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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Now, you should be happy. You have

got an assurance. So, you can conclude now.
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SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY (West Bengal): Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
for having given me this opportunity.

Sir, due to time constraint, | am entering into the Budget proposals directly. The
Budget proposal boasted of not increasing the freight. It is correct that there is no proposal
to increase the freight charges in these Budget proposals. But, in reality, just before the
Budget Session, two months back in the month of December, the freight charges of some
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essential items and some other items which are very important components for the
manufacturing industries have been increased. A circular was issued to this effect. The
circular no. is TCR/1078/2010/21 and the circular introduced enhanced freight charges
from 27th December, 2010. The freight charges for the two most essential items like sugar
and salt and some other manufacturing items like iron ore, steel, coal, coke and cement
have been increased. Though it was increased by 4 per cent, but in a very subtle way, it
has increased more than this.

Sir, there is a system in the Railways where the commodities are classified for fixing
freight charges. Now, these commodities have been upgraded in classification. Sir, | will
give you an example. For instance, the classification of sugar has been upgraded from 110
points to 120 points, and, thus, according to the distance, say, between 201-210
kilometres, the freight for sugar has been increased by Rs. 164. Like this, take the coal
tariff. Sir, you are well aware that coal is an essential item for generation of power,
particularly, for the thermal power stations and a thermal power plant needs 70 per cent
coal for power generation. The freight charges for the coal have been increased in a very
subtle way. | will give you one example of the Kolaghat Thermal Power Project. It needs
15,000 to 20,000 tons of coal every day. Due to increase in the freight charges, Kolaghat
has to pay an additional amount of Rs. 11,062 crores. If this situation continues in coal and
power sectors, the entire burden would be shifted to the people and they will have to bear
it.

Talking about the financial health of the railways, the railways have gone bankrupt. For
the last few months suppliers have not been paid their bills. They are complaining about
non-payment of their bills. That fund has been adjusted with the operating ratio. The
operating ratio has been shown as 92.1 per cent.

The Budget speech boasts about dividends, but what is the reality? Earlier, the
Railways used to pay seven per cent dividend. In the last two years it has been reduced
from seven to six per cent and then, from six to five per cent. In this way, the operating
ratio has been adjusted in this Budget.

Sir, the hon. Finance Minister has exempted service tax for two consecutive years.
That is also a burden on the people because it is going from the State exchequer. The
Finance Minister had allocated Rs. 15,000 to the railways last year. Also, it got Rs. 10,000
from the IRFC. Who will pay this loan? Who will bear this burden? From where is it going?
It is going from the tax-payers’ pockets? The Railway Budget is presented separately;
why? There is a convention that the railways pay a good amount of money to the General
Budget. It has been the history of the Indian economy that India’s Budget got one-third of
its financial assistance from the railways. The Budget got one-third of its money out of
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dividends from the railways. It was an asset to the national economy. Now it has become a

burden on the national economy.

Sir, 1 now come to the question of employment. | had put a question to the hon.
Railway Minister whether any posts for safety and security-related aspects had been
created. My main concern was about safety and security. | had put that question, but the
answer came in a very subtle way. The MoS, Ministry of Railways, while answering this
question had mentioned that when the present Railway Minister took charge of the Ministry
of Railways, the number of vacancies in safety-related posts was 89,000 while that in
security-related posts was 8114. Now, after that more than 26,000 vacancies have been
created. A letter written by the Chief Personal Officer depicts that for the post of driver,
vacancies were 23 per cent, motorman, 20.9 per cent, guard, 14.16 per cent, station
master, 13.41 per cent, gateman traffic, 20.13 per cent and engineering posts, 10 per cent.
Now, we have been hearing from the hon. Minister that examinations would be conducted
for employment to these posts. We have been listening to that for two years now, but, in
the meantime, by means of a circular some direct recruitment process has started. So, in
an unscrupulous way, by-passing the railway recruitment examinations, recruitment have
been going on. Because of that, some unhappy incidents have taken place in the past two
days in front of the Railway Minister’s residence. ...(Interruptions)...

KUMARI MAMATA BANERJEE: Sir, he is making baseless allegations against me. |
strongly oppose it. It is totally fictiious and fabricated. Absolutely fabricated!
...(Interruptions)... There is nothing in it. They are playing dirty politics. ...(Interruptions)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Please proceed, Mr. Chakraborty.
SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY : Sir, | may be given extra time. ... (Interruptions)

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT (West Bengal): Sir, his time is being taken.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY : | need extra time, Sir. Then there is an anarchy
prevailing in the financial system of Railways. There is no Finance Commission for the last
eight months. Nothing is going on in the financial sector. Anarchy is going on. Just before
retirement, Mr. Ranghaban, in a meeting of General Managers, said and cautioned that if
the trend of spending more and earning less continues, not only the internal generation of
funds suffers, but there is a very serious threat of the Ministry defaulting on the dividend
payment liability.

Sir, | have already referred about the dividend. There is no Managing Director of the
dedicated Freight Corridor. It is a dream project of the Prime Minister. He laid the
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foundation stone of it in 2006, but no progress has been made in that project. Sir, now |
come to the performance. There was a competition in Sydney among the snails. One snail
stood first and created world record. Its speed was 330 milimeter in 24 hours. What we see
here in India is a clone of that snail, that is, the Railways of our country. Take the example
of Eastern Railways. The Eastern Railways Review Report published in the last December.
There was a Standing High Power Committee and Mr. Prakash was the head of that
Committee. According to the Report placed by the High Power Committee — many hon.
Members of Parliament think that many things are happening in Bengal — four projects out
of fifteen may be completed in due time. So far as rail line is concerned, only 13 per cent is
completed. There are two projects of 40 km. of gauge conversion, but not a single inch has
been completed.

Sir, then | come to the Central Government Report prepared by Statistics and
Programme Implementation Infrastructure and Project Monitoring Division relating to
projects whose estimated cost is above Rs.150 crore. Out of 128 projects, 7 may be
completed in due time and 25 projects are progressing at a slow pace. Out of remaining
96, 68 are without day of commissioning or without original date of commissioning. Sir, sO
far as pending projects are concerned, | will tell in a brief way. Sixty world class stations
were announced and abandoned. Then 584 model stations were announced, only some
stations were white-washed, adorned with colours and got some toilets. Then upgradation
of 133 stations to multi-functional complex were announced, but work started only in four
stations. Then 522 hospitals and nursing homes were announced, but not even a
foundation stone is laid there. Then 50 central schools and 10 residential colleges were
announced, but nothing has been done. Announcement was made that 18 medical
colleges would be set up, but nothing has been done. Sir, 10 bottling plants were
announced, but nothing has been done; 5 sports academies were proposed, but nothing
has been done. A bunch of coach wagon factory was announced, even no DPR has been
finalized. It was announced in the last year that there would be a coach factory at Kalahandi
and hon. MPs applauded that, but nothing has been done, not even a foundation stone
was laid. So, it is going on like this. I am not going into the details of it because | do not
have sufficient time. (Time-bell rings) ... (Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: Sir, he has two more minutes.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Yes, | ring the bell two minutes before
to give the signal that only two more minutes are left.

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY (West Bengal): Sir, he is talking about the signals of the
Railways.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Yes, | understood. That is why, | am
giving a new signal here. Now, please proceed.

SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY: Sir, a foundation stone was laid by the hon.
Rashtrapatiji for the Joka-BBD Bag Railway. But, the foundation stone was laid at a
particular land which is not under the possession of the Railways. So, Rashtrapati Bhawan
started to enquire about this. Then, that foundation stone was replaced. When the
Authority of that land investigated that from where they got the order, they said that they
got the order from the Metro Railway. A letter was written, “Metro Railway will be shifting
their Joka-BBD Bag foundation stone from your premises. So, kindly allow our men and
machinery to your premises for this shifting.” Sir, this was done by the hon. Rashtrapatiji
who is the Constitutional head of our country.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Now, please conclude.

SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY: Then, Sir, there is the question of ACD.
Mr. Rajaram, a retired official of the Railway, said, “The amount of strategic thinking to
ensure that ACDs are prevented from being employed is mind-boggling ! Honest officials on
higher rungs don’t have that much time to go into details of a case, but in the process,
those with evil designs have a field day pushing files and notes to their advantage. In this
case, it has been the pushing of foreign technologies, even if outdated. The same thing
happened with Metro Rail as is happening for ACDs.” So, that is the state of affairs going
on there.

Then, Sir, several times, it is announced that the Railways are maintaining austerity. |
put a question before the hon. Railway Minister on the amount of expenditure being
incurred on laying the foundation stones. That question was not answered. Then, one of
my colleagues got the chance to use the Right to Information Act. From there, a letter
came to the hon. Member of Parliament. The letter mentioned that for a particular period of
time, not all the time, but for a period of 12 or 14 months, 79 ceremonies have been done
only for laying foundation stones and inaugurations. According to the reply, a sum of
Rs.5,05,45,057 has been spent for that. (Time-bell rings).

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN(PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Your time is over. Now, please
conclude.

SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY: Sir, it is the reply from the Eastern Railways.
SuwTedsl (31 f1.5. HRE): T S, 3117 B[ BT

SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY: Sir, this is my last point and last sentence. Sir, UPA
spoke a lot about “Vision 2020°. That means vision for 2020. But, now, people say that it is
the *Vision *’.

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): That word is expunged, as it is

unparliamentary.
SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY: Sir, what has been expunged?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Only the word, which was
unparliamentary, has been expunged.

SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY: | don’t think | used any unparliamentary word.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Don’t worry; | will look into the record
again. If there is anything unparliamentary, | will remove it. Now, Shri Tariq Anwar.

3ft RS AR (FERISY): SUHWTEIE A1, AN Q9 A Vold 8Y 31 JATH! &
ST 9 ST 3T 21 ...(THM)... 3R AT $H1 AT b T8 IE BT d8H+ 31X AR T
TRT & T Bl | Thdl BT IS 8, a1 I8 Told ol SFT SART IAd 2 BT HIHR
A HATHANT TP THgA | I B BH B © 3R SHIIY SHB] “Siig I@r T Il
2, “cI8% oIs=” BBl oTdT 21 3ot T30 S 7 S et fh saa! wirfa e &) emfia) & wg
# fod) 21 AR YT ATz BIC-BIS Al & A1-ATeT WTST, FEFR § ¥e drel Al &
AT S g3 &1 H 50 91 & forg Yot #301 &1 gers 7 fos arh fopwran, o g aR o) Al
P IBT-T8 T TR TGN BT & AT D B TR IR IRR TSdT 8, ST F1-A12 9IS,
ST JTURNET WU | AN & S TR 3R HRAT &, S QM1 A S84 AN Bl a1+ B HIeT
BT 21 3T STPR 2] {61 S Fhal fb Y & Hared iR faeR ot Y smawaear g,
I # 59 919 & oy S qaR@are < f& o3 999 A & RrwTiRe & @] 8t
SITM & 918 3R sa+ 93 fa<ia 911 g2 ImErfote iR roifad sigierd I el &1 S
P BT &, SHD qraofa AT MR AT I 7 B e I8! gs ¢ # FHe § 5
g Vel HAA Sft BT BRI 3R G Tl S A B B B Uh Udld o

¥l IoIC 2011-12 S8 &1 AT © 3N Fa¥ 376! 914 I8 & b 594 “faw 2020” &
SR = B A1 Bl TAT 81N HAl 7 BT & [ ugell N efd 7 “fIo T 20207 TR
foran 2, forad wfosg & forw wrfded siR aired, <1 fo &1 Aty off g4mar 1= 21

SUGYTETET HBISd, STl Uh 3R WRd UH IMMRIE I1fh & ©0 § SWR 38T 8, d81 8aR
SHRe TR B W Ih BT T & A9 I o1 S Jo9d SR fIer 3R PR daR &1
3R B, §AA BIS STBR T2 B FehelTl o 59 q1d &1 it & 7 v w4t <f =1 e it
BT SSTEIT & AT ST & [ 3 St o1 amre fera weef) vegsit @1 919 %81 8,
I WIANY &1 89 o1 $feUCe STuiT & 91d B &, 9 s g o famr e &1
121 forg g% g 8] 81 A B

¥ #3i HBleAn 7 37U+ fUwd |1 Ve Ioict 9 Vel Bl 9@ g8 AR 1 IRT B & oIy
3R FRSMR Jadi B IISTIR & ATA JIR B & oIy B ¥t nenRa bfagar &1
TRATYAT &1 1 Bl 2| ST Se M garan © s S Y &1 e wrfey UR 2 31 399 919 U
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B AR LN I S U196 T 51 eI 599 91 Dl G & fob ¥erd | 111 g 75 g9
JHIST ©, d SAD! Y BT 1S € 3R 9 a2 A I=H Hed o[ &1 IHS AiYd-
|1 S TN HARIH 1A 8, 37 forg Wi S8 25 ESIR ARN B ISTIR & BI 91 Bel
2138 I HHR MR AR #§ Yo ot HBidcat o o a1 e €, § wesn § 5 g%
I B ST 31R ATTAH & AT I ST &b A ISTdH1 H1 Wl I B X8RI | STk &
ﬁﬂ’ g Uh ATIS] hoH ISTAT AT 21 R Inclusive Development 3R M & ﬁﬂ’ qg
e A1 21 37 # U BRIE HICeR & I Bl A BiCsR, Yk AH=
NeTd BT JE B & MR T A ST g3l €1 F81 I 109 Ths STHIA Wlell TS §S €,
RRT®T B1g STINT Yard A1 A1l -3¢ Yod 81 B °7 X2 81 § A-1a 53] 7eledn &1 &
S99 3R o ST A1 fb I 109 Ths STHIA ¥18% & fepd 419 7 &, STef 7emid gisa
g, Yot A1 &, 7t ot 2, 9 i 98t Suew 21 afe g8t sua aguanT faar Sy, o
SO g8l & Aol B AR W fre ) I8 916 -difsd &= 2 3R I8 99ma | ) S[s1 gan
21 $Hferg IS SHHT AguANT fhan STy, T 599 FId & AT B A9 g

IUGHTERET SfY, Yol HAAl FRIEAT 7 U+ W9 9 9911 8 b Vel sore § 124 vuadiy
AT # FETRTS efte 9 Sufard aRatsmsit &) srifad $3 & forw ve [ & gorm
BT UG 7, Faenr A g w450 Yo fadr A1 @ T 21 a8 U 95 & Sudn
®Had B, Foraed! W fovan ST =nfeyl 391 & STeT-31erT 8131 7 @ URASHIS STel uedt
2, Rrat awong g8 €, et smemfrer T 8 €, S9! yr1 fan S agd wred B
Jg ¥erd & fod d Wi 7 3R 391 & f2a it 2, a9 I Bl Yol s 1 gl § SR
ITP] 3 VT W AR VIS ST TE] S| I HATAT B 5 AT Bl DI HRAT AT(Y
o I are} 1t 1 gRa YT b gl

IUAATEE Sfl, safety and security — I &1 9gd He@yul fdg € ok & wg- areadn §
o 591 feram 4 e w30 wetedn R S 6ed SOl U 8, d 984 ol JAav® ©, Fifd ¥l |
So aTel AT 1 39 91 B MR 81T ALY b SHBT ST SR A1l YR €1 59 femm
H I HATHT B 3R A BRIN H&H ISM IR A B ol B NIl 8, AT ¥l
H HY B el AN 370 ATIH| GRIAT Tegd B qebl

IUFATEIE ST, Anti-collision Device & IR # #=1 A8 lgdl 7 Hel & &b qakw vod o
SH®! Bt fBa1 T 81 H faes S aredt € fb ¥ 39 & THH W 396! Sraifd
BT AR, Rifeh SHH AR Vol ATAT G 81 Aeel | 21

3 H AU I FHIE B UBe H PO GeATd AT A FA HEleAT A e € b
fowet 2 a9t 8§ 5197 584 I B TS B B TN B s off, S99 | 914, 2011 I
442 TR D1 IS B BT B YT B To1AT ST, $H F1 B AT IS8+ {31 B
# =1 o 59 BT B STed] U STea] R a1 Syl S a8 W) Fe1 € o afs aiae am
AR T B TS B & IR H GITd <31, 1 d BT R Hu|
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IUFATEIE ST, 319 H s B Ugel Vold iR G¥e+ ¥ad & I H $o JeITd a1 drsdl
2198, <9 B i ot &, sHforg a8t ¥a & gaad sawad €1 4 e we
=71 § % Has B Hgd Veld 3iR ¥ Yold 9 B dldd el &, clfh AWhTs & IAHTd
& BRI AR WIS ¥ 97 & forg AW 991 1 99 &< 51 | =g 6 430 7giean &1 g9
31 €T <1 ATFRY1 3T S & o el of g oY Savaersa hideat € ok asf saremr
.91, f9ER IR Rds & 417 B I &1 32 39 8- S & oy ¢4 udhs & fory
BTV AT IS Wl ST TSl 21 SAfCIY 5 3R &1 <+ B 3rawadhdl ¢ & 3= el
7 €1 o glaen fid 9&1 3R 4 51ffe =) S =1, 91 d 316 < A 'R Ugd 9| b
fore g gema 7% € % gdl gft, fer iR seds o aret sifiet @) gfaen & fog
AT A eeaTe GF & 1T U ¢+ Trelts S|

SuxruTegel (1. A9 HRA) : TS S, Pt 3ma Far S|

sftaRe oFaR : TR, H WA B BT gl el o §RT YU B AHTEre, TR 37
RATTETE A SIS SV f98R & STRTeHT Yod W2 | Blddbal & 99 Th o Jddl o,
T FaR 13160 81 AT ¢ SINEHT | TIUER 02:45 991 Feld] § 3R Id & 03:00 §of
BIABT Ugad] 21 $H A8 H A7 I8 M 2 b s9d 97 &1 S <& | FraiRa e
ST

31T T Th-1p! faer 3R 31mE. 2. AR 31 Ua 991 5 &1 981 IR a7 /e
AR IS & AT Ued & IR A6 B 81 SR 48R A F e ST B gfaen st
T €1 98l A BRI A P BT o Sl 21 H MU A1 | AT W31 AT H SR
Bl g o $9 S Bl frequency IS SITT

HEIGd, H3l 95 AR I HE1 &, clfh1 THI BT AWTd &, SAfery | =1 b ot w430
3R X fAWmT =1 S fere @1 2, SR YRT FH= BT B B, AT B el B MR 37 &
 TAT IS 1Y H AT SIY| ANT T SATET I S ATEIH | THY B @, ST 37T

$UD] GURA BT ATTTADBT | STAIEAL FEIGY, H $2l veal & A1 ATYDH] &-=dTe el
% 3IR v w21 ST 1 Y et < g

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Shri Baishnab Parida, take five minutes
and focus on your points.

SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA (Orissa): Sir, this Railway Budget is most disappointing for
Orissa like the Budget of the previous year. It is a big let-down for my State of Orissa. |
know that the railways are a symbol of national integration. It connects all parts of the
country.

Sir, Orissa gives Rs.7,000 crore every year as revenue to the Railways. But the money
which has been allotted to my State is so meager that it can never meet the requirement of
the railway development in my State. This year my State Government requested the hon.
Railway Minister to provide us Rs.2,085 crore. But, unfortunately, only Rs.1,168 core were
given. As a result many of our ongoing projects could not be finished with this money in this
year.
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Sir, | want to bring to your notice one very important railway line, which was
sanctioned by the Railway Ministry in 1993-94, but the work is not yet completed. It is a
vital lifeline between western Orissa and coastal Orissa is 289-km. Khurda Road-Bolangir
railway line. It was sanctioned in 1994-95. Now, its estimated cost is Rs.1000 crores. But,
our hon. Minister has sanctioned only Rs.60 crores. Last year also, Rs.120 crores were
sanctioned but only Rs.20 crores were spent. Now, Rs.100 crores has been returned to the
Railway Fund. And out of 289 kilometres, only 36 kilometres are completed since 1994 till
today. So, you can imagine from this figure how Orissa is neglected. Sir, another important
rail line is Haridaspur- Paradip line which is 82 kilometres. It was also sanctioned in 1996~
97. Rs.494 crores were sanctioned but only Rs.179 crores were given. So, as a result,
many of our on-going projects are not completed in 25 years. So, it is going on. Sir, the
Railway Ministry is doing the job in such a way everywhere in Orissa that only a few
kilometres are completed and the money sanctioned is only going back to the Railway
Fund. So, this is a great injustice to my State.

Sir, another rail line is, Angul-Dhubri-Sukinda Road in Orissa which is passing through
an area which is going through a process of industrialisation and social development.
Railways should help us in this industrialisation process. But, the Railway Ministry is not
cooperating with the State. As a result, Orissa is not achieving its aims. We are neglected
by the Central Government and if the Railways take this step-motherly attitude, then,
Orissa cannot achieve its desired goals. Sir, Orissa Government requested to make a
survey for Jajpur-Keonjhar Road—Jajpur railway line. It's 30 kilometres only from J.K.
Road. Sir, you know that historically, Jajpur is a very famous historical pilgrim centre and it
is the district headquarter of Jaipur District. Jaipur is called Nabhi Gaya. Next to Gaya, it is
treated by Hindus as Nabhi Gaya where people come from all over the country to afford
their homage to their ancestors. (Time-bell rings)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Okay. You have one more
speaker.

SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: Sir, | would request the Minister to include this
project in the Budget and have this survey for this Jajpur-Keonjhar road and Jajpur line.
Sir, | have no time. Of course, you should give some time. (7ime-bell rings) We have been
demanding for the development of Railway lines in Orissa since decades but when West
Bengal...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Please take vyour seat.
...(Interruptions)... There is one more speaker from your party. ...(Interruptions)... So,
please, Mr. Parida. There is one more speaker from your party. Please take your seat. |
called you first. ... (Interruptions)... Please. Please do not encroach upon the time of your
colleague.
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SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: Sir, West Bengal and Orissa should get equal benefit out of
this year’s Budget.

THE VICE -CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Okay. No more.

SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: Sir, there is a missing link. Make Tatanagar-Chakulia line
operational upto Rupsa. Sir, it will cut down the distance to Tatanagar.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Mr. Parida, it is not going on record.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: *

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Now, Mr. Elavarasan.
...(Interruptions)... | have called Mr. Elavarasan. You start.

SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: *

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Mr. Elavarasan, you please start.
...(Interruptions ).... It is not going on record, Mr. Parida. Your party has one more
speaker. What can | do? | called you first. | should have called the other Member first.
Please take your seat. You got the advantage. Please. Mr. Elavarasan, you speak. Only
that will go on record. ...(/nterrupt/ons)... | request every hon. Member to stick to their
party time because we have shortage of time.

SHRI A. ELAVARASAN (Tamil Nadu): Hon’ble Vice-Chairman, Sir, | would like to
extend my gratitude for giving me an opportunity to participate in the discussions on the
Railway Budget. At the outset, | would like to appreciate the efforts of the hon. Railway
Minister to spare the common man from the burden of the fare hike for this year also. Every
year, the hon. Minister announces lot of populist projects and schemes, in the Railway
Budget, but fulfillment of those projects is highly doubtful. During the last Railway Budget,
the hon. Minister had announced new trains and new lines for Tamil Nadu, but except a
few, many of these projects have not been realized till date.

The hon. Minister has concentrated only to announce an increase in the frequency of
Duronto Express trains. Unfortunately, she has failed to announce any new Garib Rath
trains that is meant for the poor.

| welcome the announcement of new Duronto Express train between Madurai-Chennai
and Chennai-Tiruvananthapuram in the current Budget. Tiruchirapalli is a centrally-located
city of Tamil Nadu. It is surrounded with a lot of industrial hubs and also smaller towns.
New trains should be introduced from Tiruchirapalli. Now, most of the trains are only
enroute trains, and the people of Tiruchirapalli are getting only few seats in these trains.
Only if the trains originate and terminate from Tiruchirappli, the people of Tiruchirapalli will
benefit more.

*Not recorded.
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This is a long pending demand that requires urgent attention by the hon. Minister. |
can assure you, Sir, that this will earn a good revenue for the Indian Railways.

The hon. Minister had also announced in the early budget that 584 stations would be
upgraded into Adarsh Stations. And this year, another 236 stations have been included.
But, to my surprise, only 6 stations from Tamil Nadu have been included in this. | fail to
understand why Tamil Nadu is being neglected and being denied its reasonable share. |
request the hon. Minister to include more stations from Tamil Nadu.

| also recommend that Vridhachalam, Ariayalur, Pudukottai and Srirangam stations
should also be included for upgradation as Adarsh Stations.

Every year, we are disappointed to see that our demand for new trains is not at
all considered. This year is no exception. We sincerely hope that the hon. Railway
Minister would consider the request of the people of Tamil Nadu, but she has disappointed
us.

Therefore, | request the hon. Minister to announce some more new trains and new
lines in her reply, in response to the discussions of the hon. Members.

Similarly, the line doubling work announced from Chengalpattu to Villupuram should be
extended, at least, up to Tiruchirapalli. | shall be grateful if it is extended up to
Kanyakumari.

The funds should be allotted without any delay, and the work should be
completed within the stipulated time. This would benefit both the passengers and also the
Railways.

In para 102 of this year’s Railway Budget, the hon. Minister has included some
important religious places, like Madurai, Rameshwararm under Rail Tourism.

| would like to draw your kind attention to the fact that Tiruchirapalli is also an
important city of Tamil Nadu, with many temples and historical places. | request the hon.
Minister to include Trichirapally also under Rail Tourism.

Now, let me share my views on the issue of safety of rail passengers, and also about
the conditions of the level crossings in the country, particularly unmanned level crossings.
At present there are around 35, 363 level crossings all over India out of which 17,954 are
unmanned. Accidents occur mostly in unmanned level crossings. Accidents occur mostly
at unmanned level crossings. Sir, it is estimated that 35 per cent of the total train accidents
are taking place at the unmanned level crossings.

I would like to say that these unmanned level crossings are illmaintained or
unmaintained. The approach to these level crossings is, really, very bad. So, the vehicles
that try to cross them get stuck up or take a lot of time to cross.
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Sir, at many places, the railway tracks are laid in an elevated condition, and the
unmanned level crossing’s approach road is also very steep. This delays the vehicles’
movement. Thereby, accidents take place.

Moreover, the visibility of approaching trains is also very bad. So, Indian
Railways should try to improve the condition of approach roads for unmanned level

crossings.

During winter, particularly when there is fog, the trains are running at a very slow
speed. Trains from Delhi, reaching Chennai, are delayed by, at least, 12 to 15 hours. This
poses hardships to the passengers. Passengers who are ordinarily travelling for more than
32 hours are further held up for another 12 hours. (T/me-be// r/ngs) This delay also throws a
bad light on the ability of the Railway Ministry. The trains are deliberately operated at a slow
speed. | request the hon. Minister to look into this matter and ensure that the trains are
running at the right time. (7ime-bell rings ) 1 am concluding, Sir.

Before conclusion, | thank the hon. Minister for including Tiruchirapalli under the
proposal of setting up of Shelter Units for track side dwellers on pilot basis. | once again
thank the Minister for increasing the service of the Tiruchirapalli-Karur train to six days a
week. | also thank the hon. Minister for launching special tourist trains called “Janam
Bhoomi Gaurav” connecting Tiruchirapalli. Thank you, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Thank you, Mr. Elavarasan. Now, Shri
Rajniti Prasad.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): Mr. Rajniti Prasad, you can continue
your speech at 1.30 p.m.

The House stands adjourned to meet at 1.30 p.m. | repeat “1.30 p.m.”.
The House then adjourned for lunch at one of the clock.

The House reassembled after lunch at thirty-two minutes past one of the clock
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, in the Chair.
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