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RAJYA SABHA 

Triday^ the  22nd June,  1962/the   1st 
Asadha, 1884 (Saka) 

The House met at eleven of the clock, 
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have three 
announcements to make. 

RESULT OF ELECTION TO THE 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 

ACCOUNTS 

MR. CHAIRMAN: ,As a result of the 
election held on the 21st June, 1962, the 
following Members are declared duly 
elected to be members of the Committee 
on Public Accounts: 

1. Shrimati K. Bharathi 
2. Shri Nawab Singh Chauhan 
3. Shri Dahyabhai V. Patel 
4. Shri Sonusing Dhansing Patil 
5. Shri Lalji Pendse 
6. Shri R P. N. Sinha 
7. Shri Jai Narain Vyas. 

RESULT   OF ELECTION   TO   THE 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON OFFICES 

OF PROFIT 

MR. CHAIRMAN; The following 
being the only Members nominated for 
election to the Joint Committee on 
Offices of Profit and their number being 
equal to the number of vacancies to be 
filled, I hereby declare them to be duly 
elected to the said Committee: 

1. Shri G. Rajagopalan 
2. Shri B. K. P. Sinha 
3. Shri H V. Tripathi 
4. Shri K. V. Raghunatha Reddy £. 
Shri Lokanath Miara 

372 RS—1. 

RESULT  OF ELECTION TO THE 
COFFEE BOARD AND RAJGHAT 

AMADHI COMMITTEE 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following 
Members being the only candidates 
nominated for election 'to the bodies 
respectively shown against each, I 
hereby declare them duly elected to be 
members of the said bodies: 

1. Shri    T.    S.    Pattabiraman— 
Coffee Board 

2. Shri       Sadiq       Ali—Raj ghat 
Samadhi Committee. 

RESOLUTION RE. KEEPING 
STUDENTS OUT OF ACTIVE 

POLITIC 
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SHRI P. N. SAPRU (Uttar Pradesh): 
May I interrupt the hon. Member just to 
point out that in the British Universities, 
the leaders of political parties are invited 
and the leaders consider it their duty to 
keep themselves in touch with the yoUth 
of the country since it is from the 
universities that they will get their future 
leadership? 

SHRI RAMPRASANNA RAY (West 
Bengal): Do they take part in active 
politics? 

SHRI P. N SAPRU: Yes, but not in 
direct action. The students even take 
interest in elections. They canvass for 
elections. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. 
Sapru.   That will do,  no    conversa- 

 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Vajpayee 

started with that statement and now he is 
explaining it. 

SHRI A. B. VAJPAYEE: Perhaps the 
hon. Member was late    and was 
not

here then. 

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA (West 
Bengal): When you went to their 
university, did you ask the Americans   .   
.   • 

SHRI A. B. VAJPAYEE: May I request 
my hon. friend to defer hi« questions till 
I_ have finished my speech? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I think Mr. Vaj-
payee should be allowed to finish hit 
speech. 
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The question was proposed. 

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Sir, I beg to 
move: 

1. "That after the word 'major* the 
word 'secular' be inserted." 

2. "That after the words 'active 
polities', the words 'based on com-
munalism' be added" 

The questions were proposed. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Under rule 142 of 
the Rajya Sabha rules, there is a time 
limit of half an hour for the mover and 
the Minister concerned and fifteen 
minutes for the other Members. 

SHRI BHUPESH GUPTA: Mr. Chair-
man, I have given this amendment to 
make it more practicable, under-
standable, reasonable and helpful to the 
country. That is why I say, since my hon. 
friend is interested in having some kind 
of Resolution, let it be like that, that is, 

"The House is of opinion that 
Government should convene a con-
ference of the representatives of major 
secular parties in the country   .    .   . 

I add the word "secular" here. 

". . . with a view to arriving, at an 
agreement for keeping students out of 
active politics based on 
communalism." 

One can understand this because 
communalism is an utterly outdated and 
atrocious concept and whether it is in the 
philosophical life, whether in the cultural 
life, whether in the political life or in any 
other sphere of life, communalism is a 
dangerous thing. Therefore, whatever 
may be our other disagreements in the 
matter of politics or economics, it is 
possible for us, representatives of the 
various parties to sit together in a 
conference to discuss how we should 
keep students out of communal politics 
because communal politics is disruptive 
of national unity. It disintegrates the 
democratic fibre of our life and bars-the 
way to economic and social progress and 
leads to the growth of the forces of 
obscurantism and utter reaction. Since we 
are all committed to having a progressive 
policy, since we look forward to going 
forward in our march towards our destiny, 
I think we can deal with communalism 
and ask the students to keep out of it. I 
think nobody in the country-today would 
like to rediscuss the question of sati-
daha—at one time it was thought to be 
something very good by some people but 
later on it was rejected by society and 
today nobody talks about it—and likewise 
communalism should be made such a 
thing that one should feel ashamed to talk 
about it. Naturally, if the elders feel 
ashamed, they should advise the younger 
generation to shun it' at all costs and not 
to have any truck with it. I do not know* 
if Mr. Vajpayee will join with me in 
evolving ways and means of keeping the 
young community, the students, out of 
communal politics of all. kind 
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Evidently,  he has  not    applied    his mind 
to it.   He wants the students to be kept out 
of politics; then our politics will be 
dominated by superannuated politicians, by 
people who have served  their term  of  life 
and    seek some kind of retirement 
somewhere either in certain leadership of a 
party or in the Ministry or in some other' 
place.   We do not accept that proposition.   
Active politics, if it were right before 
independence, it is right even today 
because the political life of the country 
flows and in that flow of the stream, we 
find people appearing and re-appearing,   
classes  appearing    and re-appearing in 
different roles    with different ideologies,  
shaping the destiny of men.      Why on    
earth   then should the younger generation 
of our country,,  especially 
    the     enlightened section of our country, 
the youth, the students,    be  kept    out of  
it?   Who shall  shape  the  political  life  of  
the country?   Who shall shape the political   
affairs   of  the    country?      Why should 
the students be isolated from them and why 
should the entire community be confined 
only to some kind of  cultural  and    
academic    activity? Would  you   advise  
the student  community in Portugal or in 
Pakistan to keep out  of  politics  so that  
on  the one  hand the  Salazar    regime     
can continue to thrive  and on the other 
hand the people there continue to be cowed  
under  the    tyrannical    rule? Would you 
advise the same thing to the  student 
community    of Pakistan where democracy 
has got to be founded?   You know that 
from the  great student  community  of  
Pakistan     in Dacca came  time  and  again  
a  challenge to the present regime which 
not only  extinguishes  the  lamps  of cul-
ture      and      education      but      even 
suffocates the entire life of the community.     
Are they to blame?     Who will    continue,     
for     example,    the Pakistan  politics?      
Maybe that you would understand it better.     
Do you expect those former leaders   of   
the Muslim   League  and  others   to   take 
the   destiny   In1  their  hands,   sit  to-
gether with some of the leaders of 

some other parties to counsel the valiant 
student community of the University of 
Dacca and the student community of 
Karachi to keep out of active politics or 
is it the duty of the democratic leadership 
in Pakistan to tell the student community 
that, in the shaping of the future of the 
country they have an important part to 
play? Thus, in connection with the affairs 
of the State also this question comes up. 

Now, I can understand the concern of my 
hon. friend, Shri Vajpayee, because 
fortunately or unfortunately, I do not know 
how he would take it, he belongs to a party 
whose ideology is  particularly rejected by  
the    student community because the stude 

 nt community is a growing, robust com-
munity in our society and they have 
rejected   the   ideas   of  communalism, 
obscurantism and retrograde ideas of all 
kinds.   That is why even    while certain 
parties in the country are getting some 
support among the Rajas and Maharajas 
and the feudal places or in the communal 
sections   of   the population which have 
very communal influence, they do not 
make   any headway among the 
enlightened sections of the community, the 
rising section  of  the  community,  
namely,  the students.      Is  it because  
grapes  are sour or is it   because   of   
something else?   Now,  you, Mr. 
Chairman, had been  to  Germany and 
certainly you are  more   acquainted  with    
German affairs  in  the  old  days  than  I  
am. Hitler was the man who once    had 
said,    kitchen,    creche    and    kinder 
which, if the German thing is right, means  
children.   That  was  the  task assigned to 
women.   His line was that women must 
not participate in politics.     He prescribed 
that their   job was   in  the   Kitchen,   on  
the  creche and among the children.   That 
suited him very well.   Today the 
projection of  that  philosophy,   that    
retrograde approach, we see in the case of 
our Jana Sangh friends, who now tell us 
that students  must be  kept  out  of active 
politics. 



1523    Keeping students out     [ BAJYA SABHA ]      of active politics 1524 
[Shri Bhupesh uupta.j What  is  passive  
politics,  I   should like to know.     He   
was   mentioning about the British 
Universities.   I had "been a student of the    
British    University;  I    was in  that     
University-WHen I was a student, we 
tried to form an Indian Society there but 
the University  authorities  did  not  allow 
it at first.    Then the progre 
 ssive sections of the student community 
came forward in support of Indian 
students, fought out the battle politically   
and compelled the authorities to allow the 
Indian students to form that society. And I 
may mention in this connection that Prof.  
Haldane    and    even    Mr. Gaitskell  
who  is  now  leader  of the British Labour 
Party and who at that time was a lecturer 
in the University College where I was a 
student, joined with the Indian    
community    in getting that thing    done.   
Then    recently    in    the    Cambridge    
Union elections we have seen that Mr. 
Pollit, .son of the late Harry Pollit, 
General Secretary  of the  Communist    
Party, has been elected as the Union Presi-
dent despite all kinds of politiking on the 
part of the conservative elements. What 
are we to do?   Should we hand over the 
universities to the tories and conservatives 
or should the progressive sections  of the 
student community come forward and 
take them and spread progressive ideas  
among    the students?   Here in our 
country I do not know what the Congress 
Party is thinking but if you think that we 
are a Party in the country, the Communist 
Party, you shall never get us to a 
conference    to    discuss    this    pre-
posterous    proposition      of    banning 
aetive politics as far as the students are  
concerned.      On     the    contrary why 
should our students    not    show more 
active interest in politics in our country 
because politics lies    at   the crux of the 
whole    thing?    Does    it mean they    
become    bad    students? Well, they 
don't.   As far as our experience is 
concerned,  we    find    the Communists 
had been good students and some of them 
had topped the list*. 

That is my experience.   If I find that the  
Communists  were  bad  students, 
communism meant being bad students, I 
would    perhaps    have    considered 
gome such step in order to have good 
students but I am happy to ttate before the 
House that    most    of    our students who 
come to our party  

 seem to  be  good students  and when 
they join  the  Communist Party  they  be-
come    even    better    students.    It    is 
absurd   to   say   that   participation  in 
politics makes you forget everything. 
Certainly they give    up    obscuranist 
ideas,    reactionary    ideas,    revivalist 
ideas, certainly they look forward to the 
changing world and try to adjust 
themselves to the promptings of the times.   
But  does  it make them  less enlightened,  
less  intellectually vigorous, less forward 
looking?   Not at all. Mr. Chairman, I may    
give you    an example.   Before    
independence    the liberals used to say 
that the students should not take part in 
politics, let alone   the   toadies    of   the   
British. When I was a student in the 
school, my  Headmaster  one  day   called  
me and told me that I should take part in 
politics only after I had passed my M.A. 
examination; then I was a student in class 
IX as it used to be called at that time.   He 
told me that he was giving me advice in    
the    name    of Indian culture,  in the    
name    of so many other things.   He said 
that to fight the British and to work for the 
independence movement was not the job 
of immature    people.   Do    you know 
what he told me then?   He told me:   
"What can you do if the British throw a 
bomb—and they have many bombs with 
them—because a radius of 33 miles will 
be wiped out?"   He was trying to frighten 
me but I told the Headmaster that in that 
case his house would also be wiped out 
because it fell within that radius.   Such 
absurd things used to be    said.   Of    
course then T went to jail at that time and 
I did not come to grief for it.   Therefore 
this is a wrong proposition.   This is an 
idea which suits the reaction. 



 

Those who are conservative, those who 
do not want the vigour of life, the energy 
of youth, the forward outlook of the 
young generation of our people to be 
brought in for shaping the destiny of the 
country, want students to be shut out of 
politics so that the conservative element, 
banking on the backwardness, prejudices, 
communalism and the reactionary ideas 
and things of the past can pull back the 
progress of the society. That is the crux 
of the matter. Therefore, Madam, 
(Laughter). Mr. Chairman, I speak more 
when she is there in the Chair; and when 
she is addressed 'Sir' I don't laugh. 

That is why I say we are strongly 
opposed to this. We are opposed to it 
because it is a conspiracy, a move oil the 
part of reaction to prevent the students 
from comii^g into political activity so 
that democratic life in the country may 
not get strengthened. Therefore I say this 
Resolution is utterly misconceived and it 
is unfortunate that a Member from the 
Opposition should have brought it up. I 
can understand his discomfiture at the 
development of the student politics today. 
Sir, I can tell him and this House that by 
and large out student community do not 
take part in communal activities. 
Whenever there have been communal 
riots and incidents, may be individuals 
have taken part here and there, but the 
students as a community with their 
youthful-ness of mind have gone together 
in a brotherly spirit hand in hand to bar 
the road to the evil of communalism or 
provincialism. That is the picture that we 
have got today. Therefore do not defame 
the student community. They are the 
strongest bulwark we have against 
communalism, against provincialism. 
They are the lever for national 
integration. They are the instrument 
which should be equipped with modern 
ideology, given the right spirit and 
activised into our political life in such a 
manner that they fulfil the cherished goal 
of national integration and the advance-
ment of the counrty.   So I would ask 

nim to accept my amendment ana neip us 
in the task of national integration which 
he evidently cherishes in his speech at 
least and to see that our young generation 
are freed from the hands of communal 
politics and obscurantist ideas and put on 
the path of democratic progress and 
advance. 

Thank you. 

SHRI T. S. AVINASHLINGAM 
CHETTIAR (Madras): Mr. Chairman, I 
understand that Mr. Vajpayee is a very 
eloquent speaker in Hindi but 
unfortunately I do not understand that 
language very much and I am graceful to 
Mr. Channa Reddy for having translated 
to me the very fine sentiments that he 
mentioned in his speech. Sir, despite what 
the leader of the Communist Party has 
said, I should think—as Wordsworth said, 
the world is too much with us— it is true 
that in our schools and colleges politics is 
too much with our students. When I 
mention students, I mean the educational 
system. Recently we had occasion to 
discuss two Reports of Enquiry 
Committees on Central Universities and 
we had also occasion to discuss an 
amending Bill. And Dr. Shrimali said in 
no uncertain terms that one of the evils of 
the working of the Aligrah University 
was too much politics in the staff, in the 
students and in the set up of that Uni-
versity. When we mention to the students 
'hands off from politics' we do not mean 
that they should not discuss political 
matters. They should discuss. 
Intellectually they must understand what 
these various political parties stand for, 
the ideologies of these political parties. 
Personally I will not be against leaders of 
political parties delivering balanced 
speeches and setting up their own 
programmes among the students. I do not 
mind it, that is, the intellectual part of the 
political life of the country. But what we 
do want to ban is that parties should work 
among the students, not for the welfare of 
the students but for their own petty, small 
welfare.   Everybody  agrees  that parties 
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[Shri T. S. AvinashilingamChettiar.] 
should educate students for national 
service That I do not consider as politics. 
That I consider to be an ideal, that is 
necessary and that is the essence of life. 
But contrary to that is to use those young 
minds for their own petty successes in 
petty elections and in the course of that 
use them in giving ideas to them which 
are anti-national, maybe on the grounds 
of community, maybe on the grounds of 
petty castes, maybe on the grounds of 
language, maybe even on grounds of 
sects, and all that they mean. That is the 
evil and that is what we mean by politics. 
This word requires definition. The other 
day my hon. friend, Mr. Sapru, raised a 
point. Mr. Bhupesh Gupta also said that 
in Cambridge people are invited. We are 
not against inviting people to talk on 
political principles and- programmes. So, 
what we really require today Is to define 
what the sponsor of the Resolution means 
by politics. People may have a different 
sense of the word. What Mr. Sapru meant 
by politics is entirely different from what 
Mr. Vajpayee meant by politics, when 
both used the same word. Once we 
understand the meaning of this word, 
then, I think, there will be unanimity of 
agreement on a certain amount of 
politics, which means .ujnderstandiir^g 
the higher principles as good for all. But 
that thing which commonly goes by the 
name of politics is inducing people to act 
for lower, lesser and smaller objectives, 
making them indisciplined by pulling 
alarm chains, travelling without tickets, 
etc. No politician will accept that he is 
inducing them to do that. The acts of 
politicians may have created a sense of 
indiscipline, which in their turn have 
created these evils. I know and it is 
common knowledge that in some 
universities, more in Northern India than 
in Southern India, the students' camps are 
divided on political grounds. A man is 
respected not because he has character A 
man or a woman is elected in a •tudents' 
election not because he    is 

efficient, not because he is honest, not 
because of his integrity, for which men 
are given training to have respect for 
human qualities. Instead, somebody is 
elected as the president of the union 
because he belongs to a political party, 
because the political party wants that 
union to be influenced in a particular 
direction. That is introduction of politics 
into the students' field, It is unfortunate. 
No work ,among students can be done 
without setting same teachers to share in 
that work; in the task and the affairs of 
the universities, we find that if the 
students are bad, no college suffers from 
indiscipline if all the teachers think 
together and work together. But whenever 
there is a quarrel among the teachers, 
whenever there is a difference among the 
teachers, whenever .there is disunity 
among the teachers, then there are people 
who want to exploit their political 
feelings. Then, politics getsr onto 
colleges, into universities. So, it has a 
wider complexion than mere students. It 
means our educational institutions. It 
means they stop the administrators and all 
people who have something to do with 
the running  of" educational  institutions. 

Now, I come to another point. 
Undoubtedly it is true today more than at 
any time in the last twenty years that 
money and caste have a much greater pull 
with the people. Time was when any 
worker, who sacrificed himself in ftho, 
cause of the country, who worked for the 
good of the country, without any money 
and regardless of caste, could be got 
elected from any constituency. Today 
why is it that every political party— I do 
not absolve any political party of that—
whenever they set up candidates go into 
the issue of the constituency, as to which 
caste forms the majority of the 
constituency? Is it Muslim, is it Hindu or 
is it a sub-caste among Hindus? Is it 
Reddi, is it Kamma, is it Gounder? Today 
it is done because we think that success 
means looking into these things. Why is it 
that this change has come about?   The 
real reason i* 
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that previously we had an idea and ■we 
had been fighting for the ideal of securing 
the independence     of    the cou 
 ntry.   Nothing  else     mattered  in that  
idealism.   We forgot our caste; •we forgot 
money.   People who spent lakhs of rupees 
against us got themselves    defeated.   
Today    we    think money is necessary for 
fighting elections.   Why   is  it  that  these    
things are  more  influential   today?   That 
is because   today   we   have   lost   that 
idealism.   That  loss  of     idealism  is 
reflected   in  the   student  community. 
Today that student community do not have  
that   idealism   very      much.   I 
appreciated it  when Mr.     Vajpayee said 
that  students  were  engaged in these local     
borders     forgetting our Jiational borders.   
It is true.   If they are   patriotic,   they  
must     transcend the  small  group 
feelings which they have and in doing SQ it 
js a national effort that we  have to    
make.   Our students    are   the   source,   
«re    the foundation    of   the    future   of    
this country.    One  generation   intimately 
connected with our national struggle, -with 
Gandhrji, is passing out and in a few years 
there will be only a few left.      Even   
among  the  people  who once experienced 
it, we do not    find that idealism today, of 
what they felt then,   T.Ve have that 
feeling, that experience, but hereafter   
even   people with  that  experience  will    
be    few. And so it rests upon us,    upon 
the political parties of the country, upon 
leadership of every    kind,    that    we 
again inspire idealism in   this   field. How 
will we do it?   It \s beyond me. This 
cannot be done by giving a few points.    It  
is  a  matter  of spirit  and light.   Light 
lights.   A wick that does not burn cannot 
light    other    lamps. We must be able to 
throw up leaders who can transcend these 
small things. And in that context I would 
say that it depends on our political parties, 
to whichever group they belong. Perhaps it  
is  too much to    expect    that.   It depends 
on the devotion we have for our country, 
whether we    love    our party more or 
whether we love our country  less;  
whether we love    our country   more   and     
ourselves   less. 

That is the question which every political 
party has   to   answer here.One word  
ore, Sir. While 12 Noon   I entirely agree  
that this is a matter over which we must 
think, contemplate and decide, I do not 
know why a national conference should 
be convened. I think we have bodies like 
the Standing Committee on Education, 
the Consultative Committee on 
Education, the Planning Committee for 
our own Party, and so on, and then we 
have the National Integration Council. I 
would suggest that this yery important 
question should be discussed by us and 
the problems understood with a view to 
finding a solution. 

1 

HEFERENCE TO PROPOSED 
STATEMENT  ABOUT  

SUGARCANE .   PRICE FOR 
1962-63 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE (SHRI RAM SUBHAG SINGH) : Yes-
terday I had sought your permission to 
make a statement regarding the fixation 
of sugarcane price for the year 1962-63. 
But we decided this morning not to make 
this statement, and I requested you also 
and you had kindly allowed me not to 
make it. So I am not making the 
statement 

RESOLUTION RE    KEEPING    STU-
DENTS OUT OF ACTIVE POLITICS 
PROF. A. R. WADIA (Nominated): Mr. 

Chairman, there are few propositions 
which I would support more willingly 
and more strongly than the proposition 
which has been moved today by Mr. 
Vajpayee. I had my doubts about the 
Communist Party and especially Mr. 
Bhupesh Gupta. I wonder why he has 
bothered to send even two amendments 
when his whole speech showed that he 
was entirely against the whole idea of 
keeping our students away from politics. 


