73 Written Answers

listening sets to the State Governments for use
in rural areas.
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t [POWERS OP MINISTER OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING TO EMPLOY STAFF
ARTISTES

*21. SHr1 P. L. KUREEL URF
TALIB: Will the Minister of INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether he is empowered to em
ploy staff artistes in the All India
Kadio on contract basis upto a month
ly salary of Rs. 1500; and

(b) if so, since when he has been
given this power?]
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[ RAJYA SABHA ]

to Questions 74

T[THE MINISTER ofF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI SATYA NARAYAN
SINHA); (a) and (b) Staff artistes are paid
monthly "fee", an item of contingent
expenditure, for incurring of which various
Ministries have got full powers.

Information and Broadcasting Ministry has,
therefore, been empowered to engage staff
artists on any monthly fee ever since the
institution of staff artistes came into vogue
with the establishment of the A.L.R.]

A.l.R, BROADCASTS ABOUT CASUALTIES IN
EAST PAKISTAN

«22. DiwaAN CHAMAN LALL: Will the
Minister of INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that All India
Radio has been giving the numbers of
casualties among the minority communities in
East Pakistan in the course of its news
bulletins; and

(b) if so, whether these numbers have
been checked with official information from
the Indian High Commission in Pakistan?

THE MINISTER oF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS (SHRI SATYA NARAYAN SINHA): (a)
Yes, Madam, All India Radio has occasionally
given information about casualties in the riots
in Khulna, Jesore and Dacca, on the basis of
news agency messages, particularly of the
Press Trust of India.

(b) No, Sir.

DELIVERY OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT
UNDER NASSAU AGREEMENT

*23. SHRI N. SRI RAMA REDDY: Will
the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Governments of United
States of America and United Kingdom have
completed delivery of military equipment in
accordance with the Nassau Agreement; and



