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parts of India from 10th January, 1965 to 
study the problems of Indian agriculture; and 

(b) if so, whether they have completed their 
tour and what is the impression of their study 
? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(SHKI SHAH NAWAZ KHAN) : (a) and (b) No 
such visit of farm leaders of America has been 
organised by the Government of India. It is 
understood that Bharat Krishak Samaj, a non-
official organisation, organised a tour of 12 
American farm leaders (6 couples) to India 
from 16th January to 3rd March, 1965. It is 
further understood that no report about their 
impressions has heen received by Bharat 
Krishak Samaj, so far. 

STRIKE AT CALCUTTA PORT 

506. SHRI S. C. DEB : Will the Minister of 
TRANSPORT be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the strike by Assistant Har-
bour Masters of Calcutta Port has affected the 
normal movement of ships in any way; 

(b) whether these employees at any time 
offered to withdraw the strike; and 

(c) if so, what was the reaction of 
Government thereto ? 

THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT (SHRI 
RAJ BAHADUR) : (a) No, 'Sir. On the other 
hand, shipping movements in the port have 
been much faster than during the preceding 
eight months when the Assistant Harbour 
Masters were deliberately delaying ships 
before they went on strike on the 12th 
January,  1965. 

(b) and (c) No unconditional offer was 
made by the Assistant Harbour Masters to 
withdraw the strike. They had sought in-
tervention of Government in a matter which 
related to the maintenance of discipline in the 
staff of the Calcutta Port and hence concerned 
the Port Commissioners first and foremost. In 
any case, the officers have now returned to 
duty with effect from  3rd  March,   1965. 

RENOVATION OF BOMBAY PORT 

507. SHRI DEVI SINGH : Will the 
Minister   of   TRANSPORT      be pleased to 

! state : 
(a) whether it is a fact that Government 

have decided to renovate the Bombay port 
shortly; 

(b) if so, what are the likely features of 
the proposed renovation; and 

(c) the amount sanctioned for this pur-
pose ? 

THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT (SHRI 
RAJ BAHADUR) : (a) to (c) The Bombay Port 
Trust has undertaken two schemes viz. the 
Dock Expansion Scheme and the Ballard 
Pier Extension Scheme for the renovation 
and modernisation of Bombay Port. The 
Dock Expansion Scheme provides for the 
construction of four additional berths in the 
Alexandra Dock, the deepening of three 
berths at the harbour wall to 28 feet below 
datum and the provision of a jetty 575 feet in 
length for ferry vessels and harbour 
launches. The scheme is estimated to cost 
Rs. 13.25 crores. 

The Ballard Pier is to be extended by 750 
feet southwards to form another berth. The 
estimated cost of the scheme is Rs. 4.69 
crores. 

A contract for the main Civil Engineering 
Work relating to the two schemes was 
sanctioned by Government in January. 1965. 
The contract value is Rs. 10.70 crores. 

RAT-PROOF  GODOWNS 

f SHRIMATI TARA 
508. <j     RAMACHANDRA SATHE : 

I  SHRI S. K.  VAISHAMPAYEN : 

Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state : 

(a) how many Central godowns have 
been built in 1963-64 and 1964 65 for 
storing foodgrains; and 

(b) whether they have been built accord-
ing to specifications for rat-proofing ? 


