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bags and covers containing E. D.
articles anq for ensuring their prompt
delivery to addressees.

('ii) Mechanised transport, e.g., mail
motor, motor cycle, motor rickshaws,
is being increasingly utilised for con-
veyance of bags containing BE. D.
articles from mail offices to the deli-
very offices, Delivery is being effect-
ed by messengers on cycles.
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+{SHORTAGE 1IN FOODGRAINS STOCKS

266, Surt V. M. CHORDIA: Will
the Minister of Foop AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to refer to the reply
given to Unstarred Question No. 284
in the Rajya Sabha on the 9th May,
1962 and state:

(a) the reasons for an increase in
shortage in the stocks of foodgrains
from 0'027 per cent. in the year
1956-57 to 067 per cent. in the year
1959-60; and

(b) what new steps are being taken
to ensure proper protection of food-
grains?]
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t[Tue DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY or FOOD (Sart A. M.
TaomaAs): (a) Our stocks prior to
1957-58 were small and there was
quicker turnover with the result that
the period over which deterioration
could take place was very short, Now
our reserves are much larger and they
have to be kept in storage for much
longer periods before they are issued
out.

(b) More and more Government
constructed accommodation is being
brought into use for storage of food-
grains. These structures are built on
scientific lines, are damp proof, pro-
tected against leakage and are well
ventilated. Improvement in methods
and techniques of preservation is
constantly under study.]
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267. Surr SURJIT SINGH ATWAL:
Will the Minister of TRANSPORT AND
CoMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state
whether there is any proposal under
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Government’s consideration for cons-
tructing a 100 feet wide National
Highway from Delhi to Calcutta?

Tae MINISTER or SHIPPING 1n
THE MINISTRY or TRANSPOET anp
COMMUNICATIONS (SHRT Rar
Banapur): Delhi and Calcutta are
already connected by National High-~
way No. 2 which has got a width of
carriageway varying from 12’ to 22'.
There is no proposal for constructing
a 100 ft, wide National Highway from
Delhi to Calcutta.

ImporT OF LUXURY AND ToUrisT CARS

268. Surt A. D, MANI:. Will the
Minister of TranNsporT aND Com-
MUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Air India is negotiat-
ing a barter agreement with Chrysler
Co-poration of the United States of
America for the import of luxury and
tourist cars; and

(b) what is the basis of this barter
deal?

Tae MINISTER or SHIPPING 1N
THE MINISTRY or TRANSPCORT AND
COMMUNICATIONS (Surr  Rars
Banabur): (a) No, Sir. A proposal
in this connection was received from
Air India some months ago and is
being examined by the Ministry of
Finance and the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry.

(by The basis of the proposal is
that Air India would receive cars
from a motor car manufacturer in
exchange for first-class travel for his
executives on certain Air India ser-
vices.
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T[LossEs 10 P. & T. DEPARTMENT
mw U. P,

269. Seri MAHABIR DASS: Will
the Minister of TRANSPORT AND CoM-
MUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) the extent of loss guffered by
the Posts and Teleg.aphs Department
in Uttar Pradesh during the year
1960-61 on account of thefts, forgery,
wastage, fire and floods;

(b) the number of cases in which
departmental money was misappro-
priated during the year 1960-61 and
the extent of loss on account of these
cases; and

(¢) the value of goods stolen from
the stores and the money lost in
Savings Bank, Money Orders and in-
sured articles during the year 1960-
6171
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