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their activities in furthering the mes-
sage of productivity and techniques at
the plant level and project level and
training, seminars, symposiumg and
discussions.

Sart M. P. BHARGAVA: May I
know whether any check is being
kept on the non-officials of these
teams?

Surt MANUBHAI SHAH: There are
no checks; they are free citizens of
thig country, but they do carry on
the activities for which they are sent,
namely the expertise on the various
aspects of productivity and training
our young men in these productivity
techniques.

Surt M. P. BHARGAVA: Probably
the hon. Minister has misunderstood
my question. I want to know how the
check on the work of the non-officials
sent in these delegations is kept,
whether they are working in the
interests of the industry or not.

Surt MANUBHAI SHAH: They are
doing so; as a matter of fact most of
them have been working in an enter-
prise for ten years and twenty years.
They are imbued with a great sense
of responsibility and the authority
which they exercise in their own
plants. Also we can see from the
activities going on under the auspices
of the N.P.C. that they are discharging
their responsibility in a remarkable
way.

DEVELOPMENT OF LEATHER AND SHOE
INDUSTRY

*451. Sert M. P. BHARGAVA: Will
the Minister of CoMMERCE AND INDUS-
TRY be pleased to state:

(a) whether there are any plans
under Government’s consideration for
developing the leather and shoe
industry in the country;

(b) which are the places covered
under the development plans; and

(c) what is the number of coopera-
tive societies in Delhi at present
engaged in leather and shoe industry?
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TEHE MINISTER oF INDUSTRY
(Surr ManuBHAI SHAH): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The industry is widely spread
throughout the country.

(c) Forty-two as on the 30th June,
1960.

Surt M. P, BHARGAVA: May I
know, Sir, what special steps have so
far been taken for development of
and training in the shoe industry at
Agra?

Suri MANUBHA] SHAH: In Agra
we are proposing to put a regular
centre. Actually, the work has already
started because it is very famous for
artisans in the shoe industry, and we
are also having extension centres in
some partg of the country.

Sert M. P. BHARGAVA: May I
know, Sir, whether any aid is being
given at present to the small-scale
shoe manufacturers at Agra?

Surt MANUBHAI SHAH: Yes, Sir,
we are encouraging them through this
big institution of extension centres and
through the S.T.C. we are arranging
for exports of the hand-made shoes
as well as the factory-made shoes, and
in diverse ways through the program-
me of the small-scale industries
which are being assisted.
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SuriMmATI SAVITRY DEVI NIGAM:
May I know, Sir, if these co-operative
societies have been  provided with
some help of quality control and in
regard to some sor{ of training?

SErr MANUBHAI SHAH: Well, Sir,
as for these co-operative societies—
and particularly the hon. Member has
asked about Delhi—there is no direct
provision of quality control, but in the
Agra and Madras institutes we have
instituted the certification marking as
well as the quality control scheme.

Surt FARIDUL HAQ ANSARIL
May I know in what way the Gov-
ernment is giving aid to the shoe-
makers individually and to their
societies in Delhi?

Sert MANUBHAI SHAH,
dually we are giving them loans
through the Delhi Administration, but
most important is that we are trying
to provide them with modern slats
made of wood and other materials so
that shoes of higher quality are made,
and the productivity of small units,
even in small enterprises like the
cobbler’s shop, goes on increasing.

Surt DEOKINANDAN NARAYAN:
May I know, Sir, what steps are be-
ing taken to train the shoe-makers in
the rural areas so that they may com-
pete with producers in the cities?
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Sarr MANUBHAI SHAH: In the
whole technique they are so much
trained. It is their ancestral art and
technique that they have inherited it
through centuries. Actually, the
Indian shoe-maker does not need
much more training. Even then we
are having moving vans and have ins-
tituted various courses. Actually there
are several centres where the use of
modern appliances in shoe-making is
taught to these boys.

Surr DEOK.» YNDAN NARAYAN:
Is the Government satisfied that they
can compete with Bata and Flex?

Surt MANUBHAI SHAH: O, Yes.

Surr N, M. ANWAR: Since the
tanning industry is concentrated in
the State of Madras and there is so
much labour available for shoe-mak-
ing in that State, what steps have
Government taken to develop the
shoe making industry in that State?

Surt MANUBHAI SHAH: Like
everywhere else, as 1 sald, Madras
has an institute for leather and tann-
ing, and it is doing very good work.

Surr BHUPESH GUPTA: There are
great prospects, it seems, for export of
shoes. In fact, in many socialist coun-
tries I found that our shoes were very
popular, in Berlin, for example. May
I know, Sir, whether the Government
are taking adequate steps in this con-
nection to see that the benefit of this
export of shoes—as I said, it is an
expanding market-—should go to these
co-operatives and smal] men in places
like Agra and so on rather than their
being utilised by some big people at
the top as is being done now?

Surr MANUBHAILI SHAH: About
exports and foreign buyers, the House
would be glad to know that in the
Third Plan we propose to fix a target
of about 4 to 5 million pieces in place
of 2 to 3 million pieces in the Second
Plan, and it is our endeavour to give to
the decentralised sector a greater fillip
than the centralised sector.



