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t[TKE MINISTER OF STATE m THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRIMATI LAKSHMI N. MENON): (a) Mr. 
Talbot was in Delhi from "the to 10th March, 
during the course of a visit to this area. 

(b) He called on the Minister of 
Home Affairs, the Minister of Fin 
ance, the Minister of Defence, the 
Minister without Portfolio, Minister 
of State in the Ministry of External 
Affairs. He also made a brief cour 
tesy call on the Prime Minister. Mr. 
Talbot was here on a fact finding four 
and this opportunity was utilised for 
informing him of   Government's vii^ws 
on Pakistan-China collusion, the influx of 
minorities from Pakistan and subjects of 
mutual interest. 

(c) Since Mr. Talbot did not put 
forward any proposal or suggest on, 
the question of Government's reac 
tion does not arise.] 

ABDUCTION OF GIRLS OF MINORITY 
COMMUNITIES IN EAST PAKISTAN 

*8. SHRI DAHYABHAI V. PATEL: Will 
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state 
whether Government have made enquiries 
into the reports of abduction or conversion of 
a large number of girls and women of mino- 

+ [ ] English  translation. 

rity communities separated from their 
families either as a result of abduction or 
prevention from crossing over at the border 
with their refugee parents coming into India 
from East Pakistan and their being sold to 
different Arab countries; if so, what is the 
number of such girls? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRIMATI LAKSHMI N. MENON) : The reply to 
this question is in two parts. Firstly, the 
Government is aware of abducation, 
conversion, etc., of girls and women of the 
minority community in East Pakistan. This 
matter forms an important part of the dis-
cussions between the Home Ministers of India 
and Pakistan. 

Secondly, as regards the report of such 
girls being sent to the Arab countries for sale, 
enquiries have been made by our Deputy 
High Commissioner in Dacca who has stated 
that there is no truth in it. 

DISCUSSION     ON     INDO-PAKISTAN 
RELATIONS WITH PRESIDENT OF IRAQ 

*9. SHRI BABUBHAI M. CHINAI: Will 
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Indo-
Pakistan relations were discusse<j with the 
President of Iraq during his visit to India 
recently; and 

(b) whether the attention of the President 
of Iraq was drawn particularly to the 
treatment of minorities in East Pakistan? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI 
DINESH SINGH): (a) and 0>) Yes. Sir, Indo-
Pakistan relations along with other matters of 
mutual interest were discussed with President 
of Iraq during his visit to India last month. A 
joint communique issued at the end of his 
State visit is placed on the Table of the House. 


