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SHRI B. BHAGAVATI: It is under

consideration.

SHRI BABUBHAI CHINAL In view of the
fact that the hon. Minister has eaid that this
thing would only take place provided the
required resources are there, may I know
whether the Government has made an,
arrangement to start any factory for the
making of telephones or are they planning to
have any telephone manufacturing concern
besides the one which they have in
Bangalore?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Have you other plans?

SHRI B. BHAGAVATI: We have proposals
to augment the production in our tele-
communication production centres and we
have proposals also to have more factories if
resources are made available.

*215. [The questioner (Shri J. H. Joshi)
was absent. For answer, vide col. 1217 infra.]

TUBERCULIN INJECTIONS TO CASHEW

WORKERS AT ENATH (KERALA)

4216. SHRI M. M. S. SIDDHU: Will the
Minister of HEALTH be pleased to etate:

t[ ] Hindi transliteration.
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<a) wnemer nis attention nas Deen drawn
to the report published in "The Mail" of 6th
June, 1982 that 44 cashew workers in a
cashew factory at Enath (Kerala) were
removed to hospital after they were given
injections of tuberculin on th, 5th June, 1962;

to Questions

(b) if so, what were the reasons for such a
severe reaction of the injections;

(c) what was the strength of tuberculin
used and why there was preponderance of
reaction in women; and

(d) what steps  Government pro
pose to take to prevent such reac
tions?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER m THE

MINISTRY oF HEALTH (Dr. D. S. RAU) :
(a) Yes.

(b) Thes, are being
but are presumed to be functional.

investigated

(c) Tuberculin used was Rt 23 with
tween 80 in 1 TU strength. Functional
symptoms are mostly in women and
so it is likely that this was the cause.

(d) The tuberculin used is being
analysed and the whole episode is
being  fully  investigated and  the
action to be taken will be decided on

the result of the enquiry.

SHRI M. M. S. SIDDHU: I would like to
draw the attention of the Minister to the
'"Times of India', June 18, in which it is alleged
that tuberculin was locally contaminated. Ha;
the attention of the Government been drawn
to it?

DR. D. S. RAJU: The tuberculin was sent to
Guindy for investigation and it has been found
that it was non-toxie but it was found that
there was some contamination.

SHRI M. M. S. SIDDHU:. I would like to
know whether the policy of the Government
hag been changed in regard to B.C.G. because
adults usually give positive non-specific re-
action. Formerly B.C.G. was being applied to
the children age group where the number of
persons negative to tuberculin
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were more who could profit by the
B.C.G.

DR. D. S. RAJU: There is no change in
the policy. Tuberculin is injected to non-
reactors.

SHRI M. M. S. SIDDHU: In this fac-
tory there were about 50 persons, women
mostly, who were tested. Are they of the
children age group?

DR. D. S. RAJU: All ages are tested.

SHrRi T. S. AVINASHXLINGAM
CHETTIAR: May I know if there was
contamination found in the Guindy
factory, have they investigated as to
where the contamination began?

DRr.D. S.RAJU: That is being
investigated now. Wrfgvrft gfTTW *Ffifl"
qftf "Ftfzz
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t [OFFER OF SWEDISH CROWNS BY
SWEDISH RED CROSS

*157. SHRIRAM SAHAI: Will the
Minister of HEALTH be pleased to refer
to page 57 of the Report of the Minis-
*try of External Affairs for the year
1961-62 and state:

(a) what has been the outcome of the
offer of 3 lakh Swedish crowns

tTransferred from the
1962.
t[{ ] English translation.

20th June,
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to Questions 1168

made by the Swedish Red Cross, and
how it has been availed of; and

(b) whether it has been possible to
undertake any experiments on leprosy on
the basis of this assistance?]

THE DEPUTY MINISTER m THE
MINISTRY orF HEALTH (Dr. D. S.
RAJU): (a) and (b). The information is
being collected and will be laid on the
Table of the Sabha in due course.
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Dr. D. S. RAJU: The information is
that this amount of 3 lakh Swedish
crowns wa, offered to the Vellore
Christian Medical College, and it is
intended for research and expansion,
research on tuberculosis and leprosy.

There is no evidence that the disease is
increasing.
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217. SHRI RAM SAHAI: Will the
Minister of COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT,
PANCHAYATI RAJ AND CO-OPERATION be

§t[] Hindi translatio
t[] English translatio



