(a) whether any panel of Government on farm production has recommended
cheaper farm loans at 4 per cent and a minimum support price at 50 per cent over the
actual cost of cultivation for boosting farm productivity in the country; and

(by if so, the details of the recommendations made by this panel and Government’s
response thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI ARUN YADAV): (a) and (b) The Working Group on Agriculture Production has
recommended (Chairman: Chief Minister, Haryana) that credit should be made available
for agricultural loans at not more than 4% per annum rate of interest. This Working
Group has further recommended review of methodology adopted by Commission for
Agriculture Cost and Prices (CACP) and has, for this purpose, supported adoption of
National Commission on Farmers' report suggesting 50% higher price over the actual
cost of cultivation or use of Bureau of Industrial Costs and Prices (BICP) formula.

The recommendations of the Working Group are under examination and Core Group
of Chief Ministers, which constituted the Working Group, is still to consider the same.

Allocation of budget for agriculture sector

T471. SHRI SHIVANAND TIWARI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) the percentage of population dependent upon agriculture; and

(by the details of percentage of total budget allocated for agriculture sector by
Government?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI ARUN YADAYV): (a) As per Census 2001, the percentage of population employed
in agriculture was 58.2% out of a total worker population of 402.2 million in the country.

(by The share of the Agriculture Sector, comprising of Department of Agriculture
and Cooperation, Department of Amimal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries and
Department of Agricultural Research and Education in the total central plan outlay was
2.2% and 2.3% respectively in 2009-10 and 2010-11.

Production of rabi crops

T472. SHRI MOHAN SINGH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state:

(a) the quantity of probable decrease or increase in the production of rabi crops
this year in comparison to that of last year and how far this year will be successful in
getting rid of the crisis of foodgrains in the country;

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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