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RAJYA SABHA 

Friday,  the  29th  May,   1964/the  8th 
Jyaistha,  1886   (Saka) 

The House met at eleven 'of the clock,  
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair. 

OBITUARY  REFERENCES 

PASSING AWAY OF SHRI JAWAHARLAL 
NEHRU, PRIME    MINISTER 

THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE (SHRI 
M. c. CHACLA): Mr. Chairman, who are 
we to pay a tribute to Jawaharlal Nehru? 
He bestrode the world like a' colossus and 
we petty men can only remember his 
greatness and give him our tears wrung 
from a stricken heart. 

-^Tt is not given to everyone to give a 
name to an age. The 17 years that he was 
Prime Minister of India will always be 
known as the Nehru Age. But it is not 
only in his country's history that his name 
will be remembered. In international 
affairs, in the evolution cf world history, 
in the long road that we have travelled to 
enhance human dignity and give freedom 
to the individual, the period of his Prime 
Ministership will always be 
commemorated  as  the  Nehru  epoch. 

With the passing away of Nehru not 
only has India lost one of her most 
illustrious sons, the world has lost a stout 
champion in the cause of freedom and in 
the struggle against colonialism and the 
greatest exponent oi the art of living 
together both as between man and nian 
and nation ana nation. He has left a void 
which can never be filled. India and the 
world will never be the same without 
Nehru. 

He was so much a part of the nation, 
he was so deeply interested in every 
national activity, his own impress upon 
the nation's thoughts and actions was so 
indelible that it is impossible to conceive 
of an India without Nehru. To the 
commonest man in the country and to the 
highest statesman outside, Nehru was 
India and India was Nehru.   Gandhiji 
was 
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the Father of the Nation. He gave us 
independence and a sense of nationhood. 
On that foundation Nehru built to raise a 
modern industrial scientific-minded 
nation The history of 17 years' progress 
is the history of Nehru translating into 
action the dreams that he dreamt when he 
worked and fought for his country's 
freedom. 

As a man he was essentially a man of 
culture—culture in the best sense of the 
term which means tolerance, 
understanding and belief in human 
dignity and a rational outlook on life. His 
deep sense of tolerance and un-
derstanding in the domestic sphere made 
him the greatest protagonist of 
secularism,. Every person in India 
mourns his death—and no one does so 
more than members at the minority 
communities. They knew that they could 
always look to him for justice and 
fairplay. In the international field, these 
qualities led him to evolve the policy of 
non-alignment which will always be 
associated with his name. 

>^His socialism was the result not so 
much of any economic ideology, but as a 
belief in human dignity, in his hatred of 
poverty and disease and in his profound 
faith in the equality of man. His rational 
outlook made him fight the superstitions 
and inhibitions which retard our progress 
and made him attach the greatest 
importance to science not only for the 
purpose of expanding knowledge but 
more in order to give to his people a 
scientific and modern outlook on lrfe.y 

y 
Life must go on even without Nehru 

and we must at least try and oe worthy of 
his principles and ideals. We are living in 
difficult, almost critical times. The ship 
of State has lost its captain but the ship 
must sail, however turbulent the seas. 
Whoever is the new captain, he can steer 
the ship by the light that Nehru's name 
and memory will always shed, and his 
spirit will always be there to guide the 
country he loved so greatlv and to 
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who gave him    a devotion  and dedication  
which     few leaders have received in any 
period of history or in any part of the world. 

May I ask the House to convey to the 
bereaved members of his family our deep and 
heartfelt sympathies on the great loss they 
have suffered? 

Mr. Chairman, with your permission, I beg 
to move: 

/. "The Rajya Sabha, meeting in the shadow of 
the national calamity of the passing away of 
our beloved leader and Prime Minister, Shri 
Jawaharlal Nehru, expresses its profound 
anguish and grief and declares its Arm 
resolve to strive far the ideals of world 
peace and progress, and national unity, soli-
darity and prosperity, to which he dedicated 
himself throughout his life."y 
The  question loas proposed, 
SHRI DAHYABHAI V. PATEL (Gujarat): 

Mr. Chairman, Sir, we have gathered together 
to mourn the death of one of the greatest sens 
of India, the shock of which is so great and so 
fresh that it is difficult to express oneself. It 
has left us dazed; it has caught Us unprepared. 

The life of Jawaharlal Nehru has been a life 
of long and dedicated service not only to his 
country but to the human race. The urge for 
freedom that grew in India was symbolised, 
particularly as far as the youth of this country 
was concerned, in the personality of 
Jawaharlal Nehru. The country will remember 
for many generations his sacrifice, the many 
years that he spent in jail, a better part of his 
younger age, in the service of the motherland. 
He was one of the freedom fighters along 
with his great father, his distinguished sister 
and his devoted wife, who was a picture, a 
model, of Indian womanhood and stood 
shoulder to shoulder with him in the struggle. 
His great sacrifice won him love of our    
great 

leader whom we call the Father of our Nation. 
After attainment of independence he devoted 
himself to building a new India, a society free 
from exploitation of the weak and the poor and 
building up industry to provide employment 
and a fair standard of living to the teeming 
millions of this country. At the same time he 
was working to rid the world of colonial 
domination and exploitation and the evils that 
follow. He was working to eliminate war and 
the horrors that war leaves behind. In this he 
truly carried out the work of IPs great leader. 
He worked strenuously lor diminishing 
tensions, tensions between nations, which 
were the cause of war. He worked for building 
up better understanding and his contribution 
to the United Nations in this matter will also 
remain a great me-eial to him. 

His death has moved not. enly the people in 
this country but the whole world and all those 
who work for the establishment of peace.. The 
world has lost a great lover of peace, a lover of 
humanity, a great worker for peace, but the 
country has lost a leader who had been guiding 
it since independence. The loss will be 
irreparable, the void difficult to fill. For those 
who were associated with him in the k struggle 
for freedom, it will be difficult to conceive of an 
India without Jawaharlal Nehru. The 
Government of India, I am sure, and the Cabinet 
will also find it difficult to function and to 
adjust themselves to a world without   
Jawaharlal   Nehru. 

In this profound sense of shock that we all 
suffer from, may I suggest, Mr. Chairman, 
that the present session of Parliament be 
adjourned? Let the Government make up its 
mind as to what the future set-up is going to 
be and then only this House and Parliament 
would he in a mood to consider legislation. I 
hope, Sir, the Government will take note of 
my suggestion. 

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West Bengal):   
Mr.   Chairman,   Sir,   yester- 
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day with the whole nation weepmy, we 
consigned to the flames the mortal 
remains ol the immortal man—our 
beloved Jawaharlal Nehru. But the name 
of Jawaharlal Nehru neither flames nor 
time can consume. That name shall live 
so long as human race lives on this 
planet. 

Panditji was an apobtle of Indian 
freedom, an architect of modern India, a 
passionate champion cf the cause of 
world peace. Free India of today would 
be unthinkable without his great 
leadership, broad vision and dedicated 
service. The life and work of thai noble 
son of India encompassed a whole epoch 
which has seen not only the political 
emancipation of our nation but also the 
assertion of our national personality. The 
genius and greatness of Pandit 
Jawaharlal's leadership lay in his 
unbounded love for his country, in his 
matchless courage to fight for its cause; 
above all, in his unshakable faith in the 
destiny of our people. He was a sensitive 
upholder of the noble heritage of our 
hoary past but he disdained all that was 
stultifying and retrograde. Jawaharlal 
Nehru knew how to move with the 
changing time and he always looked 
forward. He understood more than any 
leader in power and authority the 
essential impulses of human progress. He 
gave our nation an orientation so that it 
could manfully meet the challenge of 
poverty, backwardness, social injustice 
caste-ism and communalism at home and 
of the forces of war in the world at large. 

It is true we have still a long way to go 
before we can end social injustice and 
poverty and achieve our goal. But this is 
a task which we can fulfil only by 
carrying forward the fighting traditions 
of Nehru and not by halting where he ha? 
left us today, much less by turning our 
backs on his positive contributions. Only 
by moving forward in unfaltering steps 
can we ever aspire to complete his 
unfinished  tasks.  It  is  always     easy, 

Mr. Chairman, to pay eloquent tributes in 
words to the memory of a great man. But 
it is not so easy to do so in deeds, 
whether personal 01 national. And yet the 
greatest tribute that one can pay to the 
undying memory of Jawaharlal Nehru is 
the tribute of such deeds. The coming 
years will show whether we, especially 
those on whom his mantle is ■falling, are 
capable of paying that only real tribute. 
For that We need resolve, unity, humility, 
courage and, above all, deep loyalty to 
the masses. 

We are all touched by the fact that 
beyond the frontiers of our sorrowful 
land, progressive mankind in all con-
tinents and in all countries are mourning 
the loss of our great leader. That is 
because Jawaharlal's leadership 
transcended national boundaries and 
embraced all humanity striving for 
freedom and peace. This leader and 
statesman was certainly one that sprang 
from our people, but he became a 
precious possession of all progressive 
mankind. By his service to the universal 
cause—th» cause of safeguarding world 
peace and national emancipation in 
particular—Jawaharlal raised his stature 
to Olympian heights and what is of great 
significance for the future, he raised the 
stature of this country of ours. Panditji 
shaped our great nation into a powerful 
bastion of world peace and that indeed 
has given our country a place of 
distinction -ind honour in the comity of 
nations. It has fallen to us, Mr. 
Chairman—now with the architect no 
more amongst us—to build upon the 
principles he held so dear to his heart and 
the foundations he so nobly laid. India's 
firm adherence and unfailing service to 
the cause of world peace and of national 
freedom will henceforth be our token of 
respect and love for the departed leader. 

I have ventured to say these words, 
fully conscious of the vastness and depth 
of the character of Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru. Jawaharlal Nehru is a part of our 
history and I have no 
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assess that history. I would, however, like 
to have a word or two as we have known 
him in this House for over a decade. This 
has been a rare privilege of some of us. As 
in other fields of our national life, the 
vacuum he has created in Parliament will 
also be difficult to fill. For a man of his 
learning, intellectual accomplishment and 
expedience, it is not difficult to be an able 
parliamentarian. But what made his part 
in this House and in the otner House 
unrivalled and unique was his frankness, 
honesty, capacity to both give and take, 
his sense of humour and above all his 
regard for parliamentary democracy and 
his attitude towards us of the Opposition. 
We from this side of the House looked 
upon him as something immensely more 
than the leader of the ruling party. Indian 
Parliament has lost its most shining jewel 
and we can now strive to make up the 
loss oniy by our greater collective efforts 
to defend and enrich democratic 
principles. If gives me no little pain even 
to think that here we shall now sit without 
that loving, fascinating voice—voice of 
reason, understanding and tolerance. 

With these words, Sir, I, on behalf of 
our Group in this House, associate myself 
with the sentiments expressed by the 
Leader of the House and pay our 
respectful homage to the deathless 
memory of Jawaharlal Nehru. We 
solemnly pledge before this House and 
the nation that we shall spare neither 
effort nor sacrifice to overcome the 
present sense of loss in the united 
endeavours for the good of our nation and 
for all mankind. A nation can go forward 
not in sorrow and in a sense of frustration. 
It can go forward only with faith in its 
future, with resolve and struggle to 
fashion it in a manner worthy of our great 
people. 

Once  again I would  request,     you, 
Mr. Chairman, to convey our    deep 

sense of sorrow and sympathy to the 
family of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and 
all others. 

Thank you. 
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SHRI A. D. MANI (Madhya Pradesh) : Mr. 

Chairman, may I seek the privilege of 
associating myself with the feeling and just 
tributes that have been paid to the memory of 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the Father of the Nation, the 
architect of modern India and one of the 
greatest men of all times? Sir, it has been said 
that humanity throws up once in three hundred 
years some towering personalities and titanic 
minds. The 16th and 17th centuries saw the 
efflorescence of Shakespeare, Bacon and 
Newton. Two of them were men of letters in 
philosophy and one of them was a man of 
science. The 20th century has been rightly 
called the century of action, and the 20th 
century has seen the emergence of Lenin, 
Roosevelt, Churchill and Jawaharlal Nehru. It 
has been our good fortune that we should have 
been led for the past fifty years by Jawaharlal 
Nehru whom the tides of time had thrown up 
to lead us to independence and to 

consolidate   the   gains   of   independence 
The achievements of Pandit Jawu-harlal 

Nehru are many. The pages of history of the 
last fifty years breathe of his achievements on 
every page, but his greatest achievement, to 
my mind, was the fact that he laid the 
foundations very securely for the emergence 
of parliamentary democracy in our country. It 
was Lord Morley, the great philosopher, who 
said at one time that he did not believe that 
Western parliamentary institutions could 
survive in India. Jawaharlal Nehru proved him 
to be wholly wrong. .Whatever may happen to 
the country in the future, I have no doubt that 
the gift which Jawaharlal Nehru gave to this 
country, namely parliamentary democracy, 
will live as long as his memory lives in the 
hearts of men, and his memory will live for 
ever and ever. 

Sir, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru realised more 
than anybody else that' the Opposition was as 
necessary for Government as Government 
itself and he extended to members of the Op-
position many facilities of debate and 
interpellation which we all valued. He was the 
greatest living democrat of his time and he 
tried to understand the opposite point of view 
on every issue. 

Sir, in this hour of grief let us tell the 
members of his family that it is not only their 
personal loss but the loss of every person and 
the passing away of Jawaharlal Nehru is a 
matter for lamentation in every heart. Let us 
in this hour of grief pledge our loyalty and 
our hearts to fulfil the mission for which 
Jawaharlal Nehru strove all his life, namely, 
the maintenance of a secular, united India 
which will act as a force for peace and as the 
most effective factor of stability in Asia. Let 
us in this hour of grief carry on his task and 
be worthy of his memory so that his soul may 
rest in peace. 
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SHRI JAIRAMDAS DAULATRAM 

(Nominated): Sir, as I have sat in the 
House these few minutes, old memories 
have crowded into my mind, memories 
which take me back nearly to fifty years 
ago. It was In 1917 that in the great 
national organisation it was my privilege 
to come into association with him. For 
another long eighteen years, I had the 
further privilege of functioning with him 
in the Congress Working Committee, in 
close association and intimacy at debates, 
at meals and outside. I had further the 
honour of being close to him for another 
two and a half years in the Cabinet, and 
for six long years in Assam I had 
practically weekly correspondence with 
him. And the net effect on my mind of all 
that lengthy association, that intimate 
association is that Jawaharlal Nehru was 
a great internationalist, he was a great 
freedom fighter, he was a great nation-
builder but above all, he was a great man. 
It was the greatness of the man in him 
which raised him to a high stature, 
whether in the International field or in  
the national  field. 

We with our own hands have burnt the  
body  of  Jawaharlal     Nehru;  we 
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have burnt it to ashes but his .spirit 
wedded to the nation, wedded to this 
Parliament, still hovers over the people 
and the Parliament and it   should not   be  
that  while  nature  killed  his body, we, 
the nation and its workers, kill  his spirit. 
He. stooa for    certain principles.   He 
stood    for    tolerance. Above all, he had 
a big heart—a big heart for  the opponent, 
a  big heart for the enemy,  a big heart for    
the man from whom he differed. He was 
not  a  man  of  small  prejudices.    He 
forgot the    conduct of a man    or a party 
the moment it was over.  It is this bigness 
0f heart which is going to be our test from 
tomorrow,    the test whether the nation 
has those workers, those guides—whether 
on this side or that side of the House—
who can imitate him even to the smallest 
degree and bring to the solution of our 
problems that composite mind which dis-
tinguished him. A Telugu never felt that 
Pandit Jawaharlai    Nehru    was 
somebody different from him; so the 
Tamilian, so the Bihari, so the    Punjabi, 
so the Bengalee, so the Assamese, and so 
also the rest of the country. He brought to 
the problems of   each part of the country    
that    composite make-up which made 
him feel Indian, which made him feel that 
every part of the country was part of him.    
It was that composite, make-up    which 
made him feel that the followers of all 
religions were his compatriots. He never  
identified     himself  with     any 
particular province,    with any particular 
caste, with any particular religion.  He  
represented   them  all.  And I may  say 
with  all  respect to those who had at 
times  differed from him that he tried 
even to represent    the opposite parties. 
He tried to go as far as he could to win 
their support    in the various measures    
which had to be adopted. 

Politics in our democratic structure is 
not a politics of the majority; it is that 
politics where the majority has to take 
into consideration the views and the 
propositions and the    senti- 
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ments of the opposition, the minorities. 
Also, democracy implies that the 
minorities and the various groups and 
parties have also to function predo-
minantly under a strong national impulse. 
And it is these things which are under test 
today—whether this nation bereft of the 
leadership which was at the helm for these 
seventeen years after independence and 
for many, many years before indepen-
dence, can produce that type of com-
posite-minded leadership imbued with 
that spirit of tolerance, adjustment, 
accommodation, understanding and above 
all, dominated by the spirit of national 
sentiment. It is this test through which 
each one of us is passing. I do not wish 
that we should start the new phase of our 
national life with any feeling of 
diffidence. Time there was for grief, but 
the time for grief must end. He ended the 
period of grief, when Gandhiji died, 
within a day and he started on his new 
responsibilities. The nation's workers, the 
nation's representatives, one and all of us, 
have to restart the new phase with 
assurance and confidence, with a feeling 
that though bereft of a leadership so 
unique in character the Indian nation yet 
has got this composite-minded leadership 
available within it—in the majority and 
the minority, whether religious or 
otherwise—which can hold together and 
take this country forward. Pandit 
Jawaharlai Nehru will have lived in vain, 
he will have died in vain, if we are not 
able to follow him in this basic principle 
of his life—to hold the country together, 
to have a dominant national feeling, not to 
feel as a partyman always and every time 
but to try to see that the entire nation in 
spite of the internal differences, in spite of 
the internal feuds and other divergences, 
is able to stand together. It was this 
composite make-up of his mind which 
enabled him to raise India's stature before 
the world through his personality. Let us 
in a humble way, in a small way, yet try 
to see that we, with our own hands, do not 
kill and burn his spirit as- we have burnt 
his body with our owh hands. 
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minated); Sir, the nation is still in 
tears, and waves of sorrow keep on 
coming. But 1 suggest that we must 
now wipe our tears, we must put back 
our sorrow and we must gird up our 
loins. When Mahatma Gandhi passed 
away and Pandit Nehru was left 
behind, he did not weep and 
he      did      not      sorrow beyond 
the measure that was worthy of a hero. 
Even in his preliminary address to the 
nation he said that it is not for us to 
sorrow and sob and sigh but we must get 
up and confront the tasks that were before 
us, and who did it better than this man 
who was more widowed than any other of 
that generation when Mahatma Gandhi 
passed away? Let us take a leaf out of that 
heroism of this great man. We consigned 
his mortal remains to the flames 
yesterday. Kings and emperors have lived 
and ruled in this great City of Delhi but 
no king, no emperor, called forth from so 
many millions of people that tremendous 
outflow of affection, loyalty and honour 
that this great hero of our history called 
forth even on his last journey as millions 
walked with him yesterday in the summer 
sun. It is now for us to look at the facts 
that hold us in this country. There never 
was a greater crisis, after Gandhiji died, 
than the crisis that we are facing today. 
We have lost our great captain, we have 
to function without the great captain, and 
we can do so only by unity, by discipline, 
by facing up to the problems truthfully 
and by not evading any issue. I 
remember, Sir, Mahatma Gandhi saying 
once that no Guru is worth the name if he 
has not produced at least one Disciple 
greater than himself. Looking at the 
tradition of human history, you see how 
the Buddha gave us Asoka, how Jesus 
gave us St. Paul and how Gandhi gave us 
Nehru just as again Ramakrishma earlier 
gave us Vivekananda. Nehru was the 
Asoka of our time. 

He was not functioning at a simple 
national level as a national leader or 

a leader of a party. No greater injustice 
can be done to Pandit Nehru's memory 
than to remember him as a mere leader of 
the Congress Party. He brought into the 
leadership of that party the whole of this 
nation and he was dear to every man and 
woman in this country, it was a great 
privilege to agree with him tout it was a 
greater privilege to disagree with him. In 
Parliament and on the floor of the House 
his Party would support him naturally. 
But the Opposition attached him 
vigorously, as they should, for that is the 
function of Parliamentary Opposition. 
But he was worth the steel of the 
Opposition. I wonder who can now take 
his place. We look back with profound 
gratitude that this man lived with us, 
worked with us, led us during the last 
sixteen or seventeen years in which we 
have laid the foundations of our 
nationhood and our Republic. But we will 
not be true to his memory by indulging 
merely in words of praise for him 
because death plays this trick upon the 
human mind, to make everybody shower 
praise on one who is dead. Probably it is 
right that we do so. But it is even more 
right that our praise must be founded 
upon our own truthfulness and sincerity. 

Sir, there were some values for which 
this great son of India stood which if we 
forget, we shall betray his memory. 
Looking back on the death of Mahatma 
Gandhi, I am sometimes stricken with 
sorrow that we have betrayed him in 
regard to some of his basic teachings in 
this country. Maybe, we shall pull out of 
that and become more truthfully loyal to 
the great values that Mahatma Gandhi 
himself built up in this country. But at 
the moment I am thinking of the 
priceless lagacy which Pandit Nehru has 
handed down to us, and among them 
secularism stands as the most 
outstanding. 

Now, we have explained again and 
again in this country that secularism is 
not anti-religion. Secularism in a State is 
giving to every man in every 
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religion    and    in    every    community equal 
and  complete honour and justice.   Nehru stood 
for this.   It is not enough to say that we too are 
secularists.   There   are  many  people  who say 
that they are secularists but they betray 
secularism as soon as  a challenge comes, as soon 
as there    is    a crisis.  We  must  stand  every  
test  in the  coming years  that our State remains   
secular  against   every     storm that might blow 
against it.   It is not going   to  be  easy  because  
there     is still caste  in  this country,  there     is 
communalisrn  in  this   country,   there is every 
kind of attitude seeking to break  up  our  secular     
unity  and so we have to take the greatest care 
that we do not betray this secularism of the State. 

Secondly,     Sir—and    I    am    glad Minister 
Chagla mentioned it—Nehru was the symbol of 
assurance to  the minorities  of  this  country.   I     
have many  friends  among Muslims and I count 
you, Sir, as one of the greatest among them.   I 
worked with you in the    Jamia    Millia.   I    
have    many friends     among     Harijans.   I     
have worked among them for the last thirty 
years.   I know that     the     Harijans trusted 
nobody as they trusted Pandit Nehru,  that the 
Muslims trusted nobody in this country as they 
trusted Pandit Nehru and all the other minorities 
^oked upon Nehru as the pledge of this nation, 
for the fairest and the fullest justice  to every 
member     ol every minority community.    If 
Nehru had  not  been  that  then this Nation 
would  not  have been  built  even  tc the extent 
it has been built today. 

Seventeen years is a very short time in the 
life of a nation. But within these seventeen 
years this titan accomplished the tasks of 
national unity and therefore we must remain 
true to this pledge of security and justice to 
every member of every minority community. 

He laid the foundations, as was already 
said, of our parliamentary democracy. He was 
a great Parliamentarian and the Opposition 
will miss himn very sadly in the coming years. 
His supporters will miss him too, but I think 
the Opposition will miss him even more 
because he stood broad-shouldered against 
every attack of the Opposition, took from the 
Opposition what was good in the attack and 
reacted in the most democratic and generous 
manner to the Opposition. We shall, therefore, 
miss him in this Parliament just as we shall  
long miss  him  in  the country. 

Then, Sir, he has left behind for 
us a national policy, which now and 
then comes in for attack—and I say 
rightly because the Opposition's busi 
ness is to attack—and that is the 
policy of non-alignment. I do not 
know if that is the best word for the 
policy which he formulated, which he 
defended again and again with cour 
age and determination in every crisis 
that came up. It was simply a policy 
of friendship with the whole world. 
If you want to stand for friendship 
with the who'le world, non-alignment 
becomes      inescapable. In      fact, 
Mahatma Gandhi's whole philosophy leads to 
non-alignment. It is tragic that some of those, 
who take the name of Gandhi, attack non-
aligment. It is not realised that non-alignment 
comes out of the Gandhian teaching 
irresistibily. 

So, Sir, these are some of the legacies that 
this great man has left behind—secularism,  
fair  treatment     to every man and woman in 
this country,   parliamentary   democracy   at  
its best and also a devotion to the common 
man, unsurpassed in India's history.   We love 
Mahatma Gandhi but our  love  for  him  was   
and   is  more of reverence than love.   But we 
love this man with     human  love,  earthly 
love, love which bind man and man together.    
He     was the    most, loved man of all time in 
this country, and he became the  most loved  
man because he loved this country more pas- 
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more devotedly than any other man we can 
remember today. So let us cherish his 
memory not by merely praising him but by 
keeping alive the ideals he has left behind. 

I am afraid India is sometimes given to 
betraying the great who pass away and we 
have in some ways betrayed Gandhi himself. I 
wonder now what will happen in this country. 
Let this not happen now. We are a new 
Republic, a free and proud people, constantly 
advancing towards a greater and greater 
measure of freedom. We must remake 
ourselves and in so remaking cherish in spirit 
and in action the memory of this great man. 
Pandit Nehru is dead; long live Pandit Nehru. 

SHRI B. K. GAIKWAD (Maharashtra): Mr. 
Chairman, Sir, on behalf of the Republican 
Party, I support the Resolution which has 
been moved by the Leader of the House, 
honour- 
le Mr. Chagla. Sir, many speeches I have 
heard and so I want to be very brief. I will 
speak a few sentences on the life of late 
Pandit al Nehru. 

All his life and strength were given to the 
cause of the liberation of mankind. For over 
thirty years he was in the forefront of the 
national movement, and after independence 
for nearly seventeen years he was the Prime 
Minister of the country and died as Prime 
Minister'.   The Spanish 

Civil War awakened him to 12 
NOON the     impending     danger     of 

fascism. When Hiroshima made the 
prospect of the annihilation of mankind a 
distinct possibility, Mr. Nehru thought only of 
peace, to which cause he was dedicated to the 
last of his days. In the country's history of the 
last half a century the name of Jawaharlal 
Nehru is written all over. The idea of a 
secular, democratic and industrial India fully 
associated with a free and warless world is not 
something that springs naturally from the 
Indian tradition. Yet that is the ideal he set 

before the country. He was a revolutionary 
one. He was an architect of modern India. He 
was sincere and true friend of the working 
class and down-trodden peop'ie. He had to 
face several problems in the co try, which he 
faced very boldly. Therefore we wish to place 
on record our very high appreciation of the 
devoted services he has rendered to our 
country and to humanity at large. 

Sinn A. K. A. ABDUL SAMAD (Madras): 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was living in the 
hearts of the people Of the country for one 
whole generation and will indeed continue to 
live very long in their loving hearts. That was 
a brilliant, though exacting, era in the history 
of our Motherland. In that exa the country 
saw many wonderful changes in her own life 
and in the world. The late Prime Minister 
played a vital role in those changes. His 
tender affection for tlie people of the country 
and his undaunted championship of their 
rights and privileges, and his stout defence of 
the honour of the country on every necessary 
occasion and, on the whole, his unrivalled 
leadership made him beloved hero of the 
country. 

The people cannot easily reconcile 
themselves to the departure of this great lover 
and leader of the country. It is indeed a 
shocking blow and a heavy loss to our 
Motherland. I join in the heartfelt homage 
paid to the memory  of this  great     and     
unique 

^MR. CHAIRMAN: Fellow-mourners, I know 
words can only inadequately convey what I 
feel, and yet I wish, to associate myself with 
the sentiments that have been so feelingly 
expressed by all sections of the House. We are 
paying our homage today to one of the most 
remarkable men of our times, who was for 
seventeen years the guiding genius of our 
Democratic Republic. Pandit Nehru is gone 
leaving a whole people utterly disconsolate. 
The shock is indeed so great that we shall take 
time to fully realise what has happened, for 
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Pandit Nehru was not only the Prime. 
Minister of India; in association with his 
guru. Mahatma Gandhi, he had led us to 
victory in our struggle for freedom and had 
given to that freedom a meaning and a 
content. He was a rock on which we built our 
faith in ourselves. He is no more with us. Let 
his image be indelibly impressed on our 
minds so that we may not be dismayed by the 
feeling of emptiness. 

aristocrat by birth and temperament, 
Pandit Nehru had committed himself totally 
and unequivocally to democratic ideals, 
democratic institutions and democratic proce-
dures. The aristocrat in him sought to make 
his whole life and activity an expression of all 
that is gracious and noble. The democrat in 
him made him the courageous fighter for 
people's rights. Over thirty-four years ago he 
committed us to the achievement of complete 
independence, and independence, even in 
those early days was, to him, not a formal 
negative state of absence of foreign 
domination, but had a positive content of 
social justice and economic development. It 
was never enough for him that the 
Constitution should ensure the creation of a 
welfare State. He incessantly laboured to 
educate the people to realise this assurance. 
One of the great educators of our time, he 
made the common people aware of their 
rights and their duties, and provided them 
with the means of making State policy serve 
the general interest. He believed in a 
democracy that would bring tangible and 
continuously increasing benefits to the masses 
of the people, and years before India became 
independent, he committed the country to 
planned economic growth. His discernment 
his foresight, his grasp of essentials, his 
astonishing intellectual capacity, raised him to 
a height from which he could have possibly 
looked down with impatience at small, inhi-
bited, narrow minds. But he schooled himself 
assiduously in the observance of democratic 
procedures, in the exercise of patience and 
restraint.   He as- 

pired to make all his fellow-citizens share his 
vision of a new society and to dedicate 
themselves to its realisation, because they 
themselves should believe, with the same 
fervour as he, in the happiness and the glory 
that would   come  with   its  realisation.   jf. 

He firmly believed that this was possible 
only in a peaceful country and a peaceful 
world. To bring about mutual understanding 
and mutual accommodation among the 
various elements that constitute the variegated 
pattern of Indian life into a harmoniously 
integrated national existence was a passion 
with him. No one could assure as effectively 
and as convincingly as he did that the road to 
this mutual understanding, appreciation and 
integration, long though it may seem and 
beset with many a difficult turn, will be 
traversed with a firm and unfaltering step. 
Hand in hand with this passion for internal 
accord and unity in the country was the one 
for peace in the world. This great fighter for 
national independence never s&w India 
outside the context of the life of the world. He 
had inherited from the whole healthy genius 
of his people this passion for peace. It was 
strengthened by the example of his guru, 
Mahatma Gandhi, and by the experience of 
the destruction of values and the horrible 
sufferings of two World Wars. He worked for 
peace with such conviction, such deep 
sincerity, that he became one of the pioneer 
architects of an emerging peaceful world 
community. He gave to our foreign policy a 
direction which, let us hope, will contribute 
significantly to the full realisation of this 
emerging life of peace on our planet. 

As Prime Minister of ladia, Jawaharlal 
Nehru did not only guide and control 
administration and policy. The people looked 
to him for everything, for immediate 
attention, for the redress of small and big 
grievances, for the appreciation of ideas and 
enterprise in the many fields of science, 
literature, art, education. He was never too 
busy or too important 
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obscure man who wanted to be heard and 
understood, and the obscure man sought 
him out feeling assured that he would get 
both appreciation and encouragement. 
The appreciation was not an expression 
of politeness. It arose out of an amazing 
knowledge and versatility. And the 
encouragement was not just goodwill. It 
was an ardent desire to make his country 
rich by helping every variety of talent to 
find expression and fulfilment. His well-
wishers often thought, and sometimes 
with good reason, that he was exerting 
himself too much spending valuable time 
on things that did not seem quite relevant 
to his position and his office. But nature 
had gifted him with so much energy that 
he could be cheerfully extravagant, and 
not only carry the burden of Government 
on his shoulders, but also accomplish, 
with grace and charm, the stupendous 
task of generating and supporting every 
type of enthusiasm throughout the  
country. 

And besides what he did for the 
people, besides the values he gave to 
them, he was, if I may so put it, himself a 
value. Having committed his seamless 
strong character to not a few absolute 
objective values, he had grown into a 
personality of such effortless 
graciousness, such sensibility, elegance 
and refinement that it seemed to partake 
the qualities associated with great works 
of art. Association with him was a moral 
and an aesthetic experience. Master-
pieces of art are not known to repeat 
themselves. They are unique.[JWe shall 
ever miss his personality and be the 
poorer—very much the poorer— for the 
'loss. But the values to which that 
personality was committed will live and 
will demand commitment from us.^As an 
English poet has said:— 

"To us he is no more a person now, 
but a whole climate of opinion." 
The  tasks—many  and  difficult:—of a 
growing national life do not stop with 
GMGIPND—RS—296RS—18-7-64—75° 

the passing away of its leader. They press 
for completion, they demand fresh 
commitment, they call for renewed 
dedication^/ The leader is gone to have 
his well-earned rest. Let us take over his 
tasks and hope, through mutual 
understanding and united selfless effort, 
to bring them nearer to fulfilment. He is 
gone, but his memory shall ever remain a 
source of strength and inspiration to us. 
He will live in our hearts, in our lives and 
may God, in His grace, make our hearts 
and our lives worthy of his memory. 

I shall convey to Shrimati Indira 
Gandhi, to the bereaved family, the 
feelings of sorrow expressed in this 
House at the passing away of the leader 
and our heartfelt sympathy in their 
bereavement. 

The Leader of the House, as you will   
remember,   moved  a  Resolution: 
"The Rajya Sabha, meeting in the 

shadow of the national calamity of the 
passing away of our "N. beloved leader 
and Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharlal 
Nehru, expresses its profound anguish and 
grief and declares its firm resolve to strive 
for the ideals of world peace and progress 
and national unity, solidarity and 
prosperity, to which he dedicated himself 
throughout his life." 

I would request hon. Members to rise 
in their seats in order to show that they 
approve of this Resolution, and to 
observe two minutes' silence as a mark of 
respect to the memory of the departed 
leader. 

Hon. Members then stood *» silence 
for two minutes. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Resolution is  
adopted.    
 
 
 
 
 

The House stands adjourned till 11 
A.M. on Monday, the 1st June, 1964, 

The House then adjourned at 
thirteen minutes past twelve of 
the clock till eleven of the clock 
on Monday, the 1st  June.   
1964. 


