period including Pongal and other festivals keeping in view the pattern of traffic,
availability of resources and subject to operational feasibility. About 1530 special trains
were run and 7000 additional coaches were attached between April 2010-January 2011
on Southern Railway.

Participation of private firms in railways projects

598. SHRI NANDI YELLAIAH: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government had invited some private sector companies to participate
in 37 rail projects under Public-Private Partnership (PPP) for laying new lines, doubling
of old lines and gauge conversion;

(b) if so, whether none of the private company has shown anv interest in these
projects, particularly in those 19 projects which were for backward areas;

(¢) if so, the reasons therefor;

(d) the details in this regard, indicating proposed equity participation and
estimated return, etc.; and

(e) the measures proposed to make these project proposals more attractive?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI): (2) to (e) A lList of 37 projects which have the
potential for being considered on Private Participation basis, has been published on the
Indian Railway website in February, 2010 but there has not been any conducive response
so far.

However, R3i policy notified by the Railways for private partnership in rail
connectivity to ports/industrial clusters have evinced interest and three proposals in this
regard have been received.

Increase in frequency of Rajkot Express

599 SHRI NANDI YELLATAH: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government would take immediate action in increasing the frequency
from thrice a week to all the seven days of a week with regards to Train No. 17017
Rajkot Express from Secunderabad to Rajkot, in view of a very large section of
Marwarees and Gujarathees at Secunderabad are depending on this train to reach Rajkot;
while a large section of this population had to wait for several weeks for reservation; and

(by if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI): {a) and (b) At present, increase in f{requency of
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