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discussion of the Budget proposals there. Not 
only that much, but four out of this body will 
be Executive Councillors nominated by the 
President. These Councillors will not again be 
advisers only, but they will be acutally in 
charge of certain departments of the 
administration. That means that they will be. 
... 

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West Bengal) ; 
Like the people in charge of departmental 
stores. 

SHRI JAISUKHLAL HATHI : They will 
be actually something like Ministers. They 
will be in charge of the department! 
themselves, not stores but departments. Law 
and order, and some other subjects will he 
with the Administrator—you may call him 
Lieutenant-Governor—but the other 
departments will be with thea, Therefore, it is 
not that they are going to be simply advisers, 
but they will be actually in charge of 
departments. 

Then the question would arise : Why not then 
give them a Council of Ministers and the 
Statehood ? Now, that is the basic question 
which I have explained, the full background of 
it, but short of that, there will hi; Executive 
Councillors with the Lieutenant-Governor at 
the head, and certain subjects will be given to 
them and put in charg; of them, and they will 
he different nisusbers who will be nominated 
from amon^ the elected members of the 
Metropolitan Council. Then clause 3 provides 
that there shall be a Metropolitan Council 
consisting of forty-two members, and clauses 
4 to 20 deal with matters like delimitation of 
constituencies, qualifications for membership 
of the Metropolitan Council, piyparation of 
electoral rolls, conduct of elections, etc. 
Clause 21 is an important clause which 
specifies the matters which the Metropolitan 
Council may dis-■ 1 in respect of which it 
may also make •recommendations. It includes 
matters enumerated in the State and Concui-
rent Lists, and also provides for legislation 
regarding matters being considered in the 
Metropolitan Council. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : How long will you 
t3ke? 

SHRI JAISUKHLAL HATHI : A couple of 
minutes     The  third part of    the    Bill 

deals with the constitution of the Executive 
Council and its powers and functions, and the 
manner in which the Lieutenant-Governor will 
transact business with the members of the 
Executive Council. And the fourth part of the 
Bill contains Miscellaneous and Transitional 
Provisions, but I would not like to take the 
time of the House on the details of these 
clauses, because it has after all to bo 
considered by the Joint Committee. 

Sir, I move. 
The question was proposed. 

MR. CHAIRMAN : We will take it up 
later. Now the Prme Minister will make a 
statement. 

STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINIS-
TER Rl£ HIS PROPOSED MEETING 
WITH PRESIDENT AYUB KHAN OF 
PAKISTAN AT TASHKENT IN THE 

U.S.S.R. 

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI LAL 
BAHADUR) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, on 18th 
Sepember I received a communication from 
the Chairman of the Council of Minis ers of 
the U.S.S.R., Mr. Kosygin, proposing a 
meeting in Tashkent between President Ayub 
Khan and myself under the good, offices of 
the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of 
the U.S.S.R. if the parties so desired, for the 
re-establishment of peace between India and 
Pakistan. I sent a reply on 22nd September to 
the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of 
the U.S.S.R. in which I agreed to his proposal 
for a meeting between President Ayub Khan 
and myself in Tashkent to discuss the question 
of restoration of peaceful relations between 
India and Pakistan. The Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the U.S.S.R. had sent 
a similar communication to President Ayub 
Khan. As could be gathered from President 
Ayub Khan's communication to Mr. Kosygin, 
a summary of which was later published in the 
Soviet press, the Pakistan President thanked 
the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of 
the U.S.S.R. for his proposal, and made 
reservations to the effect that the talks could 
only be held after the ground  had  been  
prepared,  and  that this 



4747 Statement by P.M. re meeting     [ RAJYA SABHA ]   with President   Ayub Khan 4748 

IShri La] Bahadur.] 
could be done first in ihe Security Council. I 
informed the House on 22nd September of 
Mr. Kosygin's proposal and our acceptance of 
it. 

On November 16 I was informed by .Mr. 
Kosygin that he had received a communication 
from the Pakistan Foreign Minister, on behalf 
of the President of Pakistan, urging that talks 
between President Ayub and myself should 
take place in Tashkent as proposed by the 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the 
U.S.S.R. The Chairman asked for my views on 
the proposed meeting, and as I stated in the 
House on November 23, I did not say 'No' to 
the proposal. At the same time I made it clear 
that so far as the Kashmir question was 
concerned it was not possible for us to deviate 
from the position that Kashmir was a part of 
India and that there was no question of parting 
with our territories. 

Following upon this there were informal 
consultations in Moscow between our 
Ambassador and the Soviet Government, 
and I was also met by the Soviet Ambas 
sador. I re-eived a communication on 
November 27 from Mr. Kosygin, in which 
I was informed that the Pakistan President 
was prepared to have the proposed talks 
in Tashkent without any pre-conditions. 
Certain tentative suggestions were commu 
nicated o me about the date of the meet 
ing. I replied to Mr. Kosygin agreeing 
to a meeting in the first week of January 
1966, and it has since been announced that 
this meeting will commence on January 4, 
1966. !   ! 

We on our part have agreed to the Tashkent 
meeting as we believe in establishing peaceful 
and good neighbourly relations through 
discussions. I have made it clear that our 
discussions in Tashkent should cover the 
totality of relations between India and 
Pakistan so that the two countries can live on 
the basis of enduring peace  and mutual  co-
operation. 

The facts of history and geography make it 
imperative that India and Pakistan should 
have harmonious and mutually co-operative 
relations. We have always believed that war 
and military conflicts cannot provide a real 
solution to any problem between nations. If 
Pakistan has agreed to these talks with the 
genuine realisation that   peace   is   preferable   
to   conflict,   the 

coming meeting at Tashkent may be worth-
while. 

I would like, Sir, to take this opportunity 
also to make a brief report to the House about 
the present situation on our borders and to 
inform the House about certain visits abroad 
which I am scheduled to undertake during the 
coming week*. 

A situation of uneasy truce still continues 
on our western borders with Pakistan and 
despite the cease-fire agreement, Pakistan is 
committing violations at different places at 
different times. Our armed forces have been 
dealing with this situation with considerable 
restraint, though naturally they have defended 
their positions. 
In Rajasthan sector, as the House is aware, 

Pakistan has occupied certain isolated posts 
subsequent to the cease-fire becoming effective, 
in complete disregard of the agreement which 
she had accepted. This situation could not 
possibly be countenanced. Accordingly, action 
has been taken to rectify the situation, and i 
some progress has been made. 

The Chinese also have stepped up their 
activities on our frontiers. They have 
attempted intrusions at a number of places. 
What their real objectives are it is difficult to 
say. It is apparent, however, that they want to 
maintain an atmosphere of tension all the time 
and to keep up their pressure. 

Altogether, the situation on our frontiers is 
such as to call for continuous vigilance and 
the country must remain on guard against the 
collusive activities of Pakistan and China. Our 
armed forces are alert and vigilant. We must 
remember, however, that the situation that we 
face will not be short-lived. 

I would like to inform the House that in the 
coming weeks I propose to visit the United 
States of America and the Union of Burma, at 
the invitation of the governments of these two 
friendly countries. 1 am looking forward to 
meeting President Johnson and the friendly 
American people. Between India and the 
United States of America, there are many 
things in common. I am confident that my 
forthcoming talk* with President Johnson, 
which are scheduled to commence on 
February,  1,   1966, would lead to a close: 
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understanding between our two countries and 
to a better appreciation of each other's point of 
view. I should like to express my sincere 
thanks to President Johnson whose decision in 
regard to accelerate J food aid would help us 
substantially in tiding over the present 
difficult food situation. 

The House would recall that, some months 
ago, we were honoured by the visit of Gen. Ne 
Win, President of the Union of Burma. At that 
time, the President had very kindly invited me 
to visit Burma, and ever since then I have 
been looking forward to visiting this friendly 
neighbour of ours. I am very glad, therefore, 
that I would now have an opportunity of doing 
so very shortly. I shall leave for Burma on the 
morning of Monday, December 20, and will 
return to India on the morning of Thursday, 
December, 23. 

Important tasks lie ahead, and I have no 
doubt that I shall carry with me the 
goodwishes of all the hon. Members of this 
august House. To the people of the countries 
that I visit I shall convey the warm 
goodwishes of the people of India. It is our 
duty and our responsibility to explain our 
attitudes and our policies to the people of the 
world in an endeavour to gain their 
understanding. I think it is necessary for us to 
reiterate that India stands firmly for peace and 
for international amity. We seek friendship 
with all, more especially with our neighbours. 
We want to devote our energies to the vital 
task of developing our economy and 
improving the living standards of our people. 
The moneys that we spend today on defence, 
we would much rather spend on fighting 
poverty, were it not for the serious threat to 
our territorial integrity all along our frontiers. 
The problems that will arise will be 
challenging and these, I need hardly tell the 
House, will be attended to with every caution 
and care. 

The country is still passing through critical 
days. We have to face and overcome difficult 
internal problems of our own on the food front 
and also in the matter of resources. I have no 
doubt that this challenge of the time provides 
an opportunity for us all to put forth our best. 
There is a fresh thinking everywhere, on the 
part of individuals and also on the part of the 
nation as a whole. There is a new   realisation   
that   we  must  do  on  our 

own as much and as far as possible. Recent 
months have shown that our greater strength 
is the unity of our people. Where national 
problems are involved, the people of India 
stand together as one man. I am very thankful 
indeed to all the political parties for the very 
co-operative attitude they have adopted in 
these difficult times. It is my sincere hope that 
this feeling will continue to be sustained. Let 
us continue to work together and thus shape 
our common destiny. 

 
SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West Bengal) : 

I associate myself with the sentiments which 
were expressed by the hon. Prime Minister in 
regard to his visit to Tashkent. I think it was 
an extremely wise decision made in last 
September when the Prime Minister, before 
anybody else, announced that he was going to 
accept the 
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offer of the Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of the U.S.S.R. We know it has 
heightened   our   prestige   in   world   affairs. 
Naturally,  when he is going to Tashkent, our 
sympathies and good wishes go  with him and 
we all wish him all success.   If we have upheld 
our honour and    national self-respect on the 
frontiers, let us not be apprehensive that we are 
going to lose it at  the conference table.    I  am  
sure that at the Tashkent meeting    India    will    
be .shown in its finest traditions as a    nation 
which not only loves its own territorial in-
tegrity,  self-respect  and    honour    but    is 
interested in peaceful and good neighbourly 
relations with its neighbours and 1    think in 
that spirit the discussions will continue. Mr. 
Chairman,    it    gave    us    satisfaction today, 
on the eve of his departure, to note another 
statement, namely, that India has offered a "No 
War Pact" to Pakistan. That is an earnest of our 
sincerity that we seek solution of all problems 
with Pakistan however difficult and intricate 
they   may    be through  peaceful    means.    I    
think    that spirit will dominate   the   
discussions.   Mr. Chairman,   naturally now we 
may  be  all concerned   at   the   very   
beginning   of  the talks to secure the    
stabilisation    of    the cease-fire   as   well   as   
the   restoration  of relations  that obtained 
before  August this year.   Now,  these  are  
necessary in  order to  create  the  climate  and  
to  promote  a better atmosphere for discussing 
the larger question that will be before them. 

Once again, Mr. Chairman, on behalf of my 
Party—and I am sure the entire country shares 
it—we are singnifying our full support and 
full solidarity to the Prime Minister in the 
pursuit of peace between two neighbours. 

Finally, before I sit down, I think I shall not 
be completing this thing if we do not note one 
fact. Mr. Kosygin's offer has made it possible 
for bilateral talks and we want these talks to 
be done in the bilateral spirit and the problems 
to be settled without the interference of any 
interested party. 

Once again we wish him all success and 
God speed.    Thank you. 

PROF. M. B. LAL (Uttar Pradesh) : On 
behalf of the Praja Socialist Party, I wish to 
extend my good wishes to the Prime Minister 
in his Mission to Tashkent 

and his visits to Burma and   the    United States 
of America.   I am sure    that    his visit to 
Burma will  further strengthen our friendly  
relations with the people of that country, and 1 
am equally sure   that   Ms visit to the United 
States of America will contribute  to the  
development    of    good relations between the 
two countries.    I am happy, Sir, to note in 
today's papers that the President of   the    
United    States    of America has realised our 
difficulties    with regard to food and has 
extended to us aid which we badly needed at 
this juncture.   I am sure. Sir, when our forces 
were able to withstand the military pressure of 
Pakistan,  when  our  diplomates were    able    
to withstand    Pakistan's   diplomatic   pressure 
at the United Nations, our Prime Minister 
would be able to withstand   unreasonable 
pressures of  the  President  of Pakistan  at 
Tashkent.    Nothing would please us more than  
having good relations between India and  
Pakistan.   We  are  blood brothers of the people 
of Pakistan and nothing   really makes us more 
unhappy than any   conflict with Pakistan and 
we would be very glad if the President of 
Pakistan    responds   to our hand  of friendship 
and good friendly relations are restored between    
these    two countries. 

Willi these words, I once again extend' my 
good wishes to the Prime Minister in the 
missions that he is going to undertake in the 
months of December, January and February. 

SHRI DAHYABHAI V. PATEL (Ouja-rat l 
: Sir, I would like to associate myself with my 
colleagues in the good wishes that have been 
extended to the Prime Minister on his visits 
abroad in pursuit of his efforts to maintain 
peace and good neighbourliness. I am sure the 
wishes not only of this country but of 
everybody in the world will go with him in his 
effort to prevent an escalation of war 
anywhere. The Prime Minister has shown 
firmness where it was necessary and 1 think 
we can depend upon him to do so in future 
also. 

Sir, before I sit down, may I say that the 
Prime Minister's first visit is to Burma 7 I 
hope he will discuss with the Government of 
Burma the plight of people from India who 
have suffered very gravely. I will not say 
anything more about the other visits but just 
one thing more.    I hope he: 
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will carry the good wishes of the people of 
this country to the friendly people, to the 
democracy and the President of the United 
States and thank him for the very timely 
gesture shown in the difficult situation that we 
are facing on the food front. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN . 1 am sure I am voicing 

the feelings of everyone of you i when 1 assure 
the P.im; Minister that he 1 has the heartiest 
good wishes and prayers of every Member of 
this House with him. i He is no; going alone. 
He is going with I the good wishes and prayers 
of all of us. 

SHORT   DURATION   DISCUSSION   RE ! 
GOVERNMENTS   DECISION   TO   DE-

CONTROL CEMENT FROM JANUARY I,  
1966 

SHRI S. N. MISHRA (Bihar) : Mr. 
Chairman, now it appears that lime is on the 
lide of the Government"* decision because we 
have already cut into this one-hour discussion. 
We have hardly 45 minuses left. However, I 
would be racing agains!  time to place my 
point of view. 
During fifteen years or more of my 

parliamentary life, Mr. Chairman, I had not 
asked for any opportunity to raise any 
discussion on any subject. If I have raised a 
discussion on this it is only because I am aware 
of the implications, the far-| reaching 
implications of the decision taken I by the 
Government with regard to this vital 

t[ ]  Hindi translation. 

 

 


