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ture on large scale. Copies will also be placed
on the Table of the Sabha in due course.

Some of these implements are already
being manufactured by private firms as well
as Government workshops at Lucknow,
Jaipur, Nahan, Nagpur and Tiruchirapalli.]
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t [CROSS-BRED MERINO SHEEP

216. SHRI NAWAB SINGH CHAUHAN:
Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) which are the breeds by whose cross-
breeding the cross-bred Merino sheep of the
toe woolled strain has been evolved in the
Himalayan region and whether this strain can
be made available to the sheep breeders; and

(b) how this sheep compares with each of
the two cross-bred strains so far as softness
and weight of the wool is concerned?]
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UTHE MINISTR ofF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY oF FOOD anD AGRICULTURE
(DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH): (a) Rams of the
Merino, Ram-bouillet and Polwarth breeds are
being used for crossbreeding the local sheep to
evolve new strain in the Himalayan region. A
new strain of Kashmir Merino has been
evolved. The work of experimental breedings
from other breeds mentioned above is in
progress at the sheep breeding farms
established in the State of Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir.
Cross-bred rams from the farms are being
made available to the sheep breeders.

(b) The wool produced locally is of a
mixed fibre composition containing coarse
and fine fibres. The crossbred wools are
superior as regards the total content of fine
fibres and are softer to the feel. The  local
sheep

ranslation.



1235

yield is 1'5 bs. of wool, while the fleeces
of the cross-bred sheep weigh 3-5 to 4"0
Ibs. per year.]
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INTENSIVE AGRICULTURAL DISTT.
PROGRAMME

217. SHRI NAWAB SINGH CHAU-
HAN: Will the Minister of FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to refer to the
Report of the Ministry of Food and
Agriculture (Department of Agriculture)
for 1961-62 at p. 19 and state:

(a) the total number of Farm Plans
prepared so far in the District of Aligarh
in Uttar Pradesh under the Intensive
Agricultural District Programme and the
number of scientific demonstrations of]
a com-
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posite type which have been made on the
agricultural farms;

(b) the area Of land in the district
which has been brought under this
programme so far and the area of land
which remains to be brought under the
programme and th, time by when the
remaining area is likely to come under the
programme; and

to Questions

(¢) how much increase in production
has taken place up till now and how much
assistance has been given to peasants in
the form of fertilizers seeds, cash and in
Other forms?]
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