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SHRI N. SRI RAMA REDDY: How 
are these grasses superior to the 
local ones? What is the per acre 
yield? 

SHRI RAM SUBHAG SINGH: I 
was just telling the House in Hindi 
that usual Napier grass fodder yield 
per acre is about 1 lakh pounds a 
year, bajra yield per acre is about 
10 thousand pounds and jowar 
yield per acre is 25 thousand 
pounds. But this Pusa Giant Nap;er 
has given a yield per acre of 2.25 
lakh pounds and the Anjan grass 
which has been evolved at Pusa has 
given an annual yield of 52 
thousand pounds per acre. The 
usual Anjan grass has given a yield 
of 27 thousand pounds per acre. 
There is not much difference in the 
cultural practices of these two 
grasses and they can exist for five 
years, though of course for two 
years they give a very good yield. 
They do not require much water. If 
you irrigate them, they will give a 
better yield. We can have six 
cuttings annually from Pusa Giant 
Napier grass and eight cuttings 
from Pusa Giant Anjan grass. 

SHRI N. M. LINGAM: I would like 
to know if any organised attempt is 
being made by the Ministry to 
popularise the use of this grass and 
to raise this grass in sufficient 
quantities in villages, in view of 
the scarcity of fodder, through 
Blocks and Pancha-yats, so that the 
present scarcity can be relieved. 

SHRI RAM SUBHAG SINGH: 
Whatever seeds and plants are 
available, Sir, we shall have them 
introduced, as far as possible, 
through the Extension Services and 
also through the Research 
Institutes which exist in different 
parts of the country, as I 
mentioned  about Bangalore. 

SHRI SONUSING DHANSING 
PATIL:     Can this    grass    be     
used 

throughout the length and breadth of the 
country> depending upon the various  
climates,   and     recommended 
safely? 

SHRI RAM SUBHAG SINGH: I shall 
ask the agricultural colleges to raise 
these grasses, and all the universities 
will also very much welcome it. I do not 
know whether they are all having farms 
but if they are having farms and if they 
want to introduce them, I shall be too 
happy to provide them seeds etc. 

SHRI M. P. BHARGAVA: May I know. 
Sir, whether this grass has been 
chemically examined and whether 
experiments have been carried out to 
see that this grass can form the base for 
making paper? 

SHRI RAM SUBHAG SINGH: 
Actually, Sir, we are short of fodder 
and we have been trying to introduce it 
and evolve it and go on improving 
these grasses with a view to meeting 
our fodder requirements; it is not being 
evolved from the point of view of paper 
pulp. 

 
WHEAT PRODUCTION COST 

*369. SHRI V. M. CHORDIA: Will the 
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
be pleased to state: 
(a) whether any investigation has been 
made by his Ministry to ascer- 

t[ ] English   translation. 



4033          Answers [ RAJYA SABHA ] to Questions 4034 
tain the average expenditure incurred 
on the production of wheat in one acre 
of ordinary land and the quantum of 
production obtained therefrom; and 

(b) what scheme has been devised to 
enable the peasant to gain some more 
profit on the basis of the production 
cost?] 

f[THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE (SHRI RAM SUBHAG 
SINGH) : (a) No all-India investigation 
has been carried out. During 1955-
1957, some studies in the economics 
of farm management were conducted 
in a few districts of U.P., Punjab and 
Maharashtra. 

(b) No particular scheme has been 
devised to enable the peasant to gain 
more profit. However, to ensure that 
there is no undue drop in prices re-
ceived by the farmer, Government 
have announced a minimum support 
price of Rs. 34: 82 per quintal (Rs. 13 
per maund) for fair average quality of 
white wheat for  1961-62 crop.] 

t[ ] English    translation. 
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SHRI A. D. MANI: May I know, Sir, 
the difficulty in the way of the Gov-
ernment taking sampling tests on 
certain farms to find out the extent of 
production of wheat? 

SHRI RAM SUBHAG SINGH: We 
shall try to see how far this suggestion 
is going to be feasible though, of 
course, our effort will be to see that 
something is done. 

 

 

ACTION AGAINST    PERSONS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR   SELLING   SALT   AS   

AMMONIUM SULPHATE 

*370. SHRI DAHYABHAI V. PATEL:' 
Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state what steps 
the Government of India have taken to 
detect and trace persons responsible for 
selling salt as ammonium sulphate to 
agriculturists, their organisation and 
network? 

THE MINISTER OP STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE (SHRI RAM SUBHAG SINGH): A 
statement giving the' required in-\ 
formation is laid on the Table of the 
Sabha. 

STATEMENT 

It was brought to the notice of the I 
Government of India in 1961 that • 
Sodium Sulphate was being sold to I   
cultivators in Maharashtra and Guja- 


