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Effect of global warming on basmati rice

*223. SHRI RAMA GHANDRA KHUNTIA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to

state:
(a) the annual production of export quality basmati rice in the country;

(b) whether Government has taken note of an Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI)

study regarding the enormous effect the global warming could have on the fragrant basmati rice; and
(C) if so, the steps taken by Government to develop a new heat resistant basmati variety 7

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) to (c) A Statement is laid

on the Table of the House.
Statement

(a) The total production of Basmati Rice (Paddy) in the country during 2008, 2009 and 2010

was 6.23, 6.72 and 7.22 million tons respectively.
(b) Yes,Sir.

(c) Export of Basmati rice from India has almost doubled from 1.17 million tons in 2005-06 to
2.02 million tons in 2009-10. A substantial portion of these exports is made up of Pusa Basmati 1121,
Pusa Basmati | and Taraori Basmati which constitue over 70% of the total exports. Pusa Basmati 1
and Taraori Basmati are regularly tested as standard checks for their fragrance and grain length in the

All-India Coordinated trials, and there is no reported decline in quality of these varieties.

SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Mr. Chairman, Sir, what was the study report of the Indian
Agricultural Research Institute on the effect of global warming on Basmati rice? At what stage are the
trials of new varieties of Basmati rice presently? What would be the likely vield per hectare of new

varieties vis-a-vis the existing varieties ?

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Sir, the guestion was essentially asked about the production of
Basmati rice and about the impact of the report which was published in the Times of India on the rice

crop. Here the reply itself has explained in detail that in the last three years our production and our
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export are definitely improving. | have mentioned in the reply, "The total production of Basmati Rice
(Paddy) in the country during 2008, 2009 and 2010 was 6.23, 6.72 and 7.22 million tones
respectively.” This figure shows that there is no serious impact on the productivity and production.
Export is also on the high side. We are continuously working in the area of impact of climate change
on this particular crop. There was a report in the Times of India in which some information was given
by a junior scientist, which is a sensitive information and it has sent a bad signal. But we have studied
that Report in detail. Whatever information that has appeared in the media, that is sensitive
information. But there was no scientific background behind that. The study was a limited period and
a limited area study. The figures, which we collect and which are published in the media, are,
generally, two year figures. But that was only a one year figure. That is why the ICAR has not
accepted that Report. There are certain varieties which have been developed in our country. In fact,
our observation is that the varieties are quite promising; the research is progressing well; the aroma
is good; the texture is good; the productivity is also good, and it is also fetching a good price from
outside India. That is why there is a continuous observation in all these varieties, and the results are

positive.

SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: | would like to know whether the Government intends to
release new varieties of basmati rice to farmers for cultivation, and whether the Government has any

specific plan to develop basmati rice in Orissa.

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: As | said, research is a continuous process. We have released many
varieties. But you cannot release varieties in a day or two. One has to work on it; one has to observe;
one has to take trials. Then, ultimately, the Expert Committee takes a final decision whether to
approve it or not. After getting the approval from the Expert Committee, we do release it. As of
today, we have not seen any variety which is convenient for Orissa. There is a selected area where

you can get good quality of basmati, and Orissa does not come in that selected area.
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DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY': Sir, | would like to know from the hon. Minister as to what the
export policy is for rice, in general, and basmati, in particular. Also, | hear that there is agitation from
the rice growers that the Government keeps on changing the export policy for various qualities of

rice. | would like to know what the export policy as of today is and what it is planning for the future.

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: About the export policy, particularly, for basmati, there is no
restriction on export of basmati, The Government of India does encourage export of basmati. But for
non-basmati rice, there is a restrictive policy. In fact, recently, at the request from the Government of
Andhra Pradesh, from some farming communities of Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Kerala, we
have allowed certain varieties to be exported in limited quantity. But, in the case of non-basmati rice,
we do not enter into exports, and the reason is that we have to protect the interests of our domestic
popuation. We have to see that there is availability and affordability by every people. And, about this
particular policy, the Government's approach is just to encourage basmati rice for export purpose,
but not to encourage non-basmati. These policies are finalized under the aegis of the Ministry of

Commerce.

SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Sir, | would like to know from the hon. Minister whether the
Government has taken any steps to patent Basmati rice internationally; who the other claimants are;

what other products that we are claiming patent for are.

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Sir, there was a famous controversy.
Dr. Swaminathan is also here. In fact, there was a big battle on this particular issue. Ultimately, we

have succeeded to protect the interests of the Indian farmers.
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* 224 [The Questioner (Shri T K. Rangarajan) was absent.
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