{13 March, 2006] RAJYA SABHA

Chiidren falling ill due to mid-day meel

2187. DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR: Will the Minister of HUMAM
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether there were reports of several chikiren dying and 2 iarge
number of talling ill after eating rotten food at schoels in Meerut, Kanpur
and Unnao under mid-day meal schame;

(b) if 80, the cetails thereof and the action taken in this regard; and

(c) the steps taken to provide safe end hygienic foods to schools under
mid-day meai scheme?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MRISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRIMATI D. PURANDESWARYI): (2) to () As per
information received from Government of Uttar Pradesh, reports shout
children having died at Meerut, Kanpur and Unnae after censuming mid-
day meal at schools are not true. A few children took i at Unnao allegedly
because of contaminated pulse. An FIR has been lodged against the
shopkeaper and the cook. in addition, the U.P. Government has taken
the following steps:-

{) Ithas initiated steps to put in pl2ce a mechanism to ensure hygienic,
wholesoma food.

(i) It has directed district officers W implement the instructions regarding
mid-day meal in letter and spirit.

(i) The Minister of Basic Education, Govemment of Uttar Pradesh has
appealed to the Gram Pradhans to maintain cleanliness and provide
good food at schools.

Central Government has aiso exhorted ail Stutes to mobilize mothers
to take turns to oversee preparation of meal to ensure regularity and
quaiity.

Fortrayal of Gandhi in textbooks

2188. KUMARI NIRMALA DESHPANDE: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESCURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(&) whether Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation, is not being
portrayed properly in some of the textbooks for schools;
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