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based upon consideration. The Planning 
Commission has laid down certain priorities. 
They have certain criteria for a line to be 
constructed. And if the hon. Member kindly 
reads the Report, he will find that the criteria 
have been definitely laid down. 

SHRI V. M. CHORDIA: May I know the 
reason for not considering the suggestion of 
the Madhya Pradesh Government? You have 
said in the Third Plan that you are 
constructing another line. What was the reason 
for that? 

SHRI S. V. RAMASWAMY: It was dealing 
with the coal area and we had to lay a line in 
order to improve the supply of coal. That was 
the reason. 

 
t [DIRECT BUS SERVICE BETWEEN DELHI AND 

LONDON 
*349. SHRI V. M. CHORDIA: Will the 

Minister of TRANSPORT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS      be      pleased      to 
state: 

(a) the decision taken on the proposal for 
starting a direct bus service 

f[ ] English translation. 

between  Delhi  and London  and  also when 
the decision was taken; 

(b) the names of the companies 
who have made applications for run 
ning passenger buses on the above 
route; and 

(c) what will be the fare and dura 
tion of journey as stated in the appli 
cations?] 

 



2437 Oral  Answers        [ RAJYA SABHA ] to Questions 2438 
 

t[THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI       B. 
BHAGWATI): (a) to (c) A statement giving the 
requisite information is 1 aid on the Table of 
the Sabha. 

STATEMENT 

(a) and (b) Requests have been received by 
the Government of India from the following 
parties for the operation of bus service 
between India and London: 

Name of th Jirme Places 
1. Messrs. Sheikh 

Manoo    &    Bros., 
Bombay. .    Bombay to London 

2. Shri      Trilokendra 
Singh    C/o Peterson, Bombay.       .    
Bombay to London 

3. M/s. Aziz      Bros., 
Kanpur.      .        .    Delhi    to    London 

4. Sh. M. L.     Puri, 
Delhi. . .    India to U.K. 

But it is not possible to take any decision in 
the matter until the Government of India enter 
into reciprocal agreements with the countries 
on the route involved. The rules governing 
such agreements are being finalised. 

Any through service to London by road 
will have to traverse Pakistan. The efforts 
made so far to enter into a  working  
agreement  with  the  Gov- 

t[ ]   English translation. 

eminent of Pakistan even in regard to road 
traffic between Amritsar and Lahore have not 
been successful. This shows the difficulties 
inherent in the introduction of a bus service 
between Delhi and London and it will take 
some time before they are resolved. 

(c) Information regarding the fares to be 
charged and duration of the journey has not 
been supplied by any one of the parties 
concerned."] 
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DR. SHRIMATI SEETA PARMA-".NAND: 
There is already a bus service operating 
between London and India and also Ceylon 
for a long time. What is the difficulty for these 
neighbouring countries in giving permission 
to Indian companies? 

' SHRI RAJ BAHADUR: It is not operating on 
a regular basis, but on <ad hoc basis. In fact, 
we had one trip of such a bus in 1957, 1958 
and 1959 operated by Messrs. Garrow Fisher 
& Co. 

SHRI B. K. P. SINHA: May I know if there 
is a direct road link between London and 
Delhi or the buses have to be carried part of 
the way on ships or floats? Would it be 
economic to go by buses? Would they charge 
economic fares? 

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR: So far as the buses 
of Messrs. Garrow Fisher & Co. are 
concerned, they charged £93 for the inward 
journey to India and £100 for the outward 
journey from India to London. There is a sort 
of road connection which goes through certain 
countries. I can name those countries. But the 
buses might have to cross the sea somewhere 
while they come  to  Turkey  from Bulgaria,   
and 
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that is the only place where I think the road 
link may not be existing as such 

 

t [TRAINING    OF    FIELD    OFFICERS    IN 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

*350. SHRI B. N. BHARGAVA: Will the 
Minister of COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, 
PANCHAYATI RAJ AND COOPERATION    be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is any proposal under 
Government's consideration to send during 
this year some of the Field Officers, e.g., 
Block Development Officers, Agriculture 
Officers and Instructors to the United States of 
America and other foreign countries for 
receiving training under the Point 

f[ ] English translation. 


