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- 8agrr D. THENGARI: Apart from
Bombay, what other ports are found
suitable for the construction of this
warship?

Surt A. M THOMAS: Bombay jis
the only place where we intend to
manufacture this.

RECRUITMENT OF BHILS TO THE ARMY

2843 Suri M. RUTHNASWAMY:
Will the Minister of DEFENCE be plea-
sed to state:

(a) the externt to which recruit-
ment to the army obtains among the
aill tribes; and

(by whether the Bhil Corps of the
British days still exists in our Army?

Tiae MINISTER or DEFENCE (Sur1
Y. B. CravaN): (a) The meaning of
*hill tribes’ is not clear. No tribes
have been classified as hill tribes.
Recruitment in the Army is open to
all classes of people, irrespective of
their place of residence.

(b) No, Sir.
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Surr P. L. KUREEL URF TALIB:
During the earlier period of the
British regime, these hill tribes, the
Scheduled Castes had formeq a major
part of the British Army, and later
on they were gradually excluded,
especially from 1857 from the Army.
So much so, now these tribes are
completely debarred from the Army.
Although the Defence Minister has
said that there is no distinction made
between martial and non-martial
people, yet in practice we find that
the people of the lower castes and
the Scheduled Tribes are not recruit-
ed into the Army in the combatant
ranks as would appear from the
figureg supplied through this House.

Mgr. CHAIRMAN: You have ex-
pressed an opinion, you have not
raised any question. So

Surr P. L. KUREEL URF TALIB:
What I want to know is whether
these people wil] be recruited in large
numbers into the Army. We want
to make it a truly national Army. It
is not so now. It is the monopoly
of some privileged classes,

Surr1 Y. B. CHAVAN: 1 would like
to say with all the emphasis at my
command that the statement made
that the Scheduled Castes or other
pPeople are not taken into the Army,
that they are excluded, is absolutely
incorrect and is rather a misleading
statement. I would like to say ...

(interruptions).





