SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR (Maharashtra): Sir.....

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You have to only associate. ...(Interruptions }... There is some
technical problem. See, all Special Mentions have to be scrutinized. Since you have to only
associate, your text has not be scrutinized. So, vou just assodiate. ...(Tnterruptions)... | am

telling you that the Secretariat has not scrutinized the text.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMARMN: That is different. You can raise it in a different form.
3ft UHTYT FMESHY: I 8 a9 ST important ... (FTTEH)....
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You just associate.
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Demand to take measures to check the increasing number of

cancer patients in certain regions of Punjab

SHRI H.K. DUA (MNominated): Sir, the Train No. 339 leaves every night from Abohar to
reach Bikaner next morning. Over a period of time, it has come to be known as cancer Trainll.
This train has acquired this dubious reputation simply because nearly 100 cancer patients travel
hy it from Punjab to Bikaner for diagnosis and treatment at the Acharya Tulsi Regional Cancer

Treatment and Research Institute, Bikaner.

The patients and their families travel as long as 350 kilometers every day from Abohar to
Bikaner, picking up cancer patients and their families from other stations in the Southern Punjab
districts. After diagnosis or treatment, they return to their villages and small towns of the entire
Malwa tract. Those who have travelled by this train come back with different stories about the
patients suffering from cancer. Some exude a hope of better life and others vears of despair

ahead.

Some preliminary research has been carried out about the prevalence of widespread cancer
in Southern Punjab, which is rich in agriculture, particularly, in growing cotton for the rest of the
country. Researches done so far tend to suggest that pesticides and fertilizers that are being
widely used and the consequent pollution of the water is leading to cancer in Southern Punjab.
The highly affected districts are said to be Ferozepur, Faridkot, Moga, Mansa, Barnala and
Bhatinda.
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| request the Health Minister to take steps for setting up a big cancer hospital in Southern
Punjab so that patients don’t have to travel all the way from Abohar to Bikaner for cancer

treatment.

There is also a need for detailed study to be carried out as to why the incidents of cancer
are so high in the entire Southern region of Punjab. 1 hepe the Government, the Health Ministry,

in particular, will take necessary steps urgently.

SHRI AVINASH RAI KHAMNA (Punjab): Sir, | associate with the Special Mention made by

the hon. Member.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yesterday, we also had a question on this.

SHRI TARUN VIJAY (Uttarakhand): Sir, | agsociate with the Special Mention made by the

hon. Member.

SHRIMATI BIMLA KASHYAP SO0D (Himachal Pradesh): Sir, | associate with the Special

IMention made by the hon. Member.

MISS ANUSUINA UIKEY (Madhya Pradesh): Sir, | associate with the Special Mention made
by the hon. Member.

SHRI BALWINDER SINGH BHUNDER (Punjab): Sir, | associate with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

Demand to address the problems being faced by the family of

Ramdhari Singh ‘Dinkar’, a National Poet
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