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RAJYA SABHA 
Monday, the 6th September, 19«5/the 15th 

Bhadra, 1887 (Saka) 

The House met at   eleven   of   the clock. 
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair. 

ORAL    ANSWERS TO    QUESTIONS 

 

t [SETTING UP OP DESERT DEVELOPMENT  
BOARD 

•415. SHRI B. N. BHARGAVA: "Will the 
Minister of FOOD AMD AGRICULTURE be 
pleased to state whether Government propose 
to set up a Desert Development Board and if 
so, what would be its composition and 
scope?] 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER m THE 
MINISTRY OP FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI SHAH NAWAZ KHAN): Yes, Sir. 
The Planning Commission have already 
approved of tbe proposal to set up a Desert 
Development Board. Detail of the proposal 
are at present being worked out in 
consultation with the Ministry of Finance. The 
Board is expected to be set up before the end 
Of 1965. 
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SHRI D. THENGARI; In this respect, are 

we securing co-operation regarding technical 
know-how from any other country like 
France? 

SHRI SHAH NAWAZ KHAN: Yes, Sir. We 
are making every endeavour to obtain the best 
technical know-how and only recently a 
Seminar was held at Jodhpur where experts 
from all over the world were invited to give 
their views ton it. 

SHRI B, K. P. SINHA: May j know what 
wiH be the functions of this Desert 
Development Board and how the functions 
and duties of this Board and those of the State 
Governments in the particular field in which 
this Board operates will be adjusted, because 
most of the work of the Desert Development 
Board really concerns the powers and duties 
of the State Governments? 

SHRI SHAH NAWAZ KHAN: Sir, the 
actual work that will be done by the Board 
will be to keep under review the preparation 
of schemes for the development of desert 
areas, to execute such schemes through the 
State agencies, to remove administrative and 
financial bottle-necks holding up the progress 
of these schemes and to ensure that the desert 
areas of the country receive the attention that 
they deserve. 

SHRI ARJUN ARORA: May 1 know what is 
the best expert advice in the eyes of the 
Govtrnment? The Minister said that a Seminar 
was held to find out the best expert advice. 
What was the result of that Seminar and what, 
according to the Government, is the best 
expert advice? 

SHRI SHAH NAWAZ KHAN: Sir, experts 
from all the countries which had been dealing 
with the problem of controlling deserts and 
making use of the deserts, all those experts 
were invited and they had a very full and frank 
discussion for a number of days and the 
recommendations of that Seminar are now 
receiving the attention of the Government— 
how best to implement them. 

NEW SUGAH FACTORIES 

*416. SHRI DEOKINANDAN NARAYAN: 
Will the Minister of FOOD A» AGRICULTURE 
be pleased to state: 

(a) how many new sugar factories have 
recently been licenced and al what capacity; 

(b) how many of them are being 
established in the co-operative sector; and 

(c) how many of them are liksly to start 
production in 1965 and ia 1966? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN TH* 
MINISTRY OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI D. R. CHAVAN); (a) Letters of intent 
have been issued in August, 1965 for the 
establishment of 9 new sugar factories in 
different States with a daily cane-crushisj 
capacity of 1250 tonnes each. 

(b) Eight. 

(c) None. 

SHRI DEOKINANDAN NARAYAN: May 
I know how many applications for licence 
were received from tas private sector and how 
many from the co«operative sector? 

 


