 711 I 71 A F MM Bl WH HvardT ol
A B HA S oreT F-T 9 gU T Ul W wifaery ok o =Rl smam
Hehed o1 AT 6 §9 UPR o1 3T 81 21l & ol & gara 7 721 o & Ara
g 5 SeRiaxv @t ufihar & oiid oM@ THR & IRTET S99 81 Fhd 8, alfeb
R P (3 BT AIH T8l ST 3R 9RT & 2d $I <l Y b4l T91a B WPHR T8
BN S AT DI ST AFHAT AT B TS 8 MR AN AR BT T A1e94
THR,TG | BRI A TSR B BRI S 1 & 2, 3Hqb! gty 71 <
SITGER T, I8 W H'T 1 & {5 & olTeH¥ <7 & ¥ 98l Do’s and Don'ts
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P 91 Hel & b g1 A1 3R AT Sq71 781 7R A1 Siep TET 81, <AfebT /I B @
27 I WIHR &1 SR U I &1 MM &b HH § A1 i1 ufparg off, S 7iab o, 3!
SYC PR (3T T 21 IThT S §IAT 81 S SIAYL b AR TR AT BT ST
B 81 $9 YR I8 AT A &6 AMIR W W e8] 81 U1 ¥8T 21 SAfIY AR, 89 9T
fR1e B 81 I g8 M1 ARy, Wi SJTeT e ARy iR fhar 1 S e
e =1feq) S e fhar @ S e TE1 ferm, 99 T& fHAr srefuRar o1
319Wd T8l BT 3fd 1 AR 98 T | AT WIS PT & 81 AT a1 [Tl AT 317 AR
TSIl T S 81, 1T 38 UfTeTd 961 & 31k IHD! Hae 10 BIF! PI & A4 81 381 51 I8
BT ® T 99 W Af<rs! &7 o <1 718 21 fa<e @1, developed countries @1 aTd B
STl &, A1 g8l o1 fpami o s it < 11 %@ 2, Wifh J8t @ e W A uid g9R
oI Al A< fam @ 781 fid <21 51 98 W) U 781 81 R8T 21 SRR fhas Smem
Hel? forar o Ry et &1 SIrgt? safoy araR, § A A3 ST 9 98 e
Fo 5 I 39 faen A wifaer) Hew STt iR HifeRT Hed SeTax R I &I I8
e < o & et & qara 7 721 § oiR fored) faef ot 1 9eT wsry S it R
1 FFRIZ0T AT B BT &= 5 B 21 B I &1 R il Pl AN 931 B fa=m H
BT B, TR Bl DI FHTE eI 81 <111 U1 IS HAS < | 8T A8 B Y, H 37T

1 THTET Xl %lﬂ*ﬂqldl

. ¥ 3T WS (RER ): A STHTIRY SfY, 3109 <=1 3 1% & oimand i)
He 3 Tt 81 T8 B g A < & [Ham| &1, B o7 7871 W 21 T T AT, S Wt
DI SAPT BT a9 I IR FAST A1er= 717 ST o7 iR 57 |a1 & die e 849
AT & &, I a1 SI A7 TG 119 BIT &Y ST 81 Sfl 38 I8 9, 6 &l 59 <21 3
ST BT ST AT, T2 B AT (GBI DI G Bl S AT Y 1951 § $HD] bl 8]
IcITE | 50 URIRT 9 Afed ARTE AT 37T T8 RRART 24 HRILTT R 377 T8 &1 $HHT HIT
HRUT 87 AR fHam, S 321 & M G o1 <g 8iar 1, 3fT< 98 Jad 4o a1
=TT AT 87 AT F8IgR AT Sfl <1 Uab AR &1 AT 7 T4, S AT Uab 9
T 1 STTT {3 ST & ST o &3 H &9 WTatd] a1, 3MTeH- 1R Y ofR g <ii &l
fFrafd &= ot Raft & ugd ot R 81 721 {5 &9 98R & Q=0 | I HI TS I8 872

G, T DI ST 69 TfTRId STt 1 ) Wl 0R F13R 2 iR 3y &
a7} Y 65 UfRIRTd ISTIR 8, AR e ot 9 wven & Wil 9 gl 81 87 21 Wal 4
AR &R Bl 3R TARI B MR TATIT IR I8 B feeedl ST 2exi § g o) &1 a1
BRI 8 3 SFTSATET & 59 TYR I1E PV BT AT 8141 ANMSY AT, AT I8 HIY HHAR BIil
Tl o & & 3MR fHAM B 7 8 HR qoigR 8Id1 9all Sff R8T 81 #1 UeT 8 % 40
TcreTd fhT 37ToT Well BIST &bl 3281 Ah B o | 181 Sff &g I8 91,48 9 50 Tkererd
Tl TR ol 2, I ol & a1l 4 &4 gY &1 I8 AR o1rot Fae fordt oS =g &1 781
, I8 37T U, iHelTg B a1 BR I8 ¥, USTd 3iR RIS/ s, 37T 1] R
SR 7RG T, [ 89 9931 3 9 b 3 150

292



[18 May, 2006] RAJYA SABHA

29 & e fapr e 7, 91 Iroal @ WY FRufey o 2 6 B scageand &) <R &
UHTys FRART ol U7 81 T2 I 81 TR § BAR 9 & fhaAl B2 anft f gAY 60
gfererd Weft auf v et 21 awf R A 1 oref g ¥ 5 ani g A @ g, A @
Tt Tl TS, e B TS| Hoaet T b forg Y o7 oft 7 U 1S 91 ST B b e Wt
ARY 7Y, G fRA B Had 9 F w9 H $B fd Sl fEaE &t o €, 12-14
TR RTST &% IR IAD! ol [l § 3R 519 Bl RISl § al dol bl o AR
 forar Tt Bl 5719 98 ot gor ot RRufy 3 721 g, 1 ey /2 & a1 oot 9o
A a7l b 9 | FURIR HEIT HRAT 81 TR T Ig I S 919 & IR S &
T MY 9% T Bl

afed QX HE=Td A Wl R &1 TS Wl b o fofg arw a1 a1 781 98 718 &, R i
A STa! I 31Tl 8, ST 81 7! 781 (Herd1l S aed 8,RaR 8, 37 aedi Bl
TETT-foraTT 2, SO A & wHifTe Brl S Bl 519 e B U A s
PR & BRI DI AT HI 9 IR g &1 Wl g, 91 GHIER U301 H YL, AR FaN
3F3TTeN & fob Wee! TR SR 7 3R 39 2 &1 1 $B SRR 7 P! ST o
I I N W 21 B e B 5 qeivde uiforft 7 @l 7 i 3R 7, s <
TSI Tt fehe il UR ST 91 <feb T81 Il & MR Aol TeIel edf-iai a1 Il —
TSI HHRIT I g WL <<l 81 SAIAY SARY TRIRHS Tiferl Bl 84 Uab R R 4
ST IS

HEIGy, TAN TIEM] H g e 81 89 Ugdl g J oY, 39 g WliE W% B
Af fore Jou W, 950 HIY RRT fdaeel U= 950 SUTET Hou IR 89 9187 9§ g #9132
Bl 1 &9 oo frerl 1 98 o el < WP ? SR B9 70 fhar bl wel g &,
I8 Wl | FATHT S AT U1 Hol W bl T 8, AT TER B Hl R Tl © AR AW
B el & forg TR ff R Fandt 1 o B 6 el 7wl g9 aiford fethfaea g,
3afeTy S US| HEIGy, I fTad 7 fb foam dae § Bl o7R a8 ddhe A @ af
ffeaa wu 4 <21 9 onfde Je wilt a1 By &l g1 4R JHam ug=m

HqEIeY, § STGT 81 Sel aredl,H e $3A1 G oy w2 SN 4, 9 954
B el g HA1 I B, 37 U H SR ST <% H, WM ) bl H 9gd I © d
fram &1 a< Wt e 2, TR ol St a1 fora T B, 9 R A A AR, 30 I &
Al A g 7 @ie 3R 7] Wel oI T 7R R ISP IHD HROT U Hdhehlel
Ry UeT g8 8, 37 WHTa &, 377 [IaR W 3R 377 Bl A Al 81 @Il 81

saferg, Hered, # /30 off & frae exar argm 5 d qee A SN A A w@ 8,
IHHT IR g: 107 B MR IS Haiel H 4: faam &, 3o @t
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JRIRAC gifer & dder § ff R o, dife gaR fame smeqgar = &) Hife
g IHTS Bidl & 3R Ife WRd & fBdr rcigedl od & dl 98 291 & fory, 29
F ARSI % forg MR frdt f TR & forg aga o @l 91 2

S81 TR o AT H YU IT T BT 1l Ig-9gd gIaIg|

i} wTieht STeTTE (SR R ): ARG, g AT W 9T I X8 81 FHRT I
P T < 7 MR 39 B g <% F B 981 21, I8 (Rl 9gd € e 2
AR <2 DI A H Fafear ¥t Tarsn w21 2, fe a8 9 &1 fafean & Y Fars
e AT a1d &, R&aas-A++ &1 fawa 21

HeIeY, A $B 99 Ugel ST [ AR AT 7 II1IT, AR U Aldbs Al Ta
2, <lfhT THART S TE ST DI W 1T Har AT, A et o= At aRiRferi
UgT 81 T1E | f777eh HRUN BHR] TRBR DI AT SAR 3T ST P g ARART BR DI ATTLI BT
ST AR Y T S B I 70 HRIRIG ST 37t A idl H e 8,3 W)
2, W gHRT A1 & 1 Al 6 & arell iR Wl R MR I8 arell 37fdraier
ST dTel S¥ % SMRIE goic # I <@l S 21 89 W i AR @ ey,
fora 391 @1 e aore @d FRAr ARy ST @ T fRaT ST 1 oS Wl %
ITUTE % AT T 37 IGY FEH BNl Tok oI ¥ET 7, fveg] et ol S1p) Scame
AT BT Hoo firer 71 veT 211 AferEl 3t 1 ofad araven 78 2, s R gr
foraTl BT sTTeTEeT B & forg HoTgR BIMT ged 2

HEISY, TS Sl AT PN & & H o gY &, BART A1 & AR aRATeha 91
B! & b STH W 25% AN b TR AU BIS W el &, d gARI P Wl § 37ehel Tel, TN
IRAR &b A1 PBIH BRI & AR A & GHRT A1 I8 W1 8 I8+ P [o1g SHH &b 719 TR
I7d 9T R GUM & oy WTa 1 el Ba™l & AT AR DI AISl T8l 5l offdp
HRBR 3 [HAMI IR BIs W &1 el <l 8l

STST SATRETT BT gaTel YR < H 7 I8T 2| AN el & fob TRET0T b SR Ie
Rrerm 7 3T AT gD I €1 H 39 e & AedH A S 9aTd AT dred g & S
FN & & oy &, 9 F & &1 B Regar ff 78 S 2, ot dvel-gaiRi vas
& Wiferds 99 Y 21 S 21t oFR fifg & 8 Sd 1 eI S @RI 8 9,
ST T Al & 9T Aepsi-goIR] Ubs q{H 81 H SR Yol @redl § 6 S dr ®
IRAR B AT AGR B BT B B E, T el A Sooll T aTel 39 a1 Bl Hedl & AT
I ATATST IoT 8 6 ST 31geret @l & 31 S HfY TE ST aTel @ €, 3919 S d
B B, I BN BT B B a1l 7, S < QY AN

294



[18 May, 2006] RAJYA SABHA

31T 98 WR FaTdl S6 @ &, W B 8 & STReT0T & M WR 311y &R Ugd 2 8,
QUfh=T ST S P T IR 3TRETVT B =T 7, T IS Y 1cger 3Reror &1 82 & W
P HEH QI Y8 [T YO A18d] § (b d 395 Y garer ol 81 BRd 81 offb
9ITe 1 gaTd © 3R 31T TN &) a7l SSTY 7 72 B

HEIGY, TRTAF & P oot 39 <2 4 et i oY a1 8, 94 Fel At
A HIR, IR AT IOR b WY W TSI g$ 21 3R 39 YA Bl G gaven 3 S, g
JUR a1 SITY iR FSTe ur yfH &1 & arerar Si e & 8, S 98 4 faaRa a=
& ST, o wEere g o ot it g smand wea 3 (R da1 81 7 €, 9w fRufy e
TR | SAFTT A HA) Sft W § 8 frde oo o 39 981 9 Ud <reibreis fRufer
A frges & forg oy 531 &1 B sifaer |

g I U TRIETA 930 Y& 8, Udb Py WM <9 &1 8, 39y 39b o1y
3MMfEH qoTe Bl Y TSTIT ST YA FUR AThR S Figa § SN 7 Tl &1 HrRi fvy St
1 AT BT FYeRT 9 81 Wb A1 89 P Y& <20 & I8 arel AT, gaR <2 4 Sy
I3 &F AT 7 99 HXh (AT 9 Feb | TART T2 Y314 2| g=IaTa|

SHRI RAVUU\ CHANDRA SEKAR REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Mr.
Deputy Chairman, Sir, | thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak on
the subject of import of wheat and agrarian distress in the country. Sir, as far
as problems in agriculture are concerned, we have discussed this issue during
the Session in July, 2004 - the debate took place on u™ July, 2004 -again on
2o March, 2005, and, day before yesterday also, | had raised this issue.

The hon. Agriculture Minister was kind enough to reply to the debate
on two occasions, on g July, 2004 and on oo™ March, 2005. Sir, even after
repeated requests from the people of our country, the Government, both at the
Centre and the State, is not responding to the demands made by the farmers
and their representatives. Sir, we have problems right from seed to sale. As |
have also raised this issue on the previous occasion, the main problem is of
getting good quality of seeds, fertilizers and pesticides, apart from depending
on the monsoon.

Sir, we don't have assured water for the agriculture and the farmers
are at the mercy of monsoon, and, finally, when it comes to the harvesting
time, again they have to depend on the Rain God to save their crops. In spite
of the difficulties and all the odds, they raise some crop and get the harvest,
but, again, they are thrown at the mercy of the middlemen. Sir, we have no
system of purchase by the Government agencies except
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the Food Corporation of India. The other day, | raised the issue of paddy crop
in Andhra Pradesh; they are unable to sell the paddy. The Food Corporation of
India has opened few centres without adequate infrastructure and people are
forced to wait for eight to ten days in the market yards. Sir, the other day, |
demanded to open more purchase centres while providing required
infrastructure.

Coming to the issue of fertilizers, seeds and pesticides and the
agriculture inputs, Sir, they are unable to get the agriculture credit. They have
to depend mostly on private moneylenders - as the institutional financing is
very meagre - and they are paying high rate of interest. For that simple reason,
they are unable to retain the produce and they are bound to sell it on the day
of harvest. Otherwise, there is no storage facility. They cannot retain the crop
since the interest rate is very high and the moneylender also presses for the
repayment of the loan.

Time and again, we have been requesting the hon. Minister to raise
the agriculture credit. Though it has been raised -- for the past two, three
years, some sort of improvement is there -- but that is not adequate. More
particularly, the worst sufferers are the small and marginal farmers. We
demanded, time and again, to give the percentage of small and marginal
farmers who are getting credit from the Government institutions or cooperative
institutions.

Sir, | come to the issue of suicides in Andhra Pradesh and other parts
of the country. | have the figures from Andhra Pradesh. Right from 14" May,
2004 to 15™ May, 2006, about 3,115 farmers have committed suicide. Apart
from this, 391 weavers have committed suicide. In otal, nearly 3,500 people
died out of distress. Sir, the help extended by the Government of India and the
State Government is totally inadequate and it is not at all reaching the families
affected by virtue of these calamities. Sir, | am aware of the time constraint
and | know | have very limited time.

Sir, even today, the newspapers from Andhra Pradesh quote that you
are going to tax the agriculturists. Yes, this is the leading newspaper from
Andhra Pradesh. It says that you are going to tax the agriculture income also.
Sir, the news item says that you have invited comments from the people,
suggestions from the people by July 5 of this year in order to tax the people.
Sir, there are 162 exemptions in the Income Tax Act, and, perhaps, you are
going to repeal the same. Sir, if it is a fact and if the Government does not
contradict the news item, it is going to put a heavy
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burden on the farmers. Sir, the other aspect is the National Agriculture
Insurance Scheme. Sir, this is also a miserable failure. There are a lot of
lacunae in the scheme itself. For instance, | will quote one news item wherein
about Rs. 500 crores are given to Andhra Pradesh by virtue of the National
Agriculture Insurance Scheme. Out of 294 constituencies in Andhra, only 3
constituencies got Rs. 210 crores out of Rs. 500 crores given to Andhra
Pradesh through this National Agriculture Insurance Scheme. | will send these
clippings to the hon. Minister for examination and remedial measures. If the
version is correct, you have to rectify the scheme itself. Sir, the insurance
scheme itself, as | have demanded earlier, should be at par with the vehicle
insurance scheme. If an accident takes place, somebody rushes to the spot
and gets the damage assessed there and then. But, as far as agricultural
crops are concerned, by the time the officers reach the village or the farm,
everything is removed from the scene and they do not get the required
compensation.

Sir, even yesterday, we met the hon. Prime Minister regarding the
spurious seeds and pesticides. Apart from this, big multi-national companies,
like Monsanto, are selling their products in India at high costs. We made a
representation to the hon. Prime Minister on behalf of the people of Andhra
Pradesh. All the MPs of the State met the hon. Prime Minister. We are not
against the companies. The pricing system, the pricing mechanism, should be
checked. We are unable to bear the rate provided by the Monsanto company.
In the name of big companies, they are creating a lot of problems in
agriculture sector. This should be checked.

Another point is, the hon. Minister, while participating in the
Agriculture Summit, 2005 - this was held on April 9™ and io™, jointly with the
Agriculture Ministry of the Government of India and the FICCI - gave a key
note address on the subject, "Agriculture Summit - Reforms for Raising Farm
Income". They have made a lot of suggestions. | want to know from the
Ministry, as far as these suggestions are made in the Summit, how many are
complied with and how many are implemented. And, having given a keynote
address, we expect the hon. Minister to respond to that also.

Coming to the plight of the farmers, the suicides are on the increase.
The Government of India constituted a Committee and entrusted the work to
an organisation called MANAGE. Apart from the reports from the experts like
Swaminathan, there are Reports from Andhra Pradesh. The Jayathi Ghosh
Commission is also there. Another Report has come from
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the Ravi Chenna Reddy Commission. Sir, all these Commissions went into the
details of farmers' suicides. They have come out with certain suggestions and
they have come out with good recommendations. Sir, | would like to request
the hon. Minister to throw some light over these recommendations to help the
farmers of our country.

Apart from this, we have been saying, time and again, that there is a
Report on micro irrigation. The amount allocated is very meagre on micro
irrigation. | demand that the Naidu Committee Report, which is with the
Ministry, should be implemented in tofo, wherein he has recommended to
provide more than 50 per cent to the farmers for the drip irrigation and
sprinkler irrigation so that we can mitigate the problems of the farmers.

Sir, the other issues are with regard to agriculture credit. Still, the
institutional financing is very, very meagre and we demand that it should be, at
least, to the tune of 50 per cent. Otherwise, again they are forced to seek the
financial assistance from the moneylenders, which is against the interests of
the farmers.

Finally, Sir, | will come to the import of wheat. We have been
discussing this issue. | have also given a notice and | am told that it is posted
to 22" of this month. The demand which | have made through that notice is
that the wheat which is imported and placed at ports like Tuticorin, | am told, is
not worth eating, worth consumption. It is injurious to health also. When so
many problems are there, why are we importing wheat against the interests of
Indian farmers? | have with me a lot of statistics regarding wheat growing
States and their problems, but due to paucity of time | am unable to put forth
all those things.

Sir, coming to my own State, we have been narrating these problems
time and again, but we have not got any solution. At least, through this debate,
| expect the hon. Minister to come out with a package. We are having a lot of
faith and confidence in him. Through his reply, we hope that something can be
done. He has convened a meeting of Chief Ministers in Andhra Pradesh. We
expected that a package would be announced on that day itself. | do not know
why it was withheld. Sir, please, see that some assistance is given to the
family members of those who have committed suicides and to the people who
are in distress. Though there is a moratorium in Andhra Pradesh - | don't
know, as of know, if it exists or lapsed - but private moneylenders are pressing
farmers to pay back their money.
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In view of all these problems and in the regime of WTO, our farmers
do not have a level playing field. We have not provided them with the
information; we have not equipped them very well; and we have not given
them required subsidy to compete with their counterparts in the rest of the
world. Sir, to encourage the farming community, you have to come out with a
package.

Sir, when more than 70-80 per cent of the population is dependent
on agriculture, why are we neglecting the agriculture sector? Sir, even in the
earlier part of the session, we have demanded that there should be a special
Budget for the agriculture itself. (Time-belt) When we compared it with the
Railways, the argument given was that it was self-generating and agriculture
was only investment. Sir, they are giving a lot of income to the Government, a
lot of revenue to the Government, but we are neglecting the agriculture sector.
Sir, everybody says that he comes from agriculture family and that he has
agriculture background. | don't know what has happened to the people who
are at the helm of affairs, who are not at all coming forward to help the
farming community.

Sir, once again, through you, | request the hon. Minister, in whom we
have a lot of confidence, to come out with a package to save the farming
community and help the farmers who are in real distress and to see that the
package announced by the Prime Minister earlier during his visit to Andhra
Pradesh is implemented. As far as import of wheat is concerned, it is
detrimental to the interests of Indian farming community. Please, see that the
order is withdrawn. Don't place further orders for the import of wheat. It will act
against the interests of Indian farmers. With these words, | thank you, Sir, for
having given me this opportunity.

it SuUTafe : SN ST 1At | UG U Ui e &1 99y Bl

it IS STATA (ISIRAT ) : &gdTe STAHT HEI&d, M9 fIa=1 31rsi
<1, IT 1 A HE IS, TR IR $ FHATIT e H AT BT g1 HicbT (el 8 3R
I8 AT I AT H IS Thed &l AR 12 I8 0P, 1990 H ofdx 2002 TP § 9
FRII WG Bl G V81 3R I 9, AR I GHI & FUTIRT T A1 2
ST ST ST, 7 T I TRV ATEd Td I7ch LT WH1d T Bl Sff, §7
T AETgHEl & W g3 59 69 9 AR 9P ANTER § B B Bl Al el ol
SO 81 81, H S0 A1 s IR < fA< 31 18l 7 ) TT o1, S5 AgHd b HER
A Y31 980 $O WIRI DT AR AT AT AT Td H TR IR AT G Al H Il FROT
PR BT g STFHTIRT HEIGY, 9 H A< gR 31T g <1 319 Sl 8HR <% & HewReH
SRR § 3iR 39 T & AT FHTafRT
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T, ITch AT B JTD] I 40 TUT A BTH DR BT AIDT el 27 3R 374 B: 99 & forg ST §
FADR AT §, STD FUIRIE BTt H 31X MM ITAHIIIT BIel H, Jo R gwa
TG R BT AIDT el 8| He e, | JAMIeh! fawarsy faefn amsdn § & 9 TRAFR |e
D1 ITRHAT & STgel H NI TR Had I |

ST Feled, 3rd § o+ favy 1=, R ux 3117 =i 81 %1 8, 99 IR 379+
fraR v a1 g1 ol AR |l IR iRl i B ST BT W, R @
I R R eq-31H foaR aaeh fpy| = @rifae 21 BN & bR & fofv aFR
B9 91 7 BN, T 395 S 3R I & foIg w21 7 o, a1 § I8 &g, {6 37 forg,
I! WG b foIg 89 fig 1 981V Al B9 981e? #eId, I'm not a farmer,nor
am | a poor farmer like our earlier Prime Minister, @ifth & 39 foha™ &1, HRT &
T ®1, 3T 39 A9E § WS BIPY, YT U8 YU H TAHRD BIHR THT HR]
ITEd §, SHD WIT BRAT A8 g1 T3 DI KR 89 G P 8, oAfp H [T Bl
T SATAY HRAT =TT § (b 3p Bl URRARTAT & ITag[E, I W BT DI AR
TSI BN, S R 6H a97 31 AR YT 8N, S9 IR 918 B AR YS! 811, ST Siofel e
A 81T, ST I W aHI-fasrell 78 e g, Sad! Wie-di Ht g W) A8
foret BT 3R ST IIE HH-HW Bofl ff THT W) L et B, Bl &SIl | &9
AR BT fhAM, 7T § YIfSd YR &1 [HaT, 59 <% H 7 RIS 45 ARg 7 g UaT
B DT 8, I R EH SAB] T 7TaT Bl ? o+ TR aRFRRAfal # Tgdy | vRa &
fopar = oruy aReM 3, 31T UM A 39 99 b A PRI AN b WM & forg A1g A1
PRIS T 31T YT foham o @ik 98 YgT FR RET B

HAEIGY, TR M FaTdl I8 31T ¥ {6 &9 39 foa & fog west &f 9gq
3o frar 8, &9 98 <191 Hl BR Aahd 21 S W TREN 9 S H 318, S8 fhami & forg
T AEYfIIe © 31| fhas At 31X fhae el 9 8§, U8 ¥ 9RY faarg &1
fawg €1 2, aft wEiey, # eyt et et = § o e avf A,/ feam s g9
< F A B AN & U WA & forg 1t e fova, <iiR +ff arast e R Se fag,
IR S fhaM & IR # g9 il 91 fagR &, T1 3M9d A Qb d2g AT s Si
WHIRAC U18H 2, 2001-02 #- § Bad g &I F91 B 3891 §- a1 98 F 610 HIY UfT
faaedl 2002-03 # 10 FUY FFTH T8 620 TV & V&7 31X 2005-06 H T8 640 FHUY 2|
qEIGY, &9 1 ford™ @51 91 & &, TR TSI &I 91d B &, THRT 91901 B
Irel I Bl G B &, A1 ORI H g ARl § TR WRER W, A IRE UaR Sf
I FHD I 31T E, W9 HY 21 H G BER TE g, SI1 9 F7T, Afeh :md o)y et
TR BT IGHR (TR ST 7811 6 IR A1t |, i A1el 9, S I9h! 71 30 HUY
ufd faaea &t 9ot <) 718, @1 98 S9 fham & fog wfblRnde 7, s ot &1 g™
TP G 96 T2 AR Aol & G 961 & 918 HI S9d §RT ST SIS B
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T $ad had 6 IRAC & 91 7, S b e s 81 S90S 915 89 S TS 3TUel
% SN BT U WRAT Il AT F A H g TS M1 © o it TR, S 39 UBHR BT
HEl 7 Hal e} QUG o, STHT W Bl 9 Bel U= TG o, 59 Rd wifd ga o A
TS Al SR X fha 7 Tl R SRR 7 SH@! fhd UeR ¥ #eg & a
forar Y o 7121 =T 3R S BHR < H WIS AT BRIS T TS UST BRA BT el
URT PR (TN ST FRIed, Si FaTel 89N A € b il I8 Scdre 4ar gor, g
g7 goTT, S WRIRHCT BT B 1 ARBR Bl HRAT ATl fHAM BT HH TRIRHS B,
JATs HRAT AR SH BPL & AN I Ugd $I T81 8] ARBR - YRIRHT HH a1
a1, a8 e a1 At wardt gRwre 3% &, USIaR 4 §s ©, &4 a1 sF
1Y o1, I UST gl 21 I o1, &1 G A1 979 <4 &1 1 8111, § I8 wehefReaw
F AT TE ST €, <ifh AEIed frar 7 o1 Vi ot It 7181 Y, R a9 weie
T SUTE 64 81 T 3R 3P HRYT AR 9 & AN Dl SIS Bl AT g, B BHl
BT HHAT BT UST| 31T 84 SR HH BT AT BT TS Y87 ® 3R e forw st
NS BT AHY T 7 RET &, 390 $ddl 3R hael ANBR BT hedRR &l 394 3R fpedt
P R 12T 81 I 90 R YRIRAT T2 fhar Tl wiife w9y R fham & i
T I R A1RY A, d S TF B P 918 WRBRT 72, § g TRPR B! 91l 781
BRI, ST W AR 39 TaRIRAT & fog R 2, 9 ORaR TaIRAe &3 4 %l g8
2,7 Bl g5 B 3R ITD] U BRI 62 ARI T TRIR BT AT Al I8 U ol
= 1 fHaT?d IIoTRT § EIh) AT 1 81 of UTgel T $9a] ReaRT fohdr @t 82
M 3 forar o1 XHTRITe A 8, 39 B fhdm &l 39 fory e R 9M1? I8
R U9 &1 ©, 39 B 8, IRGR &1 8 b S TRIRHe /1 81 [parl 59
T = 3BT 640 YT WX foaeer 3FTST < & ol 791 &1 fham| Jimaast 7Ry thet
B TS| IS I Ade e B smuat T § Teds 8 TS| U dgRIsiy
HHTIT BT AT < T o STl Yol IR H 3R IRt HR1, 799 S 0= goah] o 1 8,
TN EH B9 R BT Aol T8l TS| 89 SH ART BTN BT Uelrs; Hx &1 fah 3y
qrhe H 98T 3R RO HRUI SBIF IRAS fhar 21...(adm ). ..

it A SETSIAT (]IS ) = MMUat e+ Wi & gafery # smue! fewed
TET HIN...(GL)... 3R 319 G351 TeATS B al...(FFEH)...

off IMEN AT . o9 HY I 91 el 99 T4 U e o form
ofT|...(IL)... § MUHT TR ST AT|...(HTEH). .

PP, A RIBRI iR U2 FAT § IS H3il 1 AT bRl #lrerd §
5 At (3 PRI ) : J e e A1 - BTe HXL...(FaHH)...

301



RAJYA SABHA [18 May, 2006]

i} IS AT : I BS-BTS B B I1d T8l 2, e Bl Rifes I 4R
TS WIS ATES El...(FqEH). .

i} G IrTSIfeAn : 31T W IS 9IS A8 Bl...(Ta)...

Y IS AT« Y S et AR <@ o 5 519 § ¥% 919 MUk
A I AL 3B AT A 9% @l 81, freh1 IR At # g, Rifd HEIGA,ITH
T 7 I 91 o 4 2 {6 I8 WA o # g% g8 B (JaUH)...

$t WA EISIfeAT © PR 3MY Y TS by ol § UP a1 g7
(I, R, ﬁwwwwg’, Sir,will you allow me to put a question
to him? ... @@gM)... § $ad VP AaTel I8 Yo d1sdl §, 39 91d I8 & b FRIRHT
TE fT, A9 HET o1 [ I8 #LN=RI Pl 81 T8, [ led Faife] are AR & gRT &
T YIS P GRI T, SISATH AT HISTRIT g3 €, I8 &g &b WAl o & BT 37T X8
BISN Sled TSt &, TR B I7 5 BN, S0 R B Tl 8, 3119 I I8 A7 <1

ft XM RIS ;. SUMHUIY ARG, AT S HeIGd « St U fahan
2, SUPT IR o7 B RS S96! 81 3MID! TS 337 91 BT &A1l 8T o H By
IR 41 7BT §, BT 38R WY RET §, H SeR-SJeR WThdl 8T §, R 314 Ul $Is 914 8l o
3ATST H 3P AT 98T §, oifche SHDT IR AT HAT Sff <11 H 379 A1 T T
YT A& G....(AFETH)...

IY[AMT ST, § g DI WIS &AM § U MR 727 M G oI H
price ¥ TR ¥ T 3@ 5 I 2001 | ABR 2006 Th B 6 T BT TR §S &, O1G
& The cost of living for everyone has increased more than 40 per cent or 50
per cent. fHA &1 S IS B, IHBT Hod Hadl 6 I 961 ol IgT 96 g A d 4
ggd IR o frar €, § a1 7€ €, A g9 e & IuTe IR AR S 1/
TG # st el 3 Aie &1 ScaTe Pl g, Al IR 31 a1 g off fb deie
TEel 100 WUV ST faandT o7 3M1R 319 180 WUY &< fdehs T&T 21 AT AT &1 &7 80 WU
g ITIT T, TN 80 URAC A T, Afhd gt fHam &1 9 Sare 2, 39 TR Had 6
R B TN SHY BH 9 ANT (U1 G138 2o & b g6 fpr & forg foraeim a1
B B |

(Suawread ( $ft derRTe st ) derfi= gu)

a1 81 B aR 31, J2 I8 920 S@HR AT BT 51 G-I AT TEIR
ff g1 a1meed BT 2 6 av 1996-97 #, T2 oTl & {5 S Y WIS 311 & &l WK
& BN, I WY 33 URWC purchases &H §s il procurement & ATesd & Rt
purchases g1 T1RY off, IHH fhR-33 T=™T 76 off 3R RIT&T purchases &1 g8 offl
R 1997,1998,1999,2000 # BH TR&R H &, SHAT HIs A4 R & 2, afch 1998-
99 H 436 TRVC purchases off,
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9P 91 11 TS purchases SaTaT off, fhv 2001 # 26 UR¥<T procurement SaTaT ot
ST SITET procurement & @il TS off, STATET procurement 81 & &, 1 fhv &1 o7
o1 {3 a9 2005-06 # 3MMU -11 URHA< procurement T 2, 12 M9 At 30 IR SATRT
procurement & Hdhd o, MY WY 25 TR™E SATST procurement & qadhd o, fear =
3MudT red card &1 fa=ar faam o1 {5 Get out from here,we are not selling to you”
# arrelradT & e | T8 B 81 g, § NS A I T2 SAfig I Al § [$
TARI sympathy fHT & 9121 €, BRI sympathy 39 @FN & A1 7, I AT TR €,
ST organized sector ¥ &, I oY A9 FHR & ATEA AR JALT UL &, oAl
unorganized sector H B B dTell fHA 3R FoIgR, SHS ol RIT 572 &9 99 AN
ST RTSTHIT % &5 | B BRd 8, I S & b S9! 9 minimum wages @ g1 firef
aTch B S fram & 91 {6 UdR &1 T 3fR 96RdT 81 & 7, I8 H M9 A
RECRINCI ERIG]

U HEIgd, 89 Wadh! I 9ic <2 €, B 9P 0491 ¢ I8 &,918 I8
el 1 <, § IH VaARTST 81 IR W8T §, 918 98 HHARN] I, 98 98 GIfSd & Bl
HOIGR B, IT8 9 Pl HHAR] 81, T2 [l 3R &7 BT HHAR] 81, 89 fadl WD Igd
ISR & IR U= ITH] U1 < &, <lfhT 91d B BT <7 &7 qaTel 31T 2, 1 IRNBR
P WO YR TTell o1 STl 21 89 Sb STE & YT HIFd SHD! e8] &f 3R ST 61
R & {5 o1t & i1 "eY o1y e 1S, o1y xad o1t 91t <7 9 T forey gaR
T 319 Sal B 99 &7 8, 311 31U B8 b fordy TR ¥ Mgy 81 JE 81 8H
[P BT T BT R IATY I8 &, Wil B AT 8, I8 gl FHS ¥ e AT 51
Procurement price TX 319 procure &l & UK ¥, MY IAD!, ITD IATE B
ST AT TE ¢ U E, MY IWBT WE FHY IR R S IR G 3R WiE Sy
ST BRI b, MY SHH! 8 TS T T2l § b, AT SHD] T SIofel T8 § dhd,
Tl 3R Feoft TR} TET FreihY, SHp! ST 31T T WTST AT a1 frer T, ¥ IR IRpfied
IE! 8, Sl U HHARI & oY 2, Sl Uab 3R & oy & A1 U g IFTRS & forg 2l
AP 519 I (AT & IeUTE BT T 3T &, A1 89 Gg1 Hid ol &1 89 Sp! g1 @ie
HR U1 8] < ©1 SUFTee Heled, H ATdl-We) a1 Hel arsdl g , § g9 IS
T GAM1 9T, i T§ qaTel SAR <2 b 60 TRILI,70 HRHRIT AN HT 81 599
TSHIRT SR | RT W BT IIe 39l WY A1y, alc gHaeT ff A1yl 3= WY S+t
gfaamg & €, g7 N 791 g < €1 AT 3ot I& e @l dRap! T2 8l T 2
3ot A et —aiact < & Y < F 25-30 TS AT, 1 Al mudT wefefRew T &,
BRI

SUGHIRIE HBIGd, Wy # MUY 3 T2 & 1 Ydb oI d1d el aTed]
&, T8 g & MM & IR | ¥, FIfh Ig Yo Saoid (997 & 797 82 ¥ 99 91 Dl gy
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BIF IRTEE 7 W $HP IR W 7T & CRITR(TH! g1 21 9 Tt BF ify Ofcr )
gl 21 9gd sredl ard 21 fb I I8 a1a ®E1 § % <2 & 4] B Su0h I
B I R anfeT) § Tue! a1 <1 €, IR 3T+ SIS BT el I T8 [T, A1 39
<9 ¥ IS B, 984 81 T &, & \Gh] dicd 7, 89 AdD! died &, offh e B
dfest # g9 doit famara €, 7 o 1 et wrem A a-aiig s ¥, gafery e
BIIET SSTAT STl RET &1 ¥ 3RS 8, gl $¥eb1 BRIGT SS[AT Sl Y& &1 579 fhsir
3R #STgR, ST el BR FfSd 21 S, 1 59 <% o <R dTd! @Rl Pl BrIaT a1e d
firerm, ugel wrIeT fam a1 smem safoy § arsar g % 89 S &1 98 ™
IS B A I8

IY[ITEIE HEISY, g b AT P a1 Il K&l 21 37d qg1 a1 T, o1 G2
SERY T8 2 5 5 g T | a1 P g o IR AN St @il 48 @l TRE U 50
T Ugd TS 21 341 ) B! Ao eI © [ 5 g e A 50 ARG < 8l Wbl 8, Al I8
50 G BT SATaT BT AU H&1 Al Y ST B, Bl ol 3T el 8T b 31
T2 X1 5 | 50 B BT TAT? R WBR & I 3feheror 3 ardt, wfeRea @
qTel AN €, AT EH I IGHAT IR R el MG a1 3 SgA T8 Hx Aol 9 fb
3R B9 25 AG e $H Uiqiric a2, a1 84 25 JRg < df =1y &1 far-uradt
AT & L BT dTll Dl TS I & foIg ST 11T At Ffey B, <Afht g w1 7an
% Fat 5 A T AM I B

SUFHTIE HEIGd, J31 59 d1d Pl HAN © & 79 5 g e &7 iffex
BRI | AT 1, R 3ffex a1d § A 81 197 U1, I8 AW TP IR & ¢ W el
3MMAT B I8 T T2l AT 2, 3DBT BRI JGART H AT gl AFIG A3 ABIGH, 3MMTDh
HTEgH W qATG {6 ST IRAIS SR 7 81 ST RAIRY H AT 28 =i 911 3R Ig
WeHTH Bl IRFIRY | 9 a1a! BT TS ThRT 3T ® fop STeTet s foran # i fear wan
&, b Sl FaTferc] AR <=0 4 771 A1f3Y off A1 ot WAy aRaR 1 fay 2, 5
A & Jaifds 98 5 T8 21 Suaeds weied, R 39 918 99 § 3w
IHD! DI R GLH? 44 AT 65 T TR STeR & 19 & Bergrerer fam 1 o,
QAP 3ITST T2 & 3TaR STeR Bl T 45 WA 50 U1 21 S fE19 & I 1A
T T {6 TR T H IMHR SR I 800 HYIT W faIcdl TS| STAHIIE ARy,
R T 640 AT faaT 11 YT MR fa<en 9 o777 a7 g 840 HUAT TS, 840 HUY A
STET US| ) 75T H I8 T2 11yl {6 I il 81 Y81 27 37K 319 31t ATdhe H S
g TATT, TN FH VT & SR AT g et Fehd1 872 <ifehT M9 U1 1 &1 aredd, Jo
AT | FITE § 39 ARHR & IR H 31l 1 I8 & B8 qohdl, ol 31 IE 91 AIGH &
feorg Tge 321 & Uh T8 IR A, I 3HIE $H H g TdIC 8, §78 SHIC Hed
H UAIRTIE &, §8 11 TR fohami & forg IR gwaIc &-a &1 herer o o weiey,
133 RIS WY BT IRAT AR & fHaml & 39 & IeT H§ TSI 37 & fofg @diar
T AT SURHTETET HE 1S, A9 D! HIH €,
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4.00 P.M.

IE 133 RIS HIY B T0N0 , Gl M1 S BT YHE 81 11, I $T Hg RIHe T2l gan
3fIR U < ATl $9 <27 H &1 71| 3feTY § 59 WRPR 3l ReAgs PRI, H [l
IR ATS &1 AT, AT 39 & I By TFRIUS 96 & Sl 339 UPR &b Tl B b
g1 TR 5 oG TF H 400 RIS BT B YaRToS @d &1 V&1 8 A1 50 o’g & # fhan
R YRTTSl @d BRI I8 20 BOR BRIS HUAT W SN T8 20 TR HRIS WU B
i1 Bl 39 H Dl T g B AHT ¥, S B BRI $9 < Bl AR Y Fa1
ST Sl PRE UR g WRISA] AT 6, T8 341 AP 89 ANl b [SHRT § &1 M1 8T 57
Why do we want to spend our valuable foreign exchange for this purpose?
Just for nothing. $ &1 S9ifthe AR & A BT &1, WRA & STHHT BT Ta1 3R
HRA & foet aafh @ T8 o’ 981 9t aafh €, g8f U= S HUit §, Hadt 59 b a1
BT SUFHTEET HEIGY, BH ORI &b ¥ & oy WRA B HHTS BT U1 &1 <2 T8 Th
Wef N 91T 21 319 Ig WRPR S1A19 < b B9 P I8 RATET WS & AT EAR I & fpd
77 B faceh @l &t sarer S 2

SUGHIEHE Heled, 59 Gy d A1 §AR HY 30l Sff d bg GRPR A A 77
gl ugell a7, 98 99 HRY 5 39 &1 fhear < g g7 w1 27 9% W 91 91y
% 9 99 & forg a1y @1 fBa1 e 1 Ff2Y? TUR 91, MY Sl WIS $R B ©, 98
TR WS & gRT 81 R va1 711 S {6 391 & arll & @R & fog
IHAFEIID T8l BRI, &RIT $4 a1 BI AT RS BN ? AR G 99 TR Bl WIS &
HieTel § HIS V1 Tedssen e 8RN R 9 3 397 Y fhv e Iz us, S
AT B & <1 U91? iR <l 7% I & {5 § Frde = =aredn g b ARapR s
T TR g9: IR ) TROR TGRSR B AT I PIORT ST A g @IS B 39
AT o= R 9 AR 9| SyqTede qe1ed, H I8 A1 e SR d18dl g adife 984
H AR BT ST § 6 SIS Adex § BM P &) § GRBR DI 91 <1 d18d1 g b
ARBR W 9 TG DI FHS | H I B B8 <1 A8 g [ 3T 9y 319 &b Y 3R
A GRS BT 1 1 8- HST H PIUNT ST UG R I8 TS o dTedT [p=ar 3
P SRATSl TR &1 AT MY Pl IH & Wd-Wd, X101 -IRATo! SHR AT TSl DI $
foTQ FSTgR BT U< 1T d A1 <l WU fFaed SATeT & <3 S &1 T fais a1el1 872
I DI AT H S T971 81 d Wl DR Fhdl ol 39 Pl IHR I[P DI SToxd el 8l I
I A ST BT (8 T1 AIe1 51 I B1 91 WIfhe BT Aifed & iR I IH QRT3 I
3T I & Y F I B, XBIAR B H B 9 I1d Bl A1l GRS HX 3T F
AT AT BT goioT § PHIC HRAT 51 AT 640 TUY P 919 § W 3R g8 740 WU H
GRS, AT 319 F IRT B AY? TR 37T BT HIaIIRAS HH BT 3IR A9 R 571
PN 3R U1 1 I9 | B G RN § I8 WHR Bl 93 WY T | FHSIHT

qTEdl g STFHIEE HE I, Gl TRBR &
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AN OX $s IR ST 31l 1 721 Bal & b 3T1oT A 31 7, gafery 9 dlofloveo #
T BT BIST HH B S| I MY 7 ST BT TN FHTeAl T8 BIg G 87 S
TRIG TGH BT e I UEA B BH € AR MY IHD 3R HHF B Bl A1 97 I8 8l
Hel e8] AT b 1T H 3iR A STE1 UR 3719 39 P [STEIGR 5 UbR Bl ? a8i
JHY R G B UgT? A HEIGd, ARN Bl SF1 SISH W Al A18Y | 31T 37T & IR
JTST Tl 8 3R TR 31T G111 <41 ol H 1 & R I ? Suwredd 7eied, $9
P fTT ARPR BT TSI FIRAT B TSl 87 3R ARER WM G $ T B Tsaid
AT T&] B bl AT 98 ARG YT STRIT 191 § HHR AT STl 2

a9, # 3= a1 P8 BR GH IR 8T gl SUMHIEIE HeISd, § SATIHT STaT
Y TET L

IywTede ey, § ofd # Hfy 7 Sft & FE argm % oy W 9gq
WA & 3R 3 7 # fif¥ad wu & frari & ufy g g # Simusy el v € f
3ATY 3T & TFs H 7 U 3777 4R & fHAMI Bl b TbR A Iigfg B 3R of S
BT BTH B Ahd & 3R 31T ITD! 5 UHR A 3Nfd Tl < Ahd & Tol & w4 §
AT HO & B H JISH § I & ©Y § H, I8 98 SIotel 8l 1 Ugrd, fasret, ot ,
F@Te A7 9157 &1, S AR AT § MY S9D! 78S H B AHhd &, RN(P a8 THI 3T &
2, 3T BT U Whll B, HH g 81 Favell 2 3R ART bt Rerforan 9 wapeht 272 gaferg
AT TTed1-J-SToa! VAT AR B BT YART B, dIfh THR < & IR DI, 7 AR
THR & gael §, R avar 9 7l 81 U138 8, WK A% el 81 Il 2, feam
P! fRTer T8 {2 SITq1 # S gaim S1uh a1d FHIG BT g1 AU 31 SiT JFawR T,
I fory ggd-agd g=ara|

SHRIMATI N. P. DURGA (Andhra Pradesh): Thank you, Sir, for
allowing me to speak on this very important issue of wheat import decision
taken by the UPA Government. The speed with which the Government is
rushing for import of wheat to southern ports indicates that there is something
fishy in the whole process. On the one hand, the Government is saying that
the wheat stocks are depleting and to replenish the same it is importing wheat.
But on the other hand, Sir, if you look at the total wheat production this year, it
is going to touch 74 million tonnes against the earlier expectation of 73 million
tonnes and the procurement figures indicate that it is going to procure about 16
million tonnes against the expected target of 16.3 million tonnes. And, the
Government says that the official grain stocks have dropped by .2 million
tonnes against the buffer-stocking norms of 4 million tonnes. But, is it not true
that, as of February end, there were 47 lakh tonnes of wheat stocks in various
godowns? So, if you calculate the whole thing, there is a shortfall of about 2
million tonnes, whereas the
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Government wanted to procure 3.5 million tonnes i.e., 15 lakh million tonnes
of more wheat. | would like to know from the hon. Minister the reasons for
procuring an additional 1.5 million tonnes.  This is my first point.

The second point | want to make is about the quality norms. | would
like to know from the hon. Minister whether it is true that the quality norms
have significantly been relaxed for import of wheat. This becomes clear if you
look at the norms set by the STC to procure wheat when compared to its
previous tender floated on February 20, 2006, through which you had
imported five lakh tonnes of wheat from Australia. So, | would like f.o know
from the hon. Minister whether it is not true that the February tender
specifically says that the imported wheat would be free from moulds. But, if
you look at the Tender issued in May, there is no mention of moulds. That
means, wheat can be procured even if there are moulds. What are the
reasons for exempting this? | would also like to know as to what are the
reasons for allowing dwarf bunt and ergot fungi pathogens to the extent of
0.005% and 0.01% in the proposed import of wheat whereas you had not
allowed the same in February tender. And, same is the case in respect of
allowing the moisture content. Now, you are allowing 13.5% moisture content,
whereas, you had allowed only 12% in February and that too by paying a
higher rate. What are the reasons for increasing the moisture content this
time?

The next point | would like to know from the hon. Minister is: What
compelled the Government to import wheat at Rs. 9500 per tonne whereas
the Government is procuring the same from Indian farmers at Rs. 6500 per
tonne, of course, with Rs. 500 additional incentive. What problems the
Ministry is facing in the procurement of wheat from our farmers at the rate of
Rs. 7,000 per tonne? What are the reasons for importing wheat when the new
harvest has already started hitting the markets and this year is expected to get
a bumper crop?

Sir, these are some of the points on which | wish to seek
clarifications from the hon. Minister. | request him to specifically respond to
these queries while replying to the debate.

S} IR ARTIOT AE (TR U< ) : SMERONI SUGHIEIET A1, H 95 Sraral
7 e iifs gR fagT wreh Sarer did g% €, 3o Saret f$ed # SR 91 g9 €,
S9fory $B AT AT dTd JATID A I HH 5 JeTs, 2004 BT T8T 5T FHT H A
P w0 H 20 ol oY 3R 99 I < VBT § b A IR 39 [y W T 81 gl 81 8% A
I =4l 81 & 3R I8! a1 Bl 8, I8 AT S © b
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ORI ®ol F 7R ST I8 &, 39 U § 3o+ fhad 1R, S99 Ueel § ga+ fhas a1 #
T H T2 o1 X&T € o ARPR 0BT 31 TR J H1 781 o W 82 I TAR ST &
T €, ST 31+t FEd 3R TRIH | 89R foTy oot 457 o= € Ty 7 31+ 8fiR o1y
ol BT U YR & 3R TR SIERT 3191 Ue WR B 3R e o et de1 v 3R
3EHT U 3 |1 e 1 71 @Y, A1 S 9 371 T ST B THH ISl &b SR
H &M ¢ I8 &, i 39 Aol & %X &9 &I I 92l § 9T 32 & o nRax foram
JMHEATT RT PR VT 872 SRS I8 ARBR BT TeAd Ml & HROT 8T 8T Bl 8H
T I 1 01 <d § 12 TRUT W, R BR GWRIG qTell b fhd- tRAe IR MY oI
T 872 3T 51 1 9T <ty fob i fRafer 82 R R @kie T R T o © e
TN 872 Ugel 89 U MR, TR BR BT Iol1vil| I8 i1 GHET 89N I 37E &, I8 Bl
AT I T TS 2, S GAT B 916 FED 81 T8 R AT b IHDT dg Il B H
FHI S I AN IR o w9 § G @1 § 5 5 snereang aR 1w 2199
UECll R Y M9 FAgT AR o AT & A1 AT A1 S T dTogd gall AT 3R SHHT uall
EIEI

TGy, ol ST 35 wieft srrorre St ¥ garar o, o i FR UE Ut g8
2, RTI®T BIS $HTel 81 T1 81 YT 81 39% SR 414 {337 ST 912y iR S9 S+
BT L TID A IR fHAT AN AR I9-9 IS &, 3MID! IRT g7 Fdhel Bl
AR ST H 39 IR BT 81 ET § 3R it al AR A WY SiTel § HTeT oI 81 jET
21 AN WRA & Y4 U e 98IgR AR Sff 7 AR AT o1 ¢ 5 Sa 5y
a1 g I8iA a1 aTd Pel off fb 8aR <2 B 1Y JRIET RE 3fR gHa! wRuT
Q1 e, 3 ST Aol g9R foT 9gd STl §1 S84 gl 91 89N 99 9 81 8 3R
T gAY et Trem & forg St 21 ot & forg st Ao ot e ars o
BT &2 B3 HAfCAT o1 & Il B, 7R I8 ot uar T2 gerar fob R et a1 3met 9/ Q)
AT g ST ATHEATY g3 2, ST AT & B 37TS 2

HEIGY, UE I 9gd 81 gedi o), Arsh dTell 91 © 5 &9 gEN <@ em @l
HEM NE WRIE & § MR 37 AN A $E I8 & b A1 11 7q =TT bl 71l o7t &
oY T frerft, O 3 R IS UeT HRA? AT I Wl frr BRA? Ig 9gd THR 91 7
3R SHP! 95 1 AIRACH o1 A1 SR T fordT 72T, 1 371 daTel 93 & fex R
BT, T 9T AT FHST ST | BAR 7 H U F9 QT 31 o7 {6 af 1964,65,66 B
1T &, 919 UHSH X WRd S & 3R 1 Bl fIaand 311 off 3R 519 g1 Feran o1 fos
IR BB ¢ W TSI b T W AR 19T H ST 8T 7, Al AN S e foran vl 91 3iR
S A oot dt gt aieht off 98T AR FaR fF 991 A g A v o I A R aRE ¥
TR T B A EH o VA A g0 R ART SBR 9T STHIMT BT ST &,
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J AN 981 SITHR B BN, B9 aTex I g 1 HIH1 TS AR AT 89 e ki a1aw,
I AT ¥ BT B P A1 g4 A HIs ! I1d 81 Bl

H P AT b 37T S 12 TRYUT TS o & S99 4 WIS R 81 ol
TN MY 4 TR =TT AT 3R RITAT 376 HUR Holl 7, TRT Bl BT IS 3MH
PR ST, T9 ST A1 e =T I BT 7 <2 31 951 91 Bl =, o sIR &%
B H ARNGR T8 & 918 98 SToe] & aISlg &1 AT Iy TN B, 8 Jid IR fhami o
<1 o forq o v © ofR QR <1 1 Raarn &1

gafere § A H#2 S 9 e a6 6 39 R F e o |+,
R R <Al b1 o firet| 9TER & @ it €9 811 R Y UR &9 &7ue foh a1
A PH M < &, Al 18R W 7T @WRISd 21 T8 RIT 8% 5 AN Bl udl el et
BRIT? YT Tefdl 81T, RUIE T9RE Il & o I8 &9 <9 & fory oret a1 =121 819 AT
RIT AT B2 BH AT 910} AT a1 BRe & b BHR YT 311 Bk UaRad T 7, 89 AT
SO ARGDT BT, A BT, T BN A ST ol TR B, I U &9 &1 T8 < B 1
e & & W, Y AT BEl & B B2 S ST 95 el 91 8, IE BIS T
91d 81 & fob B S1TeH) SR ST < <1 ST ST ST 81T, S 98y S9! A-RTe R
T B BT, S HST ST Wbl B

YUY AEGy, § Sa1eT 8} §iemT argarn § e #Y S 9 e ardie
H&, TS o I S9@T BIg VT g1 (dbTel o™ b 399 R <11 &% <7l iy gl
g, ATETT & 9R H, I 4 8l, SAPT BIs & [hTel Rifh STH hadl &H 81 e, TH
ST T B & 3fR HAT St i) gt 81t 8111 3R o 91 © T 9 WR IIor1 81 a4
97 3E, SfRerHCe T2l 81 U1 I81? a1 o1 &% =Sl WX Il &9 Hherdl ITW $Hd Sff 38
g, fT U I Aot AT 7, Ry A9 a1 Ue wRaT 8 iR SHas gefar 7, oy wR &9
HHerd! el et U7 TE 2 iR 3FR 39 WR &H! Aherd Tel fefd! 7, a1 fhe gasdt ar
B §hR & g=ATE|

SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI (Maharashtra): Thank you very
much, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | am sorry | could not follow the whole debate
because from 3 o'clock, we had a meeting of the Standing Advisory Committee
where we had to finalise a report and | had to leave the House for that
purpose. But, since | came, | have heard some speeches and, ! think, | have
generally followed the trend of the discussion that has taken place here.

The situation, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, is extremely grave. | feel like
howling and crying out when | read reports of 7-10 farmers committing suicide
everyday in the region of Vidarbha itself. But howling and crying and histrionics
and making speeches with raised voices does not yield the result or any
solution. What is necessary is to sit down coolly, make an analysis of
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the situation, diagnose the disease and find a proper remedy. As far as the farmers'
suicides are concerned, | think, | have in this House spoken at least a dozen times
on this subject. But the subject has come up again. By now there is a general
broad agreement on the real cause of the farmers' suicides. In the early reports
prepared by the experts it was said that suicides always take place because of a
complex of various factors. It is never a single factor that results in suicides. It was
said that farmers who commit suicide have some addiction, they possibly have
some illnesses, diseases that make them despair of the life. But finally everybody
came to the conclusion that the most proximate cause of all suicides was the fact
that the farmers were heavily in debt and there was a pressure brought from the -
creditors who might be a private moneylender or more often a cooperative credit
society and that they use methods of recovery, which are humiliating, insulting and
that resulted in loss of prestige to the farmers for whom living in dignity in that
village is a very important consideration. So, the final stage, the penultimate stage
is the humiliation heaped on the farmers because of the kind of recoveries that
were being imposed by the creditors. Why did it come to this stage? The reasons
are very clear. It was C. Subramanium who pointed out for the first time that Indian
agriculture was a losing proposition because the farmers did not get the prices that
would cover their cost of production. This was a diagnosis made by C.
Subramanium himself. The farmers movements in the last 20 years have been
giving enough evidence of this, and | would say today that except for a few
enlightened farmers, who apart from agriculture also do some processing, also do
some exporting or have some kind of an associated activity with agriculture, and
are possibly able to meet their expenses, agriculture per se, agriculture by itself, is
necessarily a losing proposition. In fact in the movements, Sir, we do tell the
farmers, "Do not be shy of admitting that you are in debt. If you are in debt, it only
means that you are honest. It is only a dishonest farmer who can be without debt.
All honest farmers are in trouble today in this country." Why did this happen, I' do
not want to go into all the controversies. The matter is very clear. We know and it
has been admitted by the Minister for Commerce, it » has been admitted by the
Minister for Agriculture that even today the Indian agriculture is working under
conditions of negative aggregate measure of support which in common parlance
means that the farmer in India gets much lesser price than he would have got in a
market where there was no intervention by the Government - in a hypothetical” free
market. In all the countries like Japan, Europe and USA the farmers get much more
than
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what they would have got in a free market. In India farmers get much less than
they would have got in a free market because of the various restrictive policies
including the Essential Commodities Act imposed by the Government, the
various bans on exports, dumping operations carried out, as is being carried
out right now, we purchase wheat at a higher price and bring it in our market
and dispose it of at a lower price. We have restrictions on the movement of
agricultural commodities from one State to another, from one district to
another. We have restrictions on the processing, we have restrictions on the
storage and all this results in the fact that the farmers are never able to
recover the cost of production even in years when the nature is favourable and
the crops are good. Now you will get a clue as to why is it that the cotton
producing farmers have a greater incidence of suicides than, for example, the
sugarcane producing farmers. It is not that the sugarcane producing farmers
are more brave, it is not that the cotton producing farmers are.cowards. The
fact is, and you will see it in the statement that was submitted by Pranab
Mukherjeeji as Minister of Commerce to the WTO, that in 1986-1989, cotton
had a negative subsidy co-efficient of 110 per cent which meant that if the cost
of production of cotton was Rs. 210, the farmers were not able to get more
than Rs.100. That was the position of cotton. On the other hand, in the case of
sugarcane there was a positive AMS, i.e. if the cost of production was Rs. 100,
the sugarcane producers were able to get about Rs. 108. Sir, that is the
reason why the cotton-producing farmers have a greater incidence of suicides.
Before | left, | heard some analysis of what kind of farmers commit suicide and
| would like to make some things very clear. There is very little incidence of
suicides amongst farmers who do not own any land. The landless labourers
don't commit suicides because they are better off in today's situation than the
land-holding farmers. The land-holding farmers, incur the risk of natural
calamities and of Governmental interventions, while the landless labourers
who earn only wages, but they are fixed wages and nothing is cut from that.
There is no incidence of suicides amongst the landless farmers. The suiciding
farmer essentially is a land holding farmer and you will find that, in fact, there
were farmers who had 25 to 30 acres of land who commit suicide and who
also go on Employment Guarantee Scheme work in order to find a livelihood.
There is no pattern about the land holding, there is no pattern about the caste,
there is no pattern about the age. It is simply that the farmers are not able to
repay their loans and are unable to withstand the humiliation involved. Sir, the
remedy is going to be, and, | think, the UPA Government is making a
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horrible mistake here, everybody had been talking about it, our Minister of
Agriculture has been talking about it, the Finance minister is talking about it.
Giving additional supply of credit to the farmers is not the solution because he
will take the credit. He finds himself in such a position that he will take
additional loan but finds himself even more indebted and horribly indebted
because of that. What is important is to take measures that will make
agriculture a paying proposition i.e. the income of the agriculture should be
more than the cost of production involved. The UPA appointed a National
Agricultural Commission under a very eminent scientist like Dr. Swaminathan. |
have gone through the report and | find that these are the reports essentially of
a scientist, which concentrate, on the increase in production and improvement
of infrastructure. But he has not gone into the economics of a field operation
and found out why is it that the agriculture continues to be a losing proposition.
| have suggested to the Minister of Agriculture in a private discussion that we
have come to a situation now where the things are unlikely to improve, they are
more likely to deteriorate hereafter because we are entering the WTO era of
competitive marketing and we are entering an era of bio-technology and more
advanced technologies and the farmer who is a farmer because he got his land
from the father and, is therefore, trapped in agriculture and is unlikely to be
able to meet the situation, the challenges that are faced by this new agriculture.
The important thing is, to liberate agriculture from the sort of strait jacket into
which it has been placed. Firstly, get rid of the principle of eminence juris. The
land should not belong to the State. The land must belong to the farmer and he
must have the right to hold that property and no Government should have the
possibility of acquiring land at the slightest pretext. Secondly, the Government
should have no control over the supply of inputs nor should the Government
have any control over the manner in which the farmer is able to dispose of the
fruit of his labour. After that is done, the Government will have to make amends
for the sins of the last fifty years. If | have to answer, in one sentence, why is it
that the farmers commit suicide, | would say that it is because of the gangrened
wounds of the chronic exploitation by the Government of India of the Indian
farmers ensuring that the farmers are not able to make any margin there. If that
is the situation, then, of course, the Government will have to take some
measure and | made an assessment of that. The loss caused to the farmers on
account of the adverse policies of the Government of India in the last twenty
years - most of them are Congress years - was Rs. 3,00,000 crores. This is all
documented. That is the kind of policies that have been
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followed. You have to use, at least, a part of that for ensuring that the farmer is
able to stand up in the market and if he was fleeced till now by the
Governmental system of marketing, he, at least, gets a good chance, a good
start in the new era that is to come. Therefore, the money should be used for
developing infrastructure, for developing a network of laboratories, for
developing a network of information technology, so that the farmers have an
access to information from outside. If you ask me, 'What is the quickest
solution that can be given?' | would say, 'Tell farmer, who is on the threshold
of suicide, no need to commit suicide. All your trade, your business might have
been a losing proportion. But, you are an asset, which is a substantial asset,
particularly in the present epoch where the land values are appreciating.' If
you are able to give the farmers a chance, give them some money, at least,
equal to the stamp value of the land and say that we will pay you a better price
that will be more appropriate to the market conditions in about 12 months time.
But, even if you give farmer, as an advance, the stamp value, | think, most of
the suicides can be avoided. But, rather than doing it after suicides, we are
prepared to give every farmer Rs. 1 lakh who commit suicide which serves as
an adverse effect. If farmer gets an impression that he is under debt of about
Rs. 30,000, then, naturally, he works out, 'lIf | cannot pay Rs. 30,000 and | am
humiliated by the moneylenders for this purpose, then, if | commit suicide the
Government will come running and will give Rs. 1 lakh. And, at least, my
family will be happy." Giving compensation or paying people who commit
suicide is a very wrong policy. And |, even as a farm leader, would say that
this policy should never be followed. Giving money for people who die proved
to be counter-productive in Tsunami and it is proving to be counter-productive
even in the case of farmers' suicides.

Sir, on 10" December, in my area of knowledge, the hon. Chief
Minister of Maharashtra announced a special package for five districts in
Vidarbha where the number of suicides was the highest. And, surprisingly, the
number of suicides increased after that. Everybody knows the reason. At the
same time, the Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra made a statement
against private moneylenders, With the result, the farmers are not given credit
even by provision stores. Their situation has become even more cornered and
the number of suicides has increased after that. And, the Government
continues to entertain the old bygone Leftist philosophy about what is good
and what does a private moneylender do and what does a cooperative bank
do. | think, you will have to get rid of all those cobwebs and think coolly if you
really want to save the farmers.
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Having said this much on suicides, | would, now, come to the
question of import of wheat. In the month of June, | read a report in The
Business Line, for which | write, which says that the Government of India was
contemplating import of wheat. | posed a question here. The hon. Minister of
Agriculture gave a specific reply that we have ample stocks of wheat and we
need not import any wheat till the end of the year i.e,, till the beginning of the
procurement of wheat. That is the reply. You can see it in the documents or the
records of this House. But, at the same time, | had given him a copy of the
cutting, because in the American newspapers, it had appeared that the Indian
Government is expected to import something like 1 million tonnes of wheat this
year. That was a forecast made by the Americas at that time. While, our hon.
Minister of Agriculture was saying that we are not gong to import anything.
Little-by-little, we heard that 5 lakh tonnes were to be imported. Then, it came
to 10 lakh tonnes. Every time the issue came, | have raised the point in this
House. And then, the latest figure | heard in the newspapers was 30 lakh
tonnes. And today -while | was in the meeting of the Standing Committee for
Agriculture -somebody spoke in my ears that now it is going to be, at least, 40
lakh tonnes and not less than 35 lakh tonnes in any case. What is this
happening? What is this hush-hush? In the newspapers, we read about the
fact that when tenders were'called, the specifications were given in such a
manner that only one party could fulfil them. This was a complaint made by
many people who submitted tenders. That is very common that those whose
tenders are not accepted, they tend to make complaints. But there was a
specific complaint that the specifications were irrelevant, and were made to
suit a particular supplier. Firstly, the question is there was no justification
whatsoever. Secondly, the way the quantum of import has been increased
looks to me very fishy. Thirdly, having talked about the quality, today we find
the quality is not acceptable by the suppliers themselves. | read in the
newspapers that all the ships are lying in the ports of New Zealand and
Australia because they are not likely to be sent here. What i& happening? Why
all this secrecy and cloud of mystery?

Then, Sir, | come to the question of prices. Everybody has talked
about it. What is the point in importing wheat which costs Rs. 879 per quintal,
even in the southern ports; whereas, we are paying on Rs. 650 plus Rs. 50
bonus. What kind of policy is this? | remember, in the days of Rao Birendera
Singh, when he was the Minister of Agriculture, an import of that type was
made. When a question was put in Lok Sabha, his reply was, "We have to
give higher prices for the wheat of American farmer because

314



[18 May, 2006] RAJYA SABHA

the American farmer has a higher life style to maintain". That is the reply that
you can see even today on the records of the House. Is that the philosophy
that we are entertaining? | feel very sorry because the present Minister of
Agriculture not only comes from my State, but he is a very honoured and
respected leader of farmers there. And, we have been together in farmers'
agitations and even courted arrest together - if he would like to admit this at
the present stage? But we had fought the agitations together. So, when he
became the Minister of Agriculture, we all had great hopes that for once there
will be some kind of improvement in the lot of farmers. Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
| feel very sorry that since he became the Agricultural Minister, the last three
years have been the worst period for the farmers in India. The number of
suicides has increased; and, rather than supporting the farmers in Punjab, we
are importing wheat once again and going back to the old days. | tried to work
out what was the great hurry for two things that were done by the Minister of
Agriculture, at the same time. We imported wheat so that the prices will be
depressed. If the prices are depressed, they will be of advantage, to the
regions which do not produce wheat, and they will be of disadvantage to the
regions that produce wheat. At the same time, the farmers in Punjab will be
hard-pressed to give the wheat to the Food Corporation of India, while those
who don't produce wheat and who accidentally, coincidently - | am not making
a charge - were going to the polls, at that time, were given the advantage of
depressed wheat prices. | will give you another proof of that, Sir. The sugar
quota, the monthly free sale quota, was augmented just on the eve of
elections, at that time, for obvious reasons because elections were not taking
place in the sugar-producing regions, the elections were taking place in non-
sugar-producing regions. But the quota was increased, which is normally done
at the time of Diwali festivities etc. It was done deliberately in order to
influence elections. | had made a complaint to the Election Commission about
this particular matter, but that is not the thing for discussion here.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, there were two issues involved. On the
question of farmers' suicide, it is clear that farmers' suicides are taking place
because of the gangrened wounds of the Central Government policies,
inflicted on the farmers for the last 30-40 years under Nehru, under Indira
Gandhi, under Rajiv Gandhi, and even under Manmohan Singh. If that is true,
then, the Government will have to do something to make reparations for that.
And, if the wheat policy is any indication, then, we are
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not only not on the right track, but we are going exactly the opposite way. That
is what | am very seriously concerned about.

Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman, for having given me the time.

SHRI ARJUN KUMAR SENGUPTA (West Bengal): Mr. Vice
Chairman, Sir, | was listening, with rapt attention, to my previous speaker's
speech. His sentiments are laudable and | agree with them. But, unfortunately,
his diagnosis and his solution, both, are flawed, if | may say so. And, | want to
put this very clearly. It is not true that agriculture has been doing badly in the
last few years compared with the previous years. | can get into the statistics of
agricultural production and investment, increase in productivity and all that.
But that is not the issue here. The issue today is the distress and the fact of
the distress cannot be denied because we are seeing, everyday, the suicides
that the farmers are committing. | want to submit that if we are going to tackle
this problem, we have to tackle this problem, precisely, in terms of the distress
situation that the country is facing today. But, it does not mean that we should
ignore the long-term policies. There are many mistakes, there are many things
that are actually happening and quite a few improvements are actually taking
place, but this will take time to materialise. We may have a separate
discussion on agriculture as such, but today's problem is the problem of the
current situation of agricultural distress and that has to be tackled on a short-
term basis. He is absolutely right that the farmers are committing suicides
because of indebtedness. There are a plenty of studies on that, and | would
say, for those who are not very familiar with this, that there is a recent issue of
Economic and Political Weekly which gives State-by-State an analysis of what
were the factors that have caused these suicides. The overwhelming fact, and,
I think, Mr. Joshi is absolutely right, is the indebtedness of the farmers,
particularly, the small and marginal farmers. He is also very right that the
agricultural labour is not involved.

[MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair]

The agricultural labourers do not commit suicides mostly; it is the
small and marginal farmers who are overwhelmingly indebted. Now, he is
right, they are indebted; they cannot solve their problems because of the
overall depressed nature of agriculture, particularly, of the small and marginal
farmers. If there is a discussion on the agricultural situation, | would like to
establish that the agricultural development has favoured in our country mostly
the rich farmers in this country. The poor farmers, the small

316



[18 May, 2006] RAJYA SABHA

and marginal farmers have remained as poverty-stricken as possible. But, that
is not the issue which | want to talk to you today. | want to say, accept the fact
that the problem of indebtedness is causing the crisis among the farming
community, committing suicides; the destitution you can see, and the facts say
it quite clearly if you visit the countryside. Now, what would be the solution?
The commonsense solution is to do something about their debt. Do something
about the basic reason why these people are committing suicides. And, |
submit, the Minister is sitting here, that he may like to consider seriously
together with the Finance Minister to launch a full programme of waiver of
loans to small and marginal farmers. This is the major issue. In fact, Sir, | do
not know whether you were here when Mr. Chidambaram was answering a
question on indebtedness. | raised this issue and Mr. Chidambaram, whom |
like very much, talked to me in old college debate style, "this is not the subject
we are discussing. If you discuss the general question, | shall come forward,
but you are talking only about a very specific issue of States' indebtedness."
But, | have a very definite thing in mind and | want to put to you this question.
The only way these loans can be waived would be, be it the cooperatives or
the banks, which have given loans to the small and marginal farmers, those
loans will have to be taken up by the State sector.... Whether in the States, or,
in the Centre, depending upon who is the source of credit, and that would
imply an increase in deficit and that was what | was referring to the Finance
Minister, which he avoided to answer. But, | am putting it to you, Sir. You are
sitting here; this question will come up. There are three ways these loans can
be waived, (a) You can convert this into long-term low interest debt. That
would also mean there would be some grant element in this, to that extent, it
is waiver. Secondly, what you can do is to give them cheap loan so that they
can repay the mahajans from whom they took high-cost loan, and, thereby get
out of the whole thing. This is something which has been done in all
indebtedness problems, whether it is the Latin America, whether it is in other
parts of Asia. This is a way called debt swap. But, then, again, it is the
Government which takes most of the burden. And, the third which is the
easiest is just give a simple waiver. This waiver is different from the earlier
practice of loan mela which was done in this country, completely flawed by
corrupt practices. | am not talking about that. | am talking about the conscious
policy of waiving the loans for a year or two of the small and marginal farmers.
You will find a tremendous impact on the distressed farming community. This
is something which is an immediate solution, temporary solution. Let us not
bother about increasing

317



RAJYA SABHA [18 May, 2006]

fertilizer supply, giving them higher prices for tomorrow next year. These are
the questions that will be considered separately. Today's" problem has to be
solved today, and, this is a simple solution. It is not a simple solution in terms
of management, but the financial burden is quite substantial, and, | hope Mr.
Minister you will take it up, discuss and, maybe, you can work out the full
details of the subject. | now come to the question of import of wheat. Since |
have very limited time, | do not want to talk at length. | do not understand why
should we be so much against import of wheat. Unless | am somebody who
have some stocks - because | am a rich farmer, | have not given all my stocks
to the FCI, | have kept them in my godown -- and | do not want the price to fall,
because if the price falls, | lose the profit. In other words, all rich farmers, all
rich farmers' lobbies would be against any additional supply of wheat in the
country from whatever source it is, because if we have foreign exchange, why
can't we import? Let me put to you this question quite categorically. There is
nothing wrong in imports. What is important is that we have to manage our
food economy. Now, | have some figures here which show that, today, our
buffer stock is so run down that we shall pot be able to maintain our Public
Distribution System, distribution to the TPDS, SGRY, and other programmes,
and, still come back at the end of the whole year with a positive stock. That is
a dangerous thing. When we talk about food security, Mr. Deputy Chairman,
we do not talk about food self-sufficiency. We should be able to satisfy the
fluctuations of our demand and supply position, and, that is why the buffer
stock question comes, that we need a minimum amount of stocks, so that it
can take care of this kind of fluctuations. If that stock cannot be replenished
from domestic procurement, then, there is nothing wrong in imports. Another
day, | think, Joshiji was here, he raised a question. Unfortunately, our Minister,
who was sitting here, could not answer the question with statistics. | felt like
standing up and giving the statistics myself, it is a fact that if you talk about the
imported wheat and the domestic wheat, -- because you are talking now about
import, not for production; you are talking about import for meeting the demand
- if you compare the cost of the imported wheat with that of the domestic
wheat, imported wheat is cheaper, for a very simple reason. For that, | must
give credit to our Government, to our Ministry that they are organising the
imports in such a way that it comes to Southern ports from where the transport
cost becomes very marginal. As a result of that, the economic cost, the
domestic economic cost, that is, the procurement price plus all the costs of
transport, plus all the costs of handling, is higher than the
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economic cost of imported wheat at the Southern port. At least, Rs. 120 per
quintal is a lower cost of that. So, | don't think there is anything wrong in
imports, if you are talking in terms of consumers, in terms of supplying to the
demand. The question comes as to why should we import at a price which is
higher than the domestic price. Well, the international price changes. | shall
come to this point within a minute. But the question is not that. If we increase
the price today, we shall not get a single additional tonne of foodgrains
because the foodgrains production has already taken place. They are already
in the stocks or markets. An additional price would only go in favour of those
rich landlords who have kept their stocks in their godowns and not sent it to
the market. It is not going to have any effect on the actual procurement of
wheat to the Public Distribution System.

Now, the second question is that if we do import ...interruptions)...

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: Kindly link it to the distress of the
wheat farmer. It is just not a commercial transaction in plus and minus.
...(interruptions)...

SHRI ARJUN KUMAR SENGUPTA: | am sorry, Sir, | thought | am
answering precisely that question. The distress question is, long-term distress
and temporary distress. Long-term distress problems have to be solved over a
longer period where the Minimum Support Price is a factor. If you ask me | can
get into the discussion or refer you to a beautiful study by Mr. Abhijeet Sen,
one of the stalwarts of the Left economists. Why is he against continuous
increase of Minimum Support Price? So, this is a different issue. Sir, this is a
long-term distress. With regard to the short-term distress, | have given you an
answer. To my mind, the only way to deal with short-term distress is to give
loan-waiver. | am talking about import wheat in terms of meeting the balance
of demand and supply that we should be able to maintain this. Mr. Deputy
Chairman, Sir, if we do not do this thing, | am terribly afraid of one
phenomenon because we have seen that whenever there is a shortage, what
programmes suffer. They are the TPDS, Targeted Public Distribution System,
SGRY, etc. It is because these are actually meant for the people who do not
matter. So, you reduce their supplies and try to save the buffer stock system.
This is exactly what will happen, if you do not allow wheat imports to take
place today. The wheat supplies <given to the unemployed people, the
NREGP people, the poor people through various schemes will be stopped.
These schemes will be stopped. If not altogether but, to some extent, the
Public Distribution
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System will also be affected because there is no other alternative. You have to
add things up so that they meet the supply, So, what | am suggesting,
therefore, is that in a situation where we have such a large foreign exchange,
there is nothing wrong in importing wheat to augment your buffer stocks. The
only criticism that | have, and this is what is slightly different from others is that
this should be a part of the long-term policy. We are now going to face this
situation, that we shall periodically face this kind of situation of food insecurity,
if we do not import, because other areas have become much more lucrative,
profitable and giving returns. So, more and more farmers will be shifting away
from gain to those kinds of high-yielding varieties. So, we should be prepared
to have a policy which we should be able to sustain over a period of time. And,
with regard to imports, when you come into the situation suddenly, the whole
world knows that India is going to enter and the prices would go up. If you
have to have an import policy over a long term, have a hedge against the
uncertainty; buy and sell, but, at the same time, you could play a very major
role. We have done that in our country before -- having a long-term contract;
whether you import or don't import, prices remain the same. | am mentioning
this because this question has been raised by Dr. Joshi - and | hope, Mr.
Minister, you would reply - saying that there are reports about buying wheat at
a very high price, of buying wheat and withdrawing certain specifications to
suit some particular suppliers. | dp not know whether they are true. This point
has been mentioned; | have seen in the newspapers and | hope there would
be a substantial answer. | saw a newspaper story saying that the same
Australian Wheat that was sold to us was sold to the Egyptians at a price 30
dollars less. Maybe the newspaper reports are wrong; the markets also
fluctuate. But this is a kind of issue that needs to be answered. In other words,
we have to import wheat, but then, we have to import it properly. We have to
import it with a certain kind of discipline, so that there is no substantive loss for
the exchequer.

So, Sir, this is my submission. | think the Government policy is quite
all right in terms of meeting the domestic requirement. But, please, do not
reduce PDS supply. Please, do not reduce those Employment Guarantee
Scheme supplies. That is the easiest way and it has happened again and
again. The first people who suffer from these things are these people -- the
people who are not bothered about. The Minister might well say - 'what can |
do? | have to balance the demand and supply.’
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5.00 P.M.

So, this is why | do not see any way out other than imports. But those
imports have to be done properly. For the suicide and distress programme, |
think the only solution that lies today - and that would be a bold solution which
will be appreciated everywhere - that we should have a national programme of
loan-waiver for small and marginal farmers.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There is a request from Mr. Janardhana
Poojary. On your submissions about loan melas he wants some clarification.

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY (Karnataka): Sir, the hon. Member
is an economist. During the time of Shrimati Indira Gandhi and Shri Rajiv
Gandhi, he was looking after the financial matters of the Government of India.
| was in the Finance Ministry. During this period, small and marginal farmers
and the poor people were not getting loans. Nationalisation of banks had
taken place. Late Indira// had nationalised the banks thinking that loans were
not being given to the farming sector and the poor people while they were
being given to rich farmers, rich people and big industrialists, and that there
should be mass - not class, but mass - distribution of loans; it should not
belong to a particular class.

Sir, what had happened? There was corruption at that time. It was
thought that if loan melas were held openly, there would be no scope left for
bank people to indulge in corruption. It was also thought that farmers and poor
people should be educated about the rates of interest at which loans were
being given under the IRDP, DRI and various other schemes in the' farming
sector. With this laudable objective, loan melas are held. Sir, what was the
criticism at that time? The Opposition parties, inside Parliament, the Lok
Sabha, and also outside, made a lot of criticism against this system of loan
melas and of offering loans to the weaker sections. At that time, they said that
by giving away loans like this, by giving loans to the weaker sections and the
farming class, banks would go bankrupt, and that because of this programme,
the entire economic system would collapse. Well, it is true. Sir, the figures are
not given by me. Figures were given by the Reserve Bank of India at that time
as to the rate of recovery. There were Loan Recovery Melas also. | had
conducted them. At that time, what had happened? The Reserve Bank had
given the statistics saying that 54 per cent of the loans were recovered without
any difficulty; another 24 per cent were recovered by giving notices to them
and another 4 or 6

321



RAJYA SABHA [18 May, 2006]

per cent by auctioning their assets. Only 3 to 4 per cent loans were left and for
that there was the Credit Guarantee Scheme. There was not a single paisa
lost to the banking sector. That was the reply given by the Reserve Bank and it
was placed before both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. There is some
misunderstanding in this country that when we give loans to the farming sector
or to the poor people, they don't pay back their loan. Sir, a very good point
was made by Shri Joshi. Now, the question is, ...{interruptions)...

SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA: Sir, | have a point of order. | do not
want to disturb him. The Half-an-Hour discussion should start at 5 o'clock.
So, please complete the formality for record's sake, .interruptions)..

MR. .DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It can be after 5 o'clock.
...interruptions)...

SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA: Sir, this is the order of the day. Unless
you complete the formality, we are not completing it. That is why, | am
requesting you. | am not insisting that you take it up right now. | have a letter
that this will be taken up at 5 o'clock.

MR. DEPUfY CHAIRMAN: The Chairman may vary the time of
commencement of such discussion. Because this discussion is going on, we
can ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA: | am not objecting to that. | am only
requesting to please take the sense of the House and permission and then go
ahead.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is not being said that the sense of the
House should be taken. The Chairman has the discretion to vary the time and,
therefore, | have varied the time. ..(Interruptbns)..

SHRI  SANTOSH BAGRODIA: So, you announce that.
...{Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | have varied the time. Mr. Poojary,
please conclude.

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: | know the hon. Agriculture
Minister. He is for the farming sector. | put a question to the Finance Minister
regarding the rate of interest and asked him to reduce the rate of interest on
loans given to the farming sector. | also asked him to compare the rate of
interest with other sectors, particularly the rate of interest on loan
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given to purchase cars. | think, he was present on that day and we had a
discussion. If, at all, the rate of interest has been reduced now, it is because
of these two people. It has come down to 7 per cent. Yes, | don't say that it is
sufficient. The Swaminathan Committee has recommended that it should be
given at 4 per cent. If it is given at 4 per cent, there will be salvation for them.
Sir, people are not in a position to undertake farming. There is a crisis. | have
seen people committing suicides in Karnataka. In one house, seven children
committed suicides because of indebtedness. There was nothing in their
house. What he said was correct. The Agriculture Minister has got heart for
farmers. | went to his constituency also when | was the Joint Secretary in
charge of Maharashtra. All the people were praising him. He is for farmers.
What he said, | don't say it is untrue. What Joshiji has stated is correct.
Something could be done by him. He can do. | feel, Sir, if he takes up the
cudgel and goes very strongly during his tenure, that can be reduced. It has to
be done in the interests of the farmers of the country. Thank you.

SHRI E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, it is a
very serious problem that we are facing in the rural areas. | would like to
stress upon only two or three points. Actually we have to find out the actual
reasons for the distress which are being faced by the agrarian sector. Sir, we
are not at all worried about the price of a particular product in the industrial
sector because the price fluctuates according to the demands in the market.
And, the producer has got the right to fix the price. The producer can preserve
the product and he can give it at appropriate time so that his cost of the
production can be met and he can also get more profit if he can preserve
product for a particular favourable market. But, the agriculturists alone, the
peasants alone, have got no control over the cost of their production and also
the price of their produce. They cannot demand higher price for this much of
cost, therefore, you have to pay this much of cost. They are not in a position
to fix their cost, but at the same time, they are, somehow, meeting the cost
also. It is in the hands of rain god. The rain has to come at appropriate time
and also water should be properly managed for their own land, and if there is
surplus water or if there is any flood, then nobody is going to protect them. If
there is no water at all, drought situation is there, even then, nobody is there
to protect them. The interest rates are going up. There is short-term relief. As
an economist has suggested, there will be relief for the co-operative loans, but
at the same time, are we thinking that nothing is in the hands of the
agriculturist in the fixing of prices of agricultural
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produce? He cannot fix the cost of water; he cannot fix the rate of the
fertiliser, pesticide, anything, even labour cost, he cannot fix. Everything is
fluctuating. Therefore, | request the Government that it should not take
only the short-term relief measure of wiping out the tax. It has to find out a
permanent solution for the problems of agricultural sector. It is not the case
in a particular period. If the co-operative sector loans will be wiped out this
year, next time, there will be more interest on it. Hon. Finance Minister has
replied on the floor of the House that the cost of the loan for agricultural
purpose is very heavy, and that is why, the Government could not give it on
no-interest basis. When Shri Janardhana Poojary asked him as to why he
was allowing the car producers to give cars loans on no-interest basis, and
why the agriculturist cannot get it, the Minister said that the cost of the loan
for agriculturist was not manageable. Sir, | request that the Government
should think that the agriculturist should be given the money without any
interest. | am requesting so because nobody is there to protect the
interests of agriculturists when they cannot meet the cost of the production
by selling it at appropriate prices. He cannot even fix the price. He cannot
control the market because market is controlled only by intermediaries.
Even the Government could not control it. They simply want to bring wheat
or rice from other countries and then manage the situation. | request that
there should be a permanent solution so that all the cost variants of a
particular production of an agricultural produce should be fixed and the cost
or the damage, which the agriculturist is incurring, should be compensated. If
debt-relief is given for a defaulter, then a person, who is proper in paying the
debt, should also be compensated. If there is a drought, that should be
compensated. If there is a flood, that should be compensated. But, at the
same time, the Government and also the economist say that crop loan
cannot be feasible in India because there are factors like rain and other
things. But, we have to take into consideration the situation of a poor man
who is not having so much of economy or so much of managing capacity
even at the micro level to look after his family and find employment for his
family members, having the purchasing power, living life in same village,
having the same agricultural life. How can he manage it? A huge migration
from rural areas to urban areas is taking place. We are now planning urban
renewal programmes. How are we going to compensate it? We are
constructing new huts. We are constructing lot of low-cost houses. But, why?
Because rural people are now migrating to urban areas. We have to stoo the
agriculturist from migrating from rural area to urban area. Instead of
allocating more money
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for programmes of urbanisation, we have to see that the agriculturist is well off
in his own place. Therefore, the cost, which is now incurred fpr tackling the
rehabilitation process, migration process, urbanisation process, slum
clearance, etc., can be spent for seeing to it that agriculturist can live
peacefully in the village itself.
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MR: DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Before the hon. Minister replies, there
are statements to be made by the Ministers.

STATEMENT BY MINISTERS

Status of implementation of recommendations contained in the Einghty-
First and Eighty-Sixth Reports of the Department-Related Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Transport, Tourism and Culture

and

326



