THE BUDGET (RAILWAYS) 2011-12 (contd.)
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#} ITFHIRI: A9 <R A 37T &1 AT Y8 $9 U I 81 T8 81 Now, Shri Khekiho

Zhimomi.

SHRI KHEKIHO ZHIMOMI (Nagaland): Sir, thank you for giving me an opportunity to
speak on the Railway Budget presented by the hon. Minister of Railways on 25th February,
2011. The key points of the Budget, presented by the hon. Minister, are highly
commendable, as it is a pro-people Budget; more so, the neglected regions of the North-
East, for more than half a century, and the deprived people of the region, have been taken
care of with a continued and a louder slogan of not only economic viability, being the
index of development, but also an acute sense of social responsibility and desirability being
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accorded highest priority, and, amongst others, a commitment to the millions of non-rich
people of this country. Taking such a positive and a bold step is warmly welcome and
highly appreciable. Madam, |, along with the people of Nagaland, join hands with Shri
Neiphiu Rio, the Chief Minister of Nagaland, who have lauded and appreciated your good
gesture and concern for the people of the North-East, particularly, Nagaland.

Sir, my State is placed under a special category. There are two specialties that we
avail, the credit and a special law. We have a special law. First, it is the special law where
the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act has been in existence in the State of Nagaland
even before the birth of the State. But the special privileges on all fronts have been
withdrawn one after another. So, even when this is the attitude towards us, we are very
privileged; and, under such circumstances, when our problems are acknowledged and
appreciated by any Minister, it is our privilege to reciprocate with gratitude. This is the first
time in the history of the great Indian railways family that Nagaland has found a place.

Sir, our demand is very limited. We are a very grateful people; we are really grateful
that this time, in the Railway Budget, a new line survey in the Dimapur district has been
included. It is only 250 kilometers. | pray to the hon. Minister that this should be included in
the first list of surveys.

The second thing which is worth mentioning is a special express train providing daily
service from Guwahati to Dimapur.

Thirdly, | would also like to remind the commitment and the assurance given by the
former Railway Minister, Shri Lalu Prasad Yadav about a railhead to all the State
Capitals, including Nagaland. Sir, we have been waiting for the fulflilment of this
commitment very eagerly. This time, a more aggressive step may please be taken so that it
materializes.

Sir, the other point that | would like to highlight is about the allocation of the quota of
seats for Dimapur Railway Station in Rajdhani Express which runs between New Delhi and
Dibrugarh via Dimapur. Sir, the Dimapur station serves not only the Nagaland State but
Manipur as well and it is catering to a large population. However, the present quota for
Dimapur station is insufficient for meeting the growing demands of the people of the two
States, namely, Nagaland and Manipur. |, therefore, request the hon. Minister to increase
the quota of seats for Dimapur Railway Station. Similarly, the Rajdhani Express halts only
for five minutes at the Dimapur Railway Station. The halt may please be extended up to
twenty minutes.

With these words, | conclude my remarks and hope that the hon. Minister of
Railways would consider our requests seriously. | support the Railway Budget. | also thank
the Chair for having given me this opportunity to present the demands of the people of
Nagaland.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Ishwar Singh. Not present. Shri Mohammad Ali Khan.
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SHRI M.V. MYSURA REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): It is her maiden speech, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Gundu Sudharani.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You are asking me to give her more time because it is her
maiden speech. ,..(/nterrupt/ons),.. You are asking me in a very difficult situation because
we have to conclude the debate by 4.30. There are still ten Members to speak.

...(Interruptions)... | leave it to her. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI GUNDU SUDHARANI (Andhra Pradesh): Respected Deputy Chairman,
Sir, at the outset, | thank you very much for giving me this opportunity to make my maiden
speech before the distinguished hon. Members. Before | start my speech, | express my
deep sense of gratitude to my leader, Shri Nara Chandrababu Naidu Garu for nominating
me to this House of Elders. | take this opportunity to thank all my party colleagues, MLAs
who have elected me, people of Andhra Pradesh, particularly, Warangal, who have
supported me in my journey to this place to this destination. | pledge here that | will
sincerely and faithfully discharge my duties to the satisfaction of one and all. | also take this
opportunity to seek the guidance and help from the Chair, senior colleagues of my party
and the hon. Members of the House.

Sir, this budget is nothing but jugglery of figures. First, | come to the operating ratio of
railways. The hon. Minister put the operating ratio for 2010-11 at 92.1 per cent. It shocked
me because if you look closely at the budget documents, they reveal that there is a last
minute patch-up by the Railway Board. Sir, in the first nine months, the operating ratio
touched almost 115 per cent of the railways. Ten out of sixteen zones had an operating ratio
of over 100 per cent between April and December, 2010. So, | would like the Minister to
explain what magic she has to turn it around in the last quarter and show 92.1 per cent as

operating ratio.

The second point is about safety. The Minister herself has spoken sincerely about
safety and security measures by railways. She said, In my first tenure, | had approved the
introduction of anticollision device. After ten years, | find that it has been implemented only
in NF Railway.
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Secondly, the hon. Minister in her Budget Speech says that the number of incidents at
unmanned level crossings have come down by 36 per cent. Sir, the main accidents and
collisions in the Railways take place at level crossings and if you look at the White Paper
released by the Minister last year it shows that all kinds of accidents at level crossings in
2004-05 was 70 and in 2008-09, it remained the same at 69. When collision comes, it was
13 in 2004-05 and remained at 13 in 2008-09. The Minister said that there is 36 per cent
reduction of accidents in unmanned level crossings, but if you look at the White Paper,
accidents at unmanned level crossings in 2004-05 was 65, and it was 62 in 2008-09. So,
the figures given by the Minister and the figures of White Paper released by the hon.
Minister are contradicting. | request her to clarify this to this House, and, Sir, there are
more than 2000 level crossings in A.P., and | request the hon. Minister to take immediate
steps to construct rail over bridge and rail under bridge which would drastically reduce the
accidents at level crossings. The other point is, if one looks at the expenditure so far made
on ACD and on other safety measures, it runs into hundreds of crores. Where has the
money gone? Does it mean that the money is not being utilized optimally? Why are you
leaving the lives of the people at the mercy of God? So, | request the hon. Minister to
sincerely pay attention on safety and security aspect, because it is the heart and soul of

Railways.

Sir, the hon. Minister announced pre-feasibility study for Delhi-Mumbai Golden Ralil
Corridor and also mentioned that similar studies would be initiated for other corridors like
Mumbai-Kolkata, Chennai-Bangalore, etc. But | ask the hon. Minister what happened to
the High Speed Rail Corridor of Hyderabad-Dornakal-Vijayawada- Chennai announced in
the Vision 2020 Document? What is the progress of technical study of this corridor and by
when it is going to be grounded? There is no mention about this in her speech as to when
she will take this up and complete it as it is a very important and revenue-generating
stretch. | only request her to be sincere towards this corridor as well. My next point is, |
don’t know the reason why Railways is not able to achieve the set targets with regard to
new lines. Sir, since Independence we could add only 10,677 kms. which averages 180
kms. per annum. But, if you compare it with the British, they laid 577 kms. annually. This
clearly shows that there is a lack of political will and commitment on the part of successive
Railway Ministers in constructing new lines. Hon. Minister has set a target of 1000 kms of
new lines and if you calculate at this rate, Railways will construct 10,000 kms of new lines
by 2020. But, if you look at Network Expansion of the Vision Document 2020 released by
the hon. Minister, it envisages adding 25,000 kms by 2020. It means 2,500 kms. per
annum. Now, the Minister proposes 1000 kms and in ten years it comes to 10,000 kms.
But, the actual achievement, as per Minister herself, is 700 kms. per annum. It means, we
can achieve only 7000 kms. by 2020. So, whom are we fooling, Sir? | request the hon.

Minister to give us the correct picture and urge not to create any hype or give a rosy
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picture, but only tell the truth to the people of this country. Sir, the Railway Budget has
disappointed the entire A.P. and | have no hesitation to say, “f |q o1 DT, éﬂﬁ four
gl T T as my State has been ignored 7th year in a row. There is no doubt that there
are some promises in the present Budget. But, what to do with these promises, when the
Ministry failed to fulfill the promises made in earlier Budgets? So, mere promises will not
do, unless they are implemented on the ground with sufficient allocations. Sir, the hon.
Minister is very well aware that SCR has consistently in the first two positions as far as

revenue earning is concerned.

But, it is deprived over the last four decades with regard to railway lines and other
projects. For example, in 2006-07, the income was Rs. 5,770 crores and allocation was
Rs. 923 crores. In 2007-08, the income was Rs. 6,830 crores and the allocation was Rs.
1,610 crores. Last year, the revenue generation was Rs. 8,500 crores and the allocation
was just Rs. 3,092 crores. This year the allocation proposed is Rs. 3,666 crores even
though the income would be nearly Rs. 9,500 crores. But, when it comes to Eastern Zone,
the Minister is giving it more than what it earns for Railways.

And, secondly, if you look at rail network in the South Central Railway in spite
of earning higher revenues for Railways, it is only 18.5 route kms. per 1000 sqg. kms.,
whereas in Bengal it is nearly 50 kms.; 38 kms. in Bihar; 35.5 kms. in UP; 32 kms. in
Tamil Nadu. This clearly shows that the successive Railway Ministers are neglecting the
revenue-earning Zones and giving importance to the States which are not even up to the

mark.

In this Budget the Minister has given only Rs. 3,666 crores to SCR. Out of this, Rs.
1700 crores go to Nadikudi-Srikalahasti line. So, the rest Rs. 1966 crores would be
distributed to other projects. What works can the South Central Railway take up with this
meagre amount? So, | ask the Government of India as to why this discrimination towards
A.P.

Sir, A.P. Congress has given the largest number of MPs to the UPA Government and it
would be in the fitness of things to reciprocate in the same manner by the Government of
India in the form of giving more allocations and projects to my State. So, | only appeal to
the hon. Prime Minister with folded hands to intervene and do justice to the South Central
Railway.

The next point is, the hon. Minister is very well aware the Andhra Pradesh is called the
Rice Bowl of the country and its farmers continue to feed the people of this country. But,
the Railways is not extending to them a helping hand in transporting the foodgrains. The
FCI has a capacity to store 34 lakh tones of foodgrains in Andhra Pradesh but the present
stocks are 37 lakh tones. As a result, the FCI is not procuring foodgrains from farmers. The
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officials are ready to transport these foodgrains to the neighbouring Tamil Nadu,
Karanataka and Kerala, but the railways are not giving them the rakes. Sir, in February
Railways assured of providing 160 rakes but has given only 90. As a result, the foodgrains
are not able to transport to other States. So, | request the hon. Minister to direct the
officials to release the required number of rakes to Andhra Pradesh so that it can transport
foodgrains, make room for new foodgrains which helps the farmers to get remunerative
price. If the Railways does not help the farmers of Andhra Pradesh who are already
suffering due to cyclone and floods in the State and also due to piling up of 20 lakh metric
tones of foodgrains which have either de-coloured or broken or sprouted, there is every
possibility that they may commit even suicides. So, | request the hon. Minister to help them
out.

The second point is, the officials have set a target of procuring 50 lakh tones before
March, 15 and 85 lakh tones by September 30 this year. For this, the States requires 750
rakes. So, | request the hon. Minister to direct the officials to provide, on an average, 150~
160 rakes to Andhra Pradesh so that foodgrains can be transported and farmers can be
saved from serious problems.

Sir, my submissions would be incomplete without mentioning the injustice done to
A.P. with regard to new lines, doubling, electrification, new trains, etc. The Chief Minister
of A.P. has had a detailed discussion with the hon. Minister on 21st January, 2011, and
submitted a detailed Memorandum for consideration. But, to the utter disappointment of
not only Chief Minister but also to the people of A.P., the Minister has not considered the
Memorandum at all. Of the 9 new lines proposed by the Chief Minister, only Gudur-
Durgarajapatnam has been sanctioned. In the last Budget the hon. Minister announced 11
new lines to connect the most backward areas and they are: Bhadrachallam-Kovvur,
Nizamabad-Ramagundam, Hyderabad-Gajwel-Siddipet-Siricilla-Jagityal, Patancheruvu-
Adilabad etc. But, till today even the approval from the Planning Commission has not got.
The hon. Minister said that she would take up Nadikudi- Srikalahasti, Manuguru-
Ramagundam, Akkampet-Medak-Medchal, etc. But, till now the projects have not
brought to tender stage even. Instead, the Minister said that such projects would be taken
up in the Twelfth Plan. How can the Railways implement projects in this way? First you
announce project, drag on for some years without allocation and then say that it would be
taken up in the next Plan period. Mere announcements will not do any justice unless they
are backed by allocations. So, | request the hon. Minister to take a holistic view and do

justice by implementing the projects within a reasonable time-frame.

Secondly, there are projects which have been cleared by the Railway Board and
the Planning Commission but are pending for clearance from the Cabinet. They are:
Nadikudi-Srikalahasti new line, doubling and electrification of Vijayawada-Gudivada and
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Machillipatnam/Bhimavaram-Narsapur-Nidadavolu to name a few. So, | request the hon.
Minister to take these to the Cabinet and get approval. Sir, Secunderabad-Karimnagar via
Siddipet has a lot of traffic and potential for earning revenue. The rate of return as per the
rough calculation in the above stretch would be about 21 per cent, which is more than the
14 per cent norm prescribed by railways. So, | request to take this up immediately. Projects
like Adilabad-Armoor new line which is a 136 kms. stretch is pending before the Railway
Board for long. Kindly quicken the process and complete the same. Doubling of Bibinagar
and Nallapadu is also important in view of heavy traffic and there is a lot of demand for this
from the people of this region. There is also a need for a new line to Bhupalapalli coal
mines. This has also not found place in the Budget proposals. Sir, Telangana is the
backward region of Andhra Pradesh. Coal mines, Singareni Collieries and APGENCO are
located at Bhupalapalli. There is a proposal for a line between Manugur and Ramagundam.
| only urge that it should be routed via Bhupalapalli in view of the coal mines, Singareni
Collieries and APGENCO. Apart from these, | request the hon. Minister to consider triple
line between Kazipet-Ballarshah, Kazipet-Vijayawada and Maula Ali-Bhongiri as these are
very important. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please help the Chair. | don’t want to interrupt, but the
debate has to end at 4.30 p.m. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI GUNDU SUDHARANI: Just two more minutes, Sir. Sir, | now come to the
allocation of funds to some of the projects in Andhra Pradesh resulting in progress of those
projects at a snail’s pace. For example, Kakinada-Pitapuram requires Rs. 125 crores, but
the Minister has given Rs. 1 lakh. Munirabad-Mahaboobnagar requires
Rs. 360 crores, allocated Rs. 30 crores. Peddapalli-Karimnagar-Nizamabad project was
started 18 years ago, it is yet to be completed. It required Rs. 150 crores, but given only
Rs. 60 crores. So, same is the case with other projects relating to doubling, electrification
and gauge conversion. Due to time constraint, | am not mentioning them all here. So, |
humbly request the hon. Minister to seriously ponder over these and do justice to Andhra
Pradesh and the backward region of Telangana.

Sir, | thank the hon. Minister for announcing a longpending demand of Telangana
for Wagon factory at Kazipet. But, at the same time, there is a genuine demand
to declare Kazipet as a separate Division as it is the main junction which connects
North and South India. People of Telangana have been demanding for declaring this
as a separate Division for many years. But, for reasons best known to the Minister, it
has not been declared. | am thankful to the hon. Minister for upgrading Warangal as
Adarsh Station. But, | wish to place a small request before the hon. Minister in this
regard. The traffic flow at this station increased fourfold and the passengers are facing
problems for entry and exit. So, | request that one more entry and exit for Warangal station
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4.00 p.m.

be opened and a building also be provided at the new entry/exit. Apart from this, | also
request for a Foot-over-Bridge at station to facilitate the movement of passengers. The
Ministry provides some facilities to stations which have been declared as Adarsh Stations
but healthcare facilities are not provided at these Stations. So, | request for providing
medical care facilities at Adarsh Stations also. Sir, | have one small request to make. There
is a need for Rail-over-Bridge connecting Karimabad at under railway gate to Warangal in
Warangal district. There is also a need for rail-under-bridge at Shiva Nagar in Warangal. |
request the hon. Minister to give green signal to these two small works immediately as they
are very important.

So, Sir, these are some of the demands which | thought that | should bring to the
notice of the hon. Minister for redressing the same. | request her to ponder over these and
do justice to Andhra Pradesh. | thank you, Sir, once again, for having given me this
opportunity to make my maiden speech. Thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, debate on the Railway Budget should be
over by 4.30 p.m. There are, still, 10 Members. | am afraid | will not be able to give more
than three minutes to each Member. If you want to speak, you speak; otherwise, you take
some other opportunity. Shri Avinash Rai Khanna.
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e ofR fum | & Sra<d ot wl Rosice € <= €, gafay # ared § & S9!
THHIRIR 3 751 {51 1Y 31R 4“1 & foIy A1 1ad! Fmd &1 SI19) g=yare |

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much. This concludes the discussion on the Budget
(Railways) 2011-12. Now, the hon. Prime Minister is to make a statement.

STATEMENT BY PRIME MINISTER
Appointment of Central Vigilance Commissioner

THE PRIME MINSITER (DR. MANMOHAN SINGH): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the post of
Central Vigilance Commissioner was due to fall vacant on 8th September, 2010 on the
completion of the term of Shri Pratyush sinha.

Under the CVC Act, 2003, the appointment of Central Vigilance Commissioner is
required to be made by the President by Warrant under her hand and seal and on the basis
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