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RAJYA SABHA 
Wednesday, the 23rd September, 1964/ the 1st 

Asvina, 1886 (Saka) 

The   House   met   at   eleven of the dock, 
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

t [PRICES OF FERTILIZERS 

•353. SHRI B. N. BHARGAVA: Will the 
Minister of PLANNING be pleased to state: 

(a) the opinion given by the Panel of 
Experts of the Planning Commission in regard 
to reduction in the prices of nitrogenous and 
phosphatic fertilizers; and 

(b) what is Government's reaction to the 
recommendations of the Panel?] 

t[THE MINISTER OF PLANNING (SHRI B. 
R. BHAGAT): (a) The existing prices of 

fertilisers    are too high 

t [  ] English  translation. 717 
RSD—1 

and though some reductions have lately been 
made in the case of certain types of fertilisers, 
there is need to reduce them further, if 
necessary, by subsidising them. 

(b) It is under consideration.] 

SHRI JOSEPH MATHEN: Is it a fact that an 

American expert team visited this  country   
and   it  suggested  ways 
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and means to supply cheaper fertilisers to 
agriculturists in this country? 

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT:: Sir, the fertiliser 
production takes into account all the 
technological and economic advances that 
have recently been achieved and if the units 
are set up on that basis, it is possible to reduce 
considerably  the prices  of fertilisers. 

SHRI C. D. PANDE: Sir, there is a retention 
charge of Rs. 50 per ton and also a charge of 
Rs. 50 as distributors' commission. That 
makes Rs. 100 a ton which is a very 
substantial portion of the price charged from 
the consumers. Will the Government do away 
at 'east with this so that there should be no 
profit and also will the Government see to it 
that the distribution charge also is reduced to 
a reasonable limit? 

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: Sir, the charges that 
go to the intermediaries are not to that extent 
but efforts are made to reduce them to the 
extent possible. 

 

in India and also the raw materials are 
indigenously available, may I know why the 
cost of manufacture of these fertilisers, 
nitrogenous or phos-phatic, is high in India? Is 
it because of the fact that the capital structure 
goes high because of the costly imported 
plants? 

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: Well, this is a matter 
of detail and all these questions will be looked 
into. When the new fertiliser plants come into 
existence, efforts will be made to take 
advantage of the technological and economic 
advances that have been made. 

 
SHRI N. SRI RAMA REDDY: Sir, I would 

like to know how the prevailing prices in 
India compare with the prices obtaining in 
important countries like Japan, the United 
States of America and the U.K. If the ruling 
prices are far below the prices in India, how is 
it that in India the prices are much higher than 
the prices that are prevailing in those 
countries? 

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: Sir, our fertiliser 
prices—in India—are higher than the prices 
in every other country except Spain. 
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t [VACANT GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS 

•354. SHRI V. M. CHORDIA: Will the 
Minister of WORKS AND HOUSING be pleased 
to state: 

(a) the areas in Delhi where Government 
buildings were lying vacant on 1st April, 1964 
and the number of such buildings in each of 
these areas; and 

(b) since when the buildings mentioned 
in part (a) above are lying vacant and what 
are the reasons therefor?] 

t[THE MINISTER OF WORKS AND 
HOUSING (SHRI MEHR CHAND KHANNA) ; 
(a) Out of a total of about 35,600 Government 
buildings in Delhi, only about 223 buildings 
were lying vacant in different areas on the 1st 
April 1964. 

(b) These quarters are vacant from 
different dates. Most of the quarters in the 
Minto Road and the D.I.Z. area* are vacant as 
they have been declared dangerous and unfit 
for occupation. Quarters in other areas have 
been lying vacant for carrying out repairs, 
conversion of single storey buildings into 
double storey, re-roofing and re-ftooring etc.] 

t [  ] English  translation. 


