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RAJYA SABHA

Friday, the 1st March, 1963 /the 10th
Phalguna, 1884 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the
clock, MR, CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

REFERENCE TO THE PASSING
AWAY OF DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD

Tue LEADER or tHe HOUSE (Hariz
MoraMMAD IBRAHIM); Mr, Chairman,
Sir, at this time I am on my legs to
perform a very painful duty as a
Member of this House. We all know
that our revered leader, Dr, HKajendra
Prasad, expired yesterday after a brief
illness. About him much can be said,
but this is not the occasion to go into
any long stories and, therefore, very
briefly I shall say a few words about
him,

At the outset I should say that he
was & lawyer, and a very successful
lawyer at that. But he preferred to
seek a career for him in the Congress
to serve the country in connection with
the achievement of independence for
it. So, he joined the Congress. In the
Congress he worked for years and
years as a Member of the Working
Committee and enjoyed the confidence
not only of Mahatma Gandhi or his
colleagues in the Working Commitiee
but of the whole country. He had love
for his country and on account of that
love he had joined the Congress and
he wanted that he should take part
in the deliverance of the country from
the bondage of the British people
who were ruling here at that time.
After joining the Congress he went
80 many times to jail and he was kept
in detention also. He underwent all
those sufferings which he had to
undergo in the conditions in which he
wag placed in that connection,

Sir, ag far as he himself is coucern-
ed, I can say that, apart from being a
very successful lawyer, he was a very
learned man. I used to go to aim,
rather I had the honour of going to

him, not only when he was the Pr“esi-

dent here but before also and I had
the occasion of so many talks with
him on the subject of Persian litera-
ture, I had learnt from him very much
about the Persian language and the
Persian poetg of Iran as also the Urdu
poets of India in those times. He
loved Persian very much. He was
well-versed in it and in fact he re-
membered so many verses and poems
of those poets. He was a learned man,
a beloved leader of the country and
a servant of the country., On account
of these qualities he wag raised to the
status of the Presidentship of our
country. He worked as the President
of India; for so many years. After
workitig as the President of India so
ably, Sir, he retired and since then
he was engaging his attention on
writing something, which probably he
might have completed. But about that
I do not know. He went to foreign
countries also and made his name
there and also made the people of
other countries understand what India
was and how many learned people
were there and also what pride India
could take in that respect. Well, I
need not take any more time of the
House to say something in this con-
nection.

With these few words, Sir, I request
that you may convey the condolences
of this House to the members of family
of the departed soul.

st warrmew Tay (faem) W@
aamfy agiea widr A A q F a1
fafeaa =7 § & 75 @%ai g I sigr aF
& A Tr g @ B LAAT ST HATT FEA
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TR F Az it exfarea fgor a1 wa
afeqea w1 afg=ndr, st s aren
9T A Ao § AFT qToq ;AT FH
AR 47 FA1E § i wiasr & wm et
Y o = F oy oo A
_ TR HTANT |

g AW AR I §F Agf & A
3 WA & g W W9 |t he
faafaa & fF o7% @ ¥ 1% & fame
FT FAT WY A7 TFf § | 37 TE F
I3 T AR GIT F ATST GriwsT
qeE § Fgr § v9¥ § qoiq: A g,
I8 gy 3 §— w1 & 7g fraww
FAT ATEa § o gw awil Ay ag wifw,
g AR Y FHATEET 9% 9fErT
F QT & TgAT I FT FL FX |

Surt DAHYABHAI V., PATEL
(Gujarat): Mr, Chairman, this morn-
ing brought the sad news of the de-
mise of a person beloved in the whole
country. Ag the previoug gpeaker has
said, Dr. Rajendra Prasad combined
in him many many rare qualities—his
deep learning combined with his utter
humility, his sense of understanding
and yet his attitude of trying to ac-
commodate people and of rising up to
a situation, and go on. He could have
made a very successfu] career finam-
cially as many people do in normal
life, but he chose the career of sacri-
fice and service when Mahatma Gandhi
came to this country and gave the
call to the people. That can be only
compared to what happened at the
time of Jesus Christ when he came
forward and said: “Follow me, 1 will
make you fishers of men.” Rajendra
Babu was one of the earliest to follow
Gandhiji who made them fishers of
" men and who paved the way for the
independence of this country,

Sir, it is difficult to express oneself
fully particularly for those who hawe
been very close to him not only in
the political sphere but also for those
who have been sort of members of IPS
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family. I associate myself with the
feelings expressed by the two previous
speakers, and I join in the request to
you, Sir, that the feelings of this

- House may be conveyed to the meme

bers of the bereaved family,

=t Qo &to aATSAET (ITT FRA) :
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T o1 9y el wfy # gy ¥
g 43 Z | 0’ W ¥ W IF AT TG
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FT ATATELOT & AT | AT IFF AT T8

Ffag |

T ¥ 9% faegear w1 omTew
I SfiaT & gaT Siad & | g9
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A & ey e woe fredt
gt faamft 3 8

qTARAT § gW wraar #% % 498
g ¥ TUNT FT TG A A AT
2 O I9F w@uAl F AT FY &l
FOY F7 amed ¥ foay gv 9% |
F IHOAE IR |
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Surz P. K., KUMARAN (Andhra
Pradesh): Sir, we are deeply grieved
at the sudden and shocking news that
reached us early this morning. Dr.
Rajendra Prasad was one of the tal-
lest leaders of the Indian National
Movement. His illustrious role in the
freedom struggle of the country cons-
titutes a glorious chapter in itself and
will shine for ever in the memory of
millions of the country. The gap
which he leaves in the fabric of our
national life is not easy to fill. Yet
there can be no greater homage to
him than to pledge ourselves anew to
help the country steer clear of the
difficulties that confront us now, We
join the Leader of this House and
the country in recording our deep sor-
row at the demise of one of the great-
est sons of our Motherland.

On behalf of the Communist Group
I request you, Sir, to convey our con-
dolences to the bereaved family.

Sert B. K. GAIKWAD (Mgha-
rashtra): Mr. Chairman, on behalf of
the Republican Party of India, Sir, I
whole-heartedly associate myself with
the resolution moved by my friend,
Haflz Mohammad Ibrahim, the Leader
of the Rajya Sabha, Dr, Rajendra
Prasad had a very brilhant career all
hig life. He was one of the Ministers
in the first Cabinet and since then
was devot'ng all his time for the up-
lift of the country. He was the Presi-
dent of the Constituent Assembly.
From 1950 to 1962 he was the Presi-
dent of India.

Sir, for independence he had devot-
ed al] his life. I had contact with him
when he was invited to Aurangabad
to lay the foundation stone of the
Miland Mahavidyalaya which was run
by our Rev, leader Baba Ssheb
Ambedkar, and through him also we
got the information that he wag really
a sincere, honest and reliable leader
in the Congress. 1 whole-heartedly
assoclate myself with the resolution,
Sir.

Smrt A, D, MANI (Madhya Pra-
desh): Sir, may I have the melancholy
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privilege of associating myself with
the feeling tributes that have been
paid by the previous speakers to the
great memory of Dr. Rajendra Prasad
and the sense of grief which they have
expressed at the loss which the nation
hag sustained? Dr. Rajendra Prasad
was a very extraordinary person in
many ways, and it is a tribute to his
career that his complete identification
with the purpose and the mission of
Gandhiji made Gandhiji regard him as
his foremost disciple, In hig lifetime,
if he had so chosen, he would have
made ful]l use of his very impressive
educational and scholastic attainments
for building up wealth on his own and
for becoming one of the foremost
lawyers in the country. But he did
not do so. He sacrificed his wealth,
his present and his future by throw-
ing himself into the relentless strug-
gle that Gandhiji had launched
against British imperialism at the time
for Indian independence. It is a8 Te-
markable feature of his character
that in spite of his having been in-
volved in the revolutionary struggle,
he did not allow any trace of bitter-
ness or hate to cloud his outlook. It
has been said that the conquest of
hate and the creation of love are the
last and final steps to sainthood, and
I think the House will agree when 1
say that Dr, Rajendra Prasad in his
lifetime had reached sainthood in the
way in which he conducted himself.
He was a man of God and of religion
who had strayed into the by-ways of
politics,

Dr. Rajendra Prasad

Sir, Dr. Rajendra Prasad wag Chair-
man of our Constituent Assembly, and
it was on account of his healing words
that there was a substantial measure
of unanimity over the Consitution that
the Constituent Assembly had fram-
ed and which enabled the people of
India to give unto themselves the de-
mocratic Constitution under which we
live.

We had the privilege of seeing him
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan for a period
of ten years as our President. When
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the history of these times comes to be
written, then alone will the public
know the influence that he brought to
bear on the affairs of administration.
It has been said by Walter Bagehot
that the role of the British Monarchy
is “to guide, counse] ang warn,” and
I think that as the titular head of our
Republic, he discharged his functions
which Walter Bagehot had assigned to
the British Monarchy.

One of the last heroic figures who
had been cast in the sacrificial mould
of Gandhiji has gone away from the
scene leaving us extremely poor, but
reminding us of our tremendous res-
ponsibilities in carrying on the Gap-
dhian tradition which is the frame-
work of our present and of our future.

Sir, may I express, on behalf of
the unattached Members of this House,
our sincere grief to the mation which
has been his family and also to the
members of his personal family on
the great losg that they hawve sustain-
ed? Their loss is ours; their grief is
ours, and all that I can say is that
since he was a man of God and a man
of religion may Ged give his soul
solace and peace that he fully eamed.

Surt JATRAMDAS DAULATRAM
(Nominated): Sir, I endorse all fhat
has been said by the Leader of the
House and the subsequent speakers on
behalf of the vari~us groups in this
House. Today is not an occasion when
it would be appronriate to speak at
any length about the great man who
has passed away. 1 speak primarily
because I had the good fortune to
know him now for over forty year$
and I had the greater good fortune to
have been associated with him at clos-
er quarters in the Working Commit-
tee of the Indian National Congress
for twenty years. Manv great men are
great when you see them at a distance,
some great men continue to be great
when you see them in their closest in-
timacy. Greatness is. not reflected only
in their dealings with great things; it
is when they deal with small matters
and function in the intimacies of per-
sonal life and personal contacts that
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we come to realise the greatness of
the man. And I consider that we have
lost one of our greatest men, I do not
know if there are politiciang in the
world who have risen to his height of
moral stature. And he gave grace and
dignity as well as a certain special
virtue to the office he held, whether it
was during the period of struggle or
during the period of power. He typi-
fied humility and gentleness, he repre-
sented many of the virtueg which dis-
tinguish Indian culture, And he leaves
behind him the fragrance of a life
worthily lived in every sense of the
word, the memory of a life of great
sacrifice and great unselfishness and
an example which in every way needs
to be followed by the coming gene-
ration of thig country.

FIETEEE T AR (Ar-fadfe )
T AT F AT OF F g 0 TR E
wraTfa 3 | AFT TSR a9 T T
AR A FT g TS GH0T & a7 § |
e a1 foea fagm @ 9q & wamar
g9 987 4 | IAST AT IR T FY
AT g% & g7 ar 9 5w -
T TR, AraTeHE oEal & oy 8w
FAT FI @ §, T ATAHAF TFAT FY
g Ty afvqer afg 4 | qf% I qE
AT EATL AT =TT F FTRO SATRT
T IAF 99 F9 § g0 Og T/a 2 |
TCEHTNT T § R AT § 0 gH
{3 mfer & wfos wag &7 v et
off & arg ToivE T ¥ & AT § AR I
aeft St 7 fegEaeEl g @WT &Y
AT AT qT I Fgl : TAFT AT
T AT AR TG ET AL IS & |
g I F, g AT F, T 99 F A0 &
79 # 3% Wi A g A7 o9 § fege,
& e FAY SIar 9T KX wuyA weeafa &
arR ¥ wgy #7717 foerar a1 qa § Fgar
a7 {% g% 39 @ *1 7T & {F T
ey gaw § gan fagm, qoEifa
FAA, FERTC GIH HIqT F0IA G g4
A e ae § devedd wam
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[Frraga wimwa] FIF T HI I T AR TG FT qEU
FT gH q97 TRA & f g g (@ wee- frerr sfww gubaew 57 dFewma §

ofy wo § @y gh W raw Ay a@
Y & WX 79 AW F 919 uw €7 &)
ST € 1 4 39 a9 ¥ #fys Ugyig @
sl & ar 9 g wfa & w7 § A
qUEAT § | AR W Fy gepla, qR U
FT WG, R TG F TEAIFIET ITH
L THAT gE off wix g F71 vl
F4 ETU TAGT J(TT E1ar a7 | 9% W
F @AW o 3@T fF F ww A gesl
¥F IT9 ¥ IqW qlw § | 9AF o &
TR faT 9T 98 aga €= =y v g w
IEM T a5 WL T GE=d W
{5 Tars a9 gu faaga a9 7 @ |
JHT HTE FLH T IAT TOFT 78y 3
4% gad v (Sadr gqrear & 9ad
g G HF AT IAFT AR FA HY
FIT FT |
Pror. A. R, WADIA (Nominated):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, we are meeting
today under a great shadow to mourn
the death of one of the greatest and
noblest of our countrymen. Rajen
Babu, as he was lovingly known to
millions of his countrymen, was in-
trinsically great, and yet, he was very
humble in his behaviour. But his very
humility conquered our heart and his
grateful countrymen raised him to the
highest position in the State. Rajen
Babu was a perfect gentleman, a great
patriot, a great Indian, a great Gan-
dhian and a genuine man of God, He
has left behind him a great memory

and a great inspiration to all of wus.
May his soul rest in peace.

=t M Ayl (sA% 3w) o
wrafy agRa, «fr aSs a9 fegeam
F 97 wgw fymal ¥ ¥ 4 foma
am gfagE ¥ e @ § R Iy
¥ e wsgafa 4 A IR s
foreatt fore et & oy 9udr v o
A A GIF AAT G | gH W
7 4 f5 @ g% w1 & g oA

TF AT dF gAY WY I g
¥ eT §) AT ) FN IAHT 0T HIT JART
formealy g0 aF ot & ford o gk @Y
o war & far W e Aeaw @
gay eford srear g ey fgrgear
FT FTHNT FY TAGT g FAAT & foy sy
g &1 UF WG, AFAT T |

Rasgumart AMRIT KAUR (Pun-
jab): Mr. Chairman, we do meet this
morning under the shadow of a very
great sorrow that has come on the na-
tion. I am privileged to be permitted
to join with the Leader of the House
angd all the other Members who have
spoken this morning in paying my
tribute also to the memory of a unique
and rare personality. As one who was
closely associated with Bapu I had the
privilege of coming into close contact
with all the leaders that were part
and parcel of Bapu's life and whom
he loved and trusted, and I know what
a very high place our beloved and re-
vered Rajen Babu held in Bapu's
heart. Bapu once told me that if any-
one had understood the cult, if T may
use that phrase, of non-violence from
the heart, it was Rajen Babu, and I be-
lieve that that appraisement of him
by Bapu is emough to assure him ,a
place in our hearts for ever. Rajen
Babu was a man of faith dedicated to
selfless service and he has entered
into that rest, as the poet has put it,
that remaineth for the people of God,
and all is well with him, but his de-
parture leaves a gap in public life
which can never be filled. 'The only
way and the best way to honour him
and the fragrant and inspiring memory
that he has left is to try in our own
lives to follow hig wonderful example.

st Afaeiaror wea (ame-fdfarer )
ezt qfa &Y a8 v
78 TE 95T TXF & |
T G TFAT § F@ATH
I ST FT A4’

-
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Mr. CHAIRMAN: It is with the
most profound feelings of sorrow that
I associate myself with the sentiments
expressed by all sections of this House
on the passing away of Dr. Rajendra
Prasad. It may be said of him more
truly than of anyone else that he was
a perfect gentleman, the embodiment
of the best in Indian life, a symhbol of
the good Indian. His services to the
nation have already become a saga in
the history of the emancipation of our
country., There are many people in
this country who worked and suffered
in the cause of our freedom struggle.
Rajen Babu belonged to the foremost
among them. His extreme simplicity,
great humility and complete lack of
ostentation marked him out gs a man
of the people, the people he struggled
to secure freedom for, and guided in
shaping a worthy life in the newly
woin freedom. He attained positions
of high honour and eminence without
ever seeking them. When the coun-
try attained independence, there was
no doubt that he was already earmar-
ked for a position of importance in
the affairs of its gdministration. When
the Constituent Assembly was set up
in 1946 to frame independent India’s
Constitution, he was the obvious and
unanimous choice to be its President
to guide its deliberations. On the oc-
casion of hig election to this office, in
his speech thanking the members for
the honour they had conferred on him,
he referred to the difficult circum-
stances in which the Assembly was
meeting and said how he would over-
come them in the following memor-
able words:

“All that we need is honesty of

purpose, firmness of delermination,
a desire to understand each otlrwer’a
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viewpoint, that we shall do justice,
that we shall behave as fairly, as
squarely as possible towards every-
one else, and with that delermina-
tion, with that resolve, I cannot see
why we should not be able to over-
come the obstacles in our way.”

These sentiments, as we all know,
were an expression of his own con-
duct throughout and he lived up to
them. Ag the first President of India
for two continuous terms he adorned
thig place of highest honour and autho-
rity with rare distinction. He set the
standards for correct constitutional
behaviour. He was a true Satyagrahi
brought up in the traditions of the
silence for two minutes as a mark of
respect to his memory.

The nation mourns the loss of a
great leader, a great patriot and a
noble soul, and we in this House mourn
with the people. I request Members
to rise in their seats and observe
silence for two minutes as a mark of
respect to his memory,

(Hon. Members then stood in silence
for two minutes).

I shall ask the Secretary to convey
to the members of the family of Dr.
Rajendra Prasad our deep sense of
sorrow and profound sympathy.

The House stands adjourned till 11
a.M. tomorrow, March 2, 1963.

The House then adjourned
at thirty-eight minutes past
eleven of the clock till eleven
of the clock on Saturday,
March 2, 1963.
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