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SHRI M. M. DHARIA: The hou. Minister
just now stated that the leport will be received
very soon. May I know whether it will be
received within one or two- months:
Otherwise how will it be possible to include
this scheme in the Fourth Plan?

SHRI SHAM NATH: We have already
included this scheme in the tentative
proposals. As soon as the traffic survey report
is received from the Southern Railway it will
be examined expeditiously and whatever we
have decided tentatively we will then confirm.

SHRI T. V. ANANDAN: Is it not the
policy of the Government for gradual
conversion of metre gauge into broad gauge
and to have one gauge all over Indian
Railways?

SHRI SHAM NATH: It is not so much a
question of policy as of availability of funds.
Whatever lines we think are necessary in ttie
interests of the country, they are taken up for
being converted into broad gauge.

WOOLLEN TEXTILE MACHINERY

+37. SHRI ABDUL GHANI: will the
Minister of COMMERCE" be pleased to
state:

fa) whether there is any proposal under
Government's consideration to
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ban the import of woollen worsted textile
machinery;

(b) if so, the details of the proposal and
when it is likely to be effected; and

(c) whether any instructions have been
issued to the mills regarding import of
woollen worsted  textile
'machinery pending the decision taken in this
matter?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI S. V.
RAMASWAMY): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) The existing capacity for the
manufacture of worsted spindle machinery is
very much short of demand. In consultation
with the manufacturers of indigenous mach-
inery, mills are being allowed to import
machinery subject to the condition that for
every two imported machines, one indigenous
machine will be purchased. No-body is allow-
ed to import as above till he places firm orders
on indigenous manufacturers. This fully takes
into account the maximum production capacity
of the only two manufacturers of woollen
textile machinery in the country.
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SHRI ARJUN ARORA: May I know if this
facility of importing worsted textile plants is

only given to established units or also to new
units?

SHRI MANUBHAI SHAH: There is no
question ofnew units. We are
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SHRI MANUBHAI SHAH: There is no
question of new units. We are already short of
wool and the existing spindles are not even
working to 35 per cent, of capacity.
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t [PENSION SCHEME IN THE PUBLIC
UNDERTAKINGS

*38. SHRI B. N. BHARGAVA: Will the
Minister of COMMERCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a few years
back a committee had recommended that
pension cheme should be introduced in the
public undertakings; and

(b) if so, whether Government propose to
make provision for pension for the employees
of the State Trading Corporation, Minerals
and Metals Trading Corporation and
Handicrafts and  Handloom  Exports
Corporation from within ithe funds of the
respective Corporations?]

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE (SHRI
MANUBHAI SHAH): (a) Government is not
aware of any recommendation made by any
Committee that pension scheme should be
introduced in the public undertakings. The
recommendations of the Estimates Committee
were for making retire-
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ment benefits uniform i, all public
undertakings.
(b) However, there is contributory

provident funds scheme in the STC, MMTC
and H&HEC, and the possibility of extending
the gratuity scheme to the employees of STC,
MMTC and H&HEC is under examination.
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