The country -wise break up of FTAs for the year 2010 are not yet available.

(c) and (d) A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Sri Lanka on
Tourism Cooperation was signed on 23.1.2004. Recent meeting between the Minister for
Economic Development, Government of Sri Lanka and Minister for Tourism, Government of India
held in August, 2010, emphasized upon the need to strengthen the co-operation in tourism
sector.

The Ministry of Tourism participates in various exhibitions, fairs and other events in Sri
Lanka considering their tourism promotion potential and invites representatives from the travel
trade, etc. in the spirit of MolU.

(e) The number of FTAs, from Sri Lanka have increased from 128711in 2004 to 239995 in
2000 at a compounded annual growth rate (CAGR) of 13.27%.

Pre-metric scholarship

445. SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Will the Minister of TRIBAL AFFAIRS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government proposes to launch pre-metric scholarship scheme for poor ST
students;

(b) ifso, the details thereof;
(c) the reasons for delay in launching the scheme; and
(d) by when the scheme is likely to be implemented 7

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS (SHRI MAHADEY S.
KHANDELA): (a) to (d) The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is in process to launch the pre-matric
scholarship scheme for ST students from the year 2011-12.

Bringing Scheduled Tribes in the mainstream

T446. SHRI SHIWVANAND TIWARI: Wil the Minister of TRIBAL AFFAIRS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government is going to take fruitful measures for bringing Scheduled Tribes
to the main stream; and

(b) ifso, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor 7

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS (SHRI MAHADEY S.
KHANDELA): (a) and (b) Ministry of Tribal Affairs, being the nodal Ministry for the overall
welfare and development of Schedule Tribes, implements programmes on education, vocational
training, income generation and

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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