3351

Oral Answers

RAJYA SABHA

Monday, the 15th March, 1965/the 24th
Phalguna, 1886 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the cloch,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

*465. [The questioner (Shri
Bhargava) was absent.
col. 3390 infra.]

B. N.
For answer, vide

RICE PRODUCTION IN 1964-65

*466. Surt ABDUL GHANIL: Will the
Minister of FooDp AND AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the production of rice in
1964-65 is much more than during the last
three years; and

(b) if so, what is the ratio?

T DEPUTY MINISTER N THE
MINISTRY or FOOD anp AGRICUL-
“TURE (SHr1 SHAH NAawaz KHAN): (a) and
(b) Firm Estimates of production based
on actual crop cutting on randomly selected
fields are not yet available. But according
to latest indications, the total production of
rice during 1964-65 is expected to be more
than 10 per cent higher than the average of
Tast three years' production.
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Surt C. SUBRAMANIAM: I may add
that it will be necessary for the Govern-
ment to intervene if the paddy price goes
below the support price which we have
already announced. The price has not gone
down below the support price. Therefore,
Sir, it is not necessary for the Government
to intervene at this stage.
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Suri C. SUBRAMANIAM. Sir, I do not
remember to have made a statement that
the kisans are not getting the support price
which we have already declared. It may
be that the declared price may not be
adequate; that is a matter of opinion, and
that is why we have appointed the Agri-
cultural Prices Commission to fix it in a
more scientific way. But, as it is, the
farmers are getting prices not below the
support price but something above the
support price.

SHrr U. S. PATIL: May I know whether
the Government will purchase rice or paddy
from the millowners at the support price?

Surr C. SUBRAMANIAM: We are just
now purchasing rice from the millowners
because we are interested in purchasing rice
and storing it. But purchase of paddy will
become necessary if there is a drop in the
price level below the support price, which
has not happened, as I have explained.

Suri T. V. ANANDAN: Sir, having had
the experience of the scarcity of rice in
the country last year, in spite of the steps
taken by the Government, will the Govern-
ment still have fhith in these intermediate
dealers to go and procure paddy or rice
from the farmers directly, or has the
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Government got any other process of
directly procuring rice and supplying it to
the people of this country?

Oral Answers

Suri C, SUBRAMANIAM: Sir. there is
now, as it is, no machinery to purchase
paddy directly from the farmers on a large
scale. We still depend on the traders and
they cannot be replaced overnight,

Sur1 C. M. POONACHA: Is it a fact
that in the prices fixed for rice und the
prices fixed for paddy there is great dis-
parity, inasmuch as the prices derived on
the basis of rice worked back to paddy
and those fixed for paddy as such are very
much at variance, thereby siving a definite
advantage to the millowners rather than
the agriculturists, and the agriculturists are
put to great disadvantage?

Suri C. SUBRAMANIAM: Sir, this was
gone into fully and various reasonable
margins for milling, for transport and for
storage were taken into account but, as
I have declared once before, it is open to
the farmers themselves to convert their
paddy and sell it as rice; then they would
get the price fixed for rice. In some places
that is also taking place and they get all
the advantages thereby.

Sur1 AKBAR ALI KHAN: As mentioned
by the hon. Minister, Sir, this change cannot
be made overnight. We quite appreciate
it. But is there any plan to have this
purchase direct from the cultivator?

Sur1 C. SUBRAMANIAM: Yes, Sir. We
are building up the machinery through the
Food Corporation and it is coming up. As
a matter of fact, we are experimenting in
Mysore with regard to direct purchases
from the farmers.

Sur1 B. K. P. SINHA: The hon. Minister
has stated that if the price of paddy falls
below a certain level, Government will
purchase paddy also. But then paddy
cannot be directly passed on to the con-
sumers; it has to be husked into rice. May
I know if arangements have made in
advance by the Government to get this
paddy husked into rice directly or through
the millowners or will the Government
start taking steps when they have already
stocks of paddy?
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Sur1 C. SUBRAMANIAM: It won't b8
diffcult to get the paddy converted into
rice because already milling capacity is
available. But in addition to that the hon.
Member might be aware that we are
building up the modern rice-milling units
in the co-operative sector and the public
sector, which would be available in course
of time for converting paddy into rice.

*467. [The questioner (Shri M. N.
Govindan Nair) was absent. For answer,
vide cols. 3390-3391 infra.]

fomgat & gz A den

*468. =t Fifers faaie wqe ¢
FT W AT HE HAT 38 @A
F1 FT F0 {5 G & ga & fay
f5g g7 F7 Swfrag AT TE A
@ & 347 g1 g famgdl & gur
F fg @7 #9 aF =T F F7 A=

37

t[SCHEME FOR IMPROVEMENT OF OIL-SEEDS
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[ ]

*468. SHRt G. K. KAPOOR: Will the
Minister of FooD AND AGRICUITURE be
pleased to state the time by when a co-
ordinated scheme for the improvement of
oil-seeds is proposed to be started on the
lines of the scheme which is already in
operation in the case of foodgrains.}

Tue DEPUTY MINISTER N THE
MINISTRY or FOOD anp AGRICUL-
TURE (SHrt SHAH Nawaz KHan): In
pursuance of a resolution of the recently
concluded Annual General Meeting of the
Indian Central Oilseeds Committee, a Sub-
Committee has been constituted for draw-
ing up co-ordinated projects for the
improvement of major oilseeds. It is
expected that sucl co-ordinated schemes for
individual major oilseeds crops would be
introduced during the Fourth Five Year
Plan.
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