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SHRI ARJUN ARORA: May I know if any
other State has made a similar decision?

Dr. K. L. SHRIMALI: Yes, Sir. That is
what I said. I am prepared to place a statement
on the Table of the House which will indicate
that most of the States are now implementing
the three-language formula.

MR. CHAIRMAN: That" is what the hon.
Minister said in reply to the first question.
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ffPURCHASE AND SALE OF OPIUM

*78. SHRI V. M CHORDIA: Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased t'o refer to the
answer given to Un-starred Question No. 125
in the Rajya Sabha on the 19th June, 1962 and
state:

(a) the quantity of opium purchased and
sold in the year 1961 and the rates at which it
was purchased and sold respectively; and

(b) what was the financial outcome of the
transaction?]
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ffTHE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY ofF FINANCE (SHrRi B. R.
BHAGAT): (a) 699 tons of raw opium at 90°
consistence were purchased from cultivators
and 653 tons were Sold to foreign countries
during the year 1961. The Raw opium was
purchased at different rates varying from Rs.
33-50 to Rs. 42 per seer at 70° consistence,
depending on the average
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yield tendered by the cultivator. It was
sold to foreign customers in the form of
finished opium cakes (about 90°
consistence), at the basic export price of
$ 1.55 or Rs. 7.36 per unit of morphine
per kilo f.o.b. Calcutta.

(b) A sum of Rs. 4.54 crores was
received as sale price during the financial
j ear 1960-61 in respect of opium
exported to foreign countries.]
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SHRI B. K. GAIKWAD: May I know,
Sir, the average income per acre to the
agriculturist who produces opium?

SHRI B. R. BHAGAT: I want nbtice. |
must say that because there is a greater
and greater demand for licensing of
opium from all over the country, I
presume that the income is quite
profitable.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Next question.

479 and *80. [Postponed to the 27tfc
August, 1962.]



