RAJYA SABHA

Tuesday, 15th March, 2011/24th Phalguna, 1932 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock,
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

MATTERS RAISED WITH PERMISSION

Denial of justice to the families of those killed and
injured in Kashmir Valley

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT (West Bengal): Sir, | would like to draw the attention of the
House to the continuing denial of justice to the people of Jammu and Kashmir and, in particular,
the denial of just minimum norms of justice to the families of those whose children were killed in
the unfortunate incidents last year. Four Members of Parliament had an occasion to attend the
Women’s Conference held in Srinagar, organized by the Central Government-appointed
interlocutors. Women from all the regions of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh were present in
that Conference. Unlike some of the attempts to project the differences between different
regions, what we saw in this Conference was the unanimous outrage against the fact that even
though 117 young people were killed in the Valley, not a single official, not even a constable has
been punished. Sir, whenever this type of a police firing takes place in other parts of India, we
know actions are taken to make the forces accountable. But, here, Sir, leave alone being
punished, even FIRs have not been registered. Out of 117 deaths, only 37 FIRs have been
registered. No inquiries have been made. Therefore, Sir, the first demand that the women have
made is to have some process to ensure justice. | myself feel that an independent inquiry
commission, with impartial people, to take strong action against those responsible, in a time-
bound way, be set up.

Secondly, Sir, you will be shocked to know, the House will be shocked to know that even
today, young people are being called to thanas, threatened and arrested. Indiscriminate arrests
are taking place in the Valley. This is very unfortunate. You cannot have peace and calm without
justice. We demand: “Stop those indiscriminate arrests.”

Sir, the third point that | would like to make is that women were saying that at every corner
there are bunkers. It seems that there is militarization of the entire Valley. Sir, you will be
shocked to know that everytime young University girls, students and lecturers, going to the
University, enter the University or college, they have to show their identity cards. They asked us:
“|s this not our land ?; Is this not our State ? Is this not our college ? Every time when | walk into



my college, do | have to be humiliated to show my identity card?” That is why, Sir, we demand
that justice be given to the women and children of Kashmir and also to the people in the Valley.
Stop behaving like an occupying power. That is my demand, Sir.

SHRIMATI VIPLOVE THAKUR (Himachal Pradesh): Sir, | also associate myself with the
point made by the hon. Member.

SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | associate myself with the issue raised by the hon.
Member.

SHRI H.K. DUA (Nominated): Sir, | associate myself with the views expressed by the hon.
Member.
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