(b) whether any study has been conducted about the operational problems and commercial

considerations in introducing AC 1st class coaches in trains between Delhi and Visakhapatnam;
(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) if not, the reasons for not introducing AC st class coaches in the trains between Delhi

and Visakhapatnam ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI):
(a) to (d) Attachment of coaches including AC 1st Class coaches in trains is a continuous process
on Indian Railways and is done keeping in view the traffic pattern of different class of passengers,
operational feasibility, commercial viability and competing demands. Attachment of AC 1st Class
coaches in trains running between Delhi and Visakhapatnam has not been found operationally and

commercially feasible at present.
Construction of budget hotels in Punjab

1828. SHRI BALWINDER SINGH BHUNDER: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) the names of places in the State of Punjab where Railways has given land on lease to
the private parties for constructing budget hotels and for carrying out other activities, to be specified

and the conditions of the lease;
(b) whether Railways land for such purposes in the State is still available;
(c) if so, the names of places where it is available; and
(d) the time limit to complete the job?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI):
(2) to (d) Budget hotels are planned as a part of World Class Stations (WCS) and Multi-functional
Complexes (I\/IFCS) proposed to be set up on railway land at identified stations subject to their
commercial viability. Amritsar and Ludhiana have been identified for development as WGCS and
Anandpur Sahib, Bathinda Cantt, Ludhiana and Patiala stations have been identified for development
of MFCs in the State of Punjab. At present, no railway land has been leased to the private parties for

construction of budget hotels in the State of Punjab.
Kotipalli-Narsapur rail project

1829. SHRI NANDI YELLAIAH: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:
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(a) the details and status of the request of Andhra Pradesh Government for releasing Rs.
695.00 crores in phased manner for Kotipalli-Narsapur (57.21 kms) railway project, indicating year-

wise release of funds;

(b) the reasons for delay in releasing funds for this project which aims to improve
connectivity with Central Delta and reduce the distance between Kakinada (East Godavari district)

and Narsapur (West Godovari district); and

(C) the time schedule set for completion of this project and whether progress on it is not
behind the schedule ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI):
(a) The latest anticipated cost of the project is assessed as Rs. 1047.31 crore. Government of.
Andhra Pradesh has agreed to bear 25% of the cost of the project. During 2009-10 and 2010-11, Rs.
36.01 crore and Rs. 15 crore were allotted for this project. However, there has not been release of

matching amount from the State Government.

(o) and (c) Indian Railways has huge throw-forward of ongoing projects with limited
availability of resources. Since the State Government has not released any funds towards the project,
no time schedule could be fixed for completion of the project. Project is progressed as per availability

of resources.
Freight carrying capacity of trains
1830. SHRIMATI T. RATNA BAI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:
(a) the steps taken to increase the freight carrying capacity of trains;
(b) the strategy being planned by Railways to increase its revenue from freight; and
(c) the details of revenue eamed from freight services for the last three years ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI):

(a) The following steps have been taken to increase the freight carrying capacity of trains:

(i) Induction of open and covered wagons of new design which have better pay-to-tare

ratio and higher carrying capacity per rake.
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