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Year Plan period, was brought to their 
notice. The question of meeting such 
demands, if they arise, can be considered 
only during the Fourth Plan period. 

 
SHRI O. V. AL AGES AN: I am not 

able to say. He wants to know the 
difference in costs when bricks are made 
by electricity and otherwise, by burning 
coal, I suppose. I am not able to say. 

 
SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: Yes, that 

would be. 

SHRI B. K. GAIKWAD: May I know, 
Sir, the number of brick kilns in Delhi 
and how much electricity will be required 
for their consumption? 

SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: I have said 
already that we were not apprise of the 
power that would be required by 

t[ ]    Hindi translation. 

this particular industry. If it is brought to 
our notice, it can be arranged in the 
Fourth Plan. That was my written reply 
also. 

 

t [EFFECT OF SCARCITY OF RAINS ON 
PRODUCTION OF FOODGRAINS 

•950. SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA: 
Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state whether any 
calculations have been made in regard to 
the likely effects of scarcity of rains this 
year on the production of foodgrains in 
the country?] 
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UTHE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE (SHRI RAM SUBHAG SINGH): A 
statement is placed on the Table of the  
Sabha. 

STATEMENT 

Scarcity of rains was experienced for 
two to three weeks during June over most 
parts of the country excluding north east 
India, coastal Andhra Pradesh, 
Rayalaseema and Madras State. This 
delayed the kharif sowings to some extent 
in the affected areas and also adversely 
affected the early sown crops in parts of 
Maharashtra, Mysore and Kerala. The 
rains received in July were, however, 
generally normal and helpful to extensive 
sowings. They also proved beneficial to 
the crops earlier affected by the scarcity 
of rains. It is not possible to estimate in 
advance, the quantitative effect if any, of 
the scarcity of rains this year on the pro-
duction of foodgrains in the country.] 
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SHRI B.' K. GAIKWAD: Are the 

Government aware that in certain parts of 
Maharashtra there have been no rains? 
Scarcity works were started but they have 
been discontinued and now probably Rabi 
crops will not be there. May I know. Sir, what 
the Government is ghing to do in the matter? 

SHRI RAM SUBHAG SINGH: It is true 
that certain areas of Maharashtra have been 
affected by this drought. We hope that the 
rains will be good in the coming weeks. 

SHRI C. D. PANDE: The hon. Minister has 
said that since the Rabi crop was already there 
in the market it cannot be assumed that there 
is rise in the prices. Sir, the forecast of the 
present crop is generally available at this time 
of the year and the estimate of production. 
Why this year it is not in the hands of 
Government? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is the question? 

SHRI C. D. PANDE: Sir, the Government's 
statement that the estimate of production has 
no effect on the prices is not correct. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is again a 
statement. What do you want to know 
actually? 

SHRI C. D. PANDE: May I know, Sir, 
whether the Government holds that the 
estimate of production has no effect on the 
rise in prices? 

SHRI S. K. PATIL: Sir, the estimate of 
production is no doubt of some value to 
speculators. The speculative market does make 
some distinction in prices. So far as the 
physical existence of stocks is concerned, we 
have enough stocks to rush anywhere in any 
part of India. And for that reason there should 
be no reason as to ■why there should be any 
rise in prices. 

MR.  CHAIRMAN:     Next question. 

 

TlCKELESS   TRAVEL     ON       BHAGALFURE 

BARARI GHAT SECTION 
•951. SHRI MAHABIR DASS: Will the 

Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state: 
(a) whether attention of Government has 

been drawn to a news item published in 
column 1 of Hindi daily the "Aryavarta" of 
Patna dated    the 

t[]English translation. 


