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The House met at eleven of the
welock, Mr. Chairman in the Chair,

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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BrrrisSH TV 1IN DISTORTED MANNER

*581. Surt A. B. VAJPAYEE: Will
the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state  whether Govern-
ment’s attention has been drawn to
depiction of India’s 1mage on the
British television in a distorted
manner (like starvation in the coun-
try ete.); and if so, whether detail-
ed information in this regard has
been obtained from the office ‘of the

Indian High  Commissionar in
I.ondon?}
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+[Toe DEPUTY MINISTER 1N THE
MINISTRY or EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(Surr DiNEsE SINGH): The Govern-
ment is not aware of any such inci-
dent. On the contrary, our Deputy
High Commissioner in London appear-
ed on one of the television systems
in UK. in September and explained
India’s viewpoint on food crisis very
clearly indicating that there was no
starvation though there was a tempo-
rary food shortage.]
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Mr CHAIRMAN: Are you sure
that it 15 not a weekly feature? The
Member has made the point that there
15 a weekly feature

SHrr A. B, VAJPAYEE: Sir, he is
not sure of anything.

Surr DINESH SINGH: There is &
weekly feature but not against us in
that way.
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(No reply.)

Surt FARIDUL, HAQ ANSARI:
Sir, now that the question has been
raised here on the floor of the House,
may I know whether the Government
of India wil]l take up the matter with
the British Government and protest
strongly against this distortion of the
conditions prevailing here?

Suarr DINESH SINGH: As I men-
tioned in Hindi just now, if the hon.
Member kindly gives me the details,
we shall certainly look into the mat-
ter.

Surr FARIDUL HAQ ANSARI:
He has already given you the details,
Sir.

Surr A. D. MANI: Sir, the hon.
Minister stated just now that the In-
dian High Commission does get the
opportunity of putting up its view
point on TV. May I know on how
many occasions during the last six
months the Indian High Commission
was given such an opportunity of
presenting the Indian point of view?

™ Smrr DINESH SINGH: Idid not
say the Indian High Commission gets
an opportunity in the sense that they
allot time to us to present the TV
as we like. We only said that we
help the TV people to produce films
projecting the correct picture of India.

Surt M. P. BHARGAVA: May 1
know from the hon. Minister whether
any specific duty has been assigned to
any persons in the High Commi?sion
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to keep a watch on whatever
broadcast or whatever is shown on
TV for India and make a complaint
against such things as they think are
ojectionable?

Sart DINESH SINGH: Sir, I men-
tioned just now that we subscribe {o
a monitoring service which gives us
the transcript of radio and TV broad-
casts for or against India, and that
is examined in the Press Relations
Branch of the High Commission.
They  occasionally send it +to
us. Butl would like to draw the
attention of the House that radio, TV
and broadcasting, they are all difficult
media to control in that sense, as in
our country have got a press which
is free, not always very friendly to
us, but we cannot always run after
anything that is produced. We can
only try to put it right in a positive
manner by presenting a correct pic-
ture.

Surr P. RAMAMURTI: Will the
hon. Minister try to see that some-
body in the High Commissioner’s
office is specifically assigned the task
of actually watching these TV shows
day after day—this is a specific task
-—not just depending upon some moni-
toring service but actually looking at
these TV broadcasts everyday? When-
ever such things come to their notice,
they should take up the matter with
the British Government.

Surr DINESH SINGH: I am sure
it will be a welcome duty for anyone,
but the difficulty is that there are
many channels through which TV
broadcasts come and for one person
to see all the TV broadeasts will be
rather difficult.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Next question.
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