1369. Passing away of

RAJYA SABHA

Friday, the 1st March, 1963/the
Phalguna, 1B84 (Saka)

10th

The House met at eleven of the clock, MR.
CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

REFERENCE TO THE PASSING
AWAY OF DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD

THE LEADER ofF THE HOUSE (HAFIZ
MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM); Mr. Chairman, Sir, at
this time 1 am on my legs to perform a very
painful duty as a Member of this House. We
all know that our revered leader, Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, expired yesterday after a brief illness.
About him much can be said, but this is hot
the occasion to go into any long stories and,
therefore, very briefly I shall say a few words
about him.

At the outset | should say that he was a
lawyer, and a very successful lawyer at that.
But he preferred to seek a career for him in the
Congress to serve the country in connection
with the achievement of independence for it.
So, he joined the Congress. In the Congress he
worked for years and years as a Member of
the Working Committee and enjoyed the
confidence not otnly of Mahatma Gandhi or
his colleagues in the Working Committee but
of the whole country. He had love for his
country and on account of that love he had
joined the Congress and he wanted that he
should take part in the deliverance of the
country from the bondage of the British
people who were ruling here at that time.
After joining the Congress he went so many
times to jail and he was kept in detention also.
He underwent all those sufferings which he
had to undergo in the conditions in which he
was placed in that connection.

Sir, as far as he himself is concerned, | can
say that, apart from being a very successful
lawyer, he was a very learned man. | used to
go to him, rather | had the honour of going to
him, not only when he was the Presi-

[1 MAR. 1863 ]

1370

dent here but before also and | had the
occasion of so many talks with him on the
subject of Persian literature. | had learnt from
him very much about the Persian language and
the Persian poets of Iran as also the Urdu poets
of India in those times. He loved Persian very
much. He was well-versed in it and in fact he
remembered so many verses and poems of
those poets. He was a learned man, a beloved
leader ol the country and a servant of the
country. On account of these qualities he was
raised to the status of the Presidentship of our
country. He worked as the President of India
for so many years. After working as the
President of India so ably, Sir, he retired and
since then he was engaging his attention on
writing something, which probably he might
have completed. But about that | do not know.
He went to foreign countries also and made his
name there and also made the people of other
countries understand what India was and how
many learned people were there and also what
pride India could take in that respect. Well, 1
need not take any more time of the House to
say something in this connection.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad

With these few words, Sir, | request that
you may convey the condolences of this
House to th, members of family of the
departed soul.
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SHRI DAHYABHAI V. PATEL (Gujarat);
Mr. Chairman, this morning brought the sad
news of the demise of a person beloved in the
whole country. Ag the previous speaker has
said, Dr. Rajendra Prasad combined in him
many many rare qualities—his deep learning
combined with his utter humility, his sense of
understanding and yet his attitude of trying to
accommodate people and of rising up to a
situation, and ;0 on. He could have made a.
very successful career financially as many
people do in normal life, but he chose the
career of sacrifice and service when Mahatma
Gandhi came to this country and gave the call
to the people. That can be only compared to
what happened at the time of Jesus Christ
when he came forward and said: "Follow me,
I will make you fishers of men." Rajendra
Babu was one of the earliest to follow
Gandhiji who made them fishers of men and
who paved the way for the independence of
this country.

Sir, it is difficult to express oneself fully
particularly for those who have been very
close to him not only in the political sphere
but also for those who have been sort of
members of his
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family. | associate myself with the feelings
expressed by the two previous speakers, and |
join in the request to youj> Sir, that the
feelings of this « House may be conveyed to
the members of the bereaved family.
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SHRI P. K. KUMARAN (Andhra Pradesh);
Sir, we ar, deeply grieved at the sudden and
shocking news that reached us early this
morning. Dr. Rajendra Prasad was one of the|
tallest leaders of the Indian National
Movement. His illustrious role in the freedom
struggle of the country constitutes a glorious
chapter in itself and will shine for ever in the
memory of millionsi of the country. The gap|
which he leaves in the fabric of our national
life is not easy to fill. Yet there can be nog
greater homage to him than to pledge
ourselves anew to help the country steer clear
of the difficulties that confront us now. We
join the Leader of this House and the country
in recording our deep sorrow at the demise of
one of the greatest sons of our Motherland.

Passing away of

On behalf of the Communist Group |
request you, Sir, to convey our condolences
to the bereaved family.

SHRI B. K. GAIKWAD (Mabharashtra) : Mr.
Chairman, on behalf of the Republican Party
of India, Sir, | whole-heartedly associate
myself with the resolution moved by my
friend, Haflz Mohammad Ibrahim, the Leader
of the Rajya Sabha. Dr. Rajendra Prasad had a
very brilliant career all his life. He was one of
the Ministers in the first Cabinet and since
then was devot'ng all his time for the uplift of
the country. He was the President of the
Constituent Assembly. From 1950 to 1962 he
was the President of India.

Sir, for independence he had devoted all his
life. I had contact with him when he was
invited to Aurangabad to lay the foundation
stone of the Miland Mahavidyalaya which was
run by our Rev. leader Baba Saheb Ambedkar,
and through him also we got the information
that he was really a sincere, honest and
reliable leader in the Congress. | whole-
heartedly associate myself with the resolution,
Sir.

SHRI A. D. MANI (Madhya Pradesh) :
Sir, may | have the melancholy
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" privilege of associating myself with the feeling
tributes that have been paid by the previous
speakers to the great memory of Dr. Rajendra
Prasad and the sense of grief which they have
expressed at the loss which the nation has
sustained? Dr. Rajendra Prasad was a very
extraordinary person in many ways, and it is a
tribute to his career that his complete
identification with the purpose and the mission
of Gandhiji made Gandhiji regard him as his
foremost disciple. In his lifetime, if he had so
chosen, he would have made full use of his
very impressive educational and scholastic
attainments for building up wealth on his own
and for becoming one of the foremost lawyers
in the country. But he did not do so. He
sacrificed his wealth, his present and his future
by throwing himself into the relentless struggle
that Gandhiji had launched against British
imperialism at the time for Indian
independence. It is a remarkable feature of his
character that in spite of his having been in-
volved in the revolutionary struggle, he did not
allow any trace of bitterness or hate to cloud
his outlook. It has been said that the conquest
of hate and the creation of love are the last and
final steps to sainthood, and | think the House
will agree when | say that Dr. Rajendra Prasad
in his lifetime had reached sainthood in the
way in which he conducted himself. He was a
man of God and of religion who had strayed
into the by-ways of . politics.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad

Sir, Dr. Rajendra Prasad was Chairman of
our Constituent Assembly, and it was on
account of his healing words that there was a
substantial measure of unanimity over the
Consitution that the Constituent Assembly
had framed and which enabled the people of
India to give unto themselves the democratic
Constitution under which we live.

W, had the privilege of seeing him at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan for a period of ten years
as our President. When
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the history of these times comes to be written,
then alone will the public know the influence
that he brought to bear on the affair; of
administration. It has been said by Walter
Bs.gehot that the role of the British Monarchy
is "to guide, counsel and warn," and | think
that as the titular head of our Republic, he
discharged his functions which Walte
Bagehot had assigned to the British
Monarchy.

Passing away of

One of the last heroic figures who had been
cast in the sacrificial mould of Gandhiji has
gon, away from the scene leaving us
extremely poor, but reminding us of our
tremendous responsibilities in carrying on the
Gan-dhian tradition which is the framework
of our present and of our future.

Sir, may | express, on behalf of the
unattached Members of this House, our
sincere grief to the nation which has been his
family and also to the members of his
personal family on the great loss that they
have sustained? Their loss is ours; their grief
is ours, and all that | can say is that since he
was a man of God and a man of religion, may
God give bis soul solace and peace that he
fully earned.

SHRI JAIRAMDAS DAULATRAM
(Nominated): Sir, | endorse all that has been
said by the Leader of the House and the
subsequent speakers on behalf of the various
groups in this House. Today is not an occasion
when it would be appronriate to speak at any
length about the great main who has passed
away. | speak primarily because | had the
good fortune to know him now for over forty
years and | had the greater good fortune to
have been associated with him at closer
quarters in the Working Committee of the
Indian National Congress for twenty years.
Many great men are great when you see them
at a distance, some great men continue to be
great when you see them in their closest in-
timacy. Greatness is. not reflected only in their
dealings with great things; it is when they deal
with small matters and function in the
intimacies of personal life and personal
contacts that
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we come to realise the greatness of the man.
And | consider that we have lost one of our
greatest men. | do not know if there are
politicians in  the world who have risen to his
height of mora] stature. And he gave grace
and dignity as well as a certain special
virtue to the office he held, whether it was
during the period of struggle or during the
period of power. He typified humility and
gentleness, he represented many of the virtueg
which distinguish Indian culture. And he
leaves behind him the fragrance of a lite
worthily lived in every sense of the word, th,
memory of a life of great sacrifice and great
unselfishness and an example which in every
way needs to be followed by the coming gene-
ration of this country.
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Dr. Rajendra Prasad
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ProF. A. B. WADIA (Nominated) : Mr.
Chairman, Sir, we are meeting today under a
great shadow to mourn the death of one of the
greatest and noblest of our countrymen. Rajen
Babu, as he was lovingly known to millions of
his countrymen, was intrinsically great, and
yet, he was very humble in his behaviour. But
his very humility conquered our heart and his
grateful countrymen raised him to the highest
position in the State. Rajen Babu was a perfect
gentleman, a great patriot, a great Indian, a
great Gan-dhian and a genuine man of God.
He has left behind him a great memory and a

great inspiration to all of us. May his soul rest
in peace.
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RaikuMARI AMRIT KAUR (Punjab): Mr.
Chairman, we do meet this morning under the
shadow of a very great sorrow that has come
on the nation. | am privileged to be permitted
to join with the Leader of the House and all
the other Members who have spoken this
morning in paying my tribute also to the
memory of a unique and rare personality. As
one who was closely associated with Bapu |
had the privilege of coming into close contact
with all the leaders that were part and parcel
of Bapu's life and whom he loved and trusted,
and | know what a very high place our
beloved and revered Rajen Babu held in
Bapu's heart. Bapu once told me that if any-
one had understood the cult, if | may use that
phrase, of non-violence from the heart, it was
Rajen Babu, and | believe that that
appraisement of him by Bapu is enough to
assure him a place in our hearts for ever.
Rajen Babu was a man of faith, dedicated to
selfless service and he has entered into that
rest, as the poet has put it, that remaineth for
the people of God, and all is. well with him,
but his departure leaves a gap in public life
which can never be filled. The only way and
th

best way to honour him and
the fragrant and inspiring memory that he has
left is to try in our own lives to follow his
wonderful example.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: It is with the most
profound feelings of sorrow that | associate
myself with the sentiments expressed by all
sections of this House on the passing away of
Dr. Rajendra Prasad. It may be said of him
more truly than of anyone else that he was a
perfect gentleman, the embodiment of the best
in Indian life, a symbol of the good Indian.
His services to the nation have already
become a saga in the history of the
emancipation of our country. There are many
people in this country who worked and
suffered in the cause of our freedom struggle.
Raj en Babu belonged to the foremost among
them. His extreme simplicity, great humility
and complete lack of ostentation marked him
out as a man of the people, the people he
struggled to secure freedom for, and guided in
shaping a worthy life in the newly woin
freedom. He attained positions of high honour
and eminence without ever seeking them.
When the country attained independence,
there was no doubt that he was already
earmarked for a position of importance itn the
affairs of its administration. When the
Constituent Assembly was set up in 1946 to
frame independent India's Constitution he was
the obvious and unanimous choice to be it
President to guide its deliberations. On the oc-
casion of his election to this office, in his
speech thanking the members for the honour
they had conferred cm him, he referred to the
difficult circumstances in which the Assembly
was meeting and said how he would over-
come them in the following memorable
words:

"All that we need is honesty of purpose,
firmness of determination, a desire to
understand each other's
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viewpoint, that we shall do justice, that we
shall behave as fairly, as squarely as
possible towards everyone else, and with
that determination, with that resolve, |
cannot see why we should not be able to
overcome the obstacles in our way."

Dr. Rajendra Prasad

These sentiments, as we all know, were an
expression of his own conduct throughout and
he lived up to them. As the first President of
India for two continuous terms he adorned
this place of highest honour and authority
with rare distinction. He set the standards for
correct constitutional behaviour. He was a
true Satyagrahi brought up fci the traditions
of the silence for two minutes as a mark of
respect to his memory.

The nation mourns the loss of a great
leader, a great patriot and a noble soul, and
we in this House mourn with the people. |
request Members to rise in their seats and
observe silence for two minutes as a mark of
respect to his memory.

(Hon. Members then stood in silence for
two minutes).

I shall ask the Secretary to convey to the
members of the family of Dr. Rajendra
Prasad our deep sense of sorrow and
profound sympathy.

The House stands adjourned till 11 A.m.
tomorrow, March 2, 1963.

The House then adjourned at
thirty-eight minutes past eleven of
the clock till eleven of the clock on
Saturday, March 2. 1&63.
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