RAJYA SABHA [20 March, 2006]

STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Conversion of Rajiv Gandhi University, Itanagar, and Tripura University,
Agartala, into Central Universities and Establishment of a new
Central University in Sikkim

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
ARJUN SINGH): Sir, there are six Central Universities that have so far been
established in five of the eight States of the North-Eastern Region. The
remaining three States of the region, namely, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and
Tripura do not yet have a Central University.

Special attention to the development of the North-Eastern Region is
an article of faith with the Central Government, and is one of the cornerstones
of the National Common Minimum Programme. Accordingly, the Government
have decided to convert the Rajiv Gandhi University, Itanagar, and Tripura
University, Agartala, into Central Universities, and to establish a new Central
University in Sikkim to cater to the needs and aspirations of the people of
these States.

We shall soon be coming before this august House with specific
legislative proposals for the purpose.

DISCUSSION ON WORKING OF MINISTRIES OF PANCHAYATI RAJ
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT - Contd.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI DATTA MEGHE): The Discussion on
the Working of the Ministries of Panchayati Raj and Rural Development will
continue tomorrow.

MESSAGE FROM LOK SABHA
The Finance Bill, 2006

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, | have to report to the House the
following message received from the Lok Sabha, signed by the Secretary-
General of the Lok Sabha:

1. In accordance with the provisions of rule 96 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, | am directed
to enclose the Finance Bill, 2006, as passed by Lok Sabha at its
sitting held on the 20™ March, 2006.

2. The Speaker has certified that this Bill is a Money Bill within the
meaning of article 110.0f the Constitution of India."

Sir, I lay a copy of the Bill on the Table.
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