(i) Voluntary Retirement Scheme (VRS) across the board may not be required; BSNL could
examine option of VRS for select categories, examining financial burden and cost/benefit of

the company.

(iv) On adopting Managed capacity or managed services model - Internal Committee view that the

Board of BSNL may take a view is endorsed.

(v)  Unbundling of the local loop is a commercial decision, which shall be decided by BSNL Board

after critically examining the issue.

(vi) All other issues are operational and commercial issues of BSNL for which the Board is

competent to take decisions.

The Commission also observed that some of the aboye issues including items (i), (i) and
(v) could be revisited if the need arose in the context of any major policy decisions involving

restructuring and repositioning of BSNL.
Reduction in cultivable land
11759. SHRI SHIVANAND TIWARI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the cultivable land is decreasing due to expansion in urban limit
resulting in increasing inflation due to non-production of not only foodgrains but also vegetables and

fruits upto the required quantity; and
(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI ARUN YADAV): (a)
and (b) As per the available estimates, cultivable land has marginally decreased from 182.74 million
hectare in 2005-06 to 182.38 million hectare in 2008-09 across the country, which is mainly due to
diversion of agricultural land for non-agricultural purposes such as urbanization, roads, industries,
housing etc. During the same period, area under foodgrains has increased from 124.12 million
hectare to 124.22 million hectare and fruits and vegetables from 2.94 million hectare to 10.11 million
hectare. The production of foodgrains has also increased from 208.60 million tonnes to 234.47 million

tonnes in the corresponding years.
New Telecom Policy

1760. SHRI RAJEEY CHANDRASEKHAR:
SHRI SABIR ALI:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to

state:

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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