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SHrr D. P. KARMARKAR: Each of
the Community Development Block
had Rs. 50,000 and then the Planning
Commission had budgeted some
amount—sizeable amount—under de-
velopment schemes for village water
supply. Besides that we had an
amount of Rs. 28 crores for rural pipe
water supply of which a substantial
amount has been spent. As the Prime
Minister just now said, we are giving
top priority to this and we shall be
happy to allot as much as possible for
rural water supply.

~

Surimati SAVITRY DEVI NIGAM:
1 do not want to be told ‘A gsubs-
tantial amount has been spent’. I
want to know the actual amount
spent. I understand only very little
has been spent.

Surr D. P. KARMARKAR: Mere
emphasis does not reduce the amount.
A sum of Rs. 18 crores has been spent,
(Interruptions.) And that is not all.
We are going to spend something more
in the Third Five Year Plan,

Surt BHUPESH GUPT/: Sir, you
have seen how the Prime Minister has
dealt with this question and how the
Health Minister is dealing with it. I
suggest that such questions should be
dealt with a little more seriously and
with less frivolity,

SHRI JASWANT SINGH: The Prime
Minister just now stated that there is
an attempt to supply drinking water
to every village. In that case there
are villages where there is no drinking
water at all and water has to be
brought from a distance of 15 to 20
miles. While steps are taken to....

Mr, CHAIRMAN: The question re-
lated to Union Territories. The Prime
Minister replied that we should try to
srovide drinking water to every
village. ‘Every  village’ includes
villages in the Union Territories and
they are making attempts to provide
drinking water to every village in the
Union Territories.
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Surr D. P. KARMARKAR: Yes, Sir,
it will be done in due course.

*127 to *129. [The questioner (Shri
Niranjan Singh) was absent, For
answers, vide cols. 832-33 infra.]

SETTING UP OF MORE MECHANISED FARMS

£130 Surt JASWANT SINGHf:
"\ Ssrr P. N, RAJABHOJ:
Will the Minister of Foop AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose to
set up more mechanised farms on the
lines of the Suratgarh Farm;

(b) if so, whether the State Gov-
ernments have been approached in this
connection and what is their response;
and

(¢) whether there is any proposal
under Government’s consideration to
develop a buffalo breeding farm and a
cow breeding farm?

Tue DEPUTY MINISTER or AGRI-
CULTURE (Surt M. V. KRISHNAPPA):
(a) Yes, provided suitable sites are
available.

(b) State Governments were asked
to indicate the availability of conti-
guous blocks of land of 10,000 to
30,000 acres answering certain require-
ments. The Governments of Rajas-
than, Bombay, Andhra, Punjab,
Mysore, Orissa and Bihar have indi-
cated the availability of such blocks.
The suitability of these sites is under
consideration of the committee appoin-
ted in this connection,

(c) Yes.

SHrRr JASWANT SINGH: As we
know, the machinery for the Suratgarh
Farm was supplied by the Soviet
Union. Do we take it that in regard

¥The question was actually asked on
the floor of the House by Shri Jaswant
Singh. - 1 C



821 Oral Answers

to other farms also we will get free
farming machinery from other coun-
tries?

Sum1 M. V. KRISHNAPPA: No; we
are not expecting any gifts from any
country. This is just a plan to bring
some more area in India under mecha-
nised cultivation and have some more
farms in India on the model of the
Suratgarh Farm. If in the meanwhile
any friendly nation comes forward to
help us, it is a different matter.

Surt JASWANT SINGH: So far, we
are working this Suratgarh Farm with
the machinery supplied by the Soviet
Union. On what basis can we say
that this scheme of having a State-
owned mechanised farm will be suc-
cessful?

Surr M. V. KRISHNAPPA: In the
Suratgarh Farm though the machinery
is gifted machinery, we have taken
its value into account and we allow
every year depreciation on the machi-
nery at 10 per cent. After allowing
4 per cent interest on the capital and
2 per cent depreciation on the build-
ings and other things, we calculate
the profit and we have been able to
earn profits for the last two years. So
we say that such farms will be suc-
cessful in India.
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SHrr M. V. KRISHNAPPA: It is a
general question whether under Indian
conditions mechanised farms are suita-
ble. We also feel that under Indian
conditions we do not want to mecha-
nise Indian agriculture to the extent
that the hon. Member has in mind. But
we intend to have more mechanised
farms of the Suratgarh type—seed
farms—where we want to concentrate
on seed production.

Sar1 JASWANT SINGH: In regard
to part (¢) I would like to know
where the buffalo breeding farm is to
be established.

Sarr M. V., KRISHNAPPA: It will
be in the hon. Member’s province;
most probably in the same area from -
where the hon. Member comes. It
will be located somewhere in the
Rajasthan Canal area.

Surr JASWANT SINGH: My ques-
tion is this. I understand that this
buffalo breeding farm is to be estab-
lished somewhere else. When the
Suratgarh Farm was established, one
of the aims was that buffalo and cow
breeding farms would also be estab-
lished there. But it has not been
done. Has that proposal been dropped
so that they are established some-
where else?

Surr M. V. KRISHNAPPA: When
the Suratgarh Farm was thought of,
we never thought of making it a
buffalo or cow breeding farm. It was
to be a highly mechanised farm a
portion of which will be a composite
farm, where we will have animal hus-
bandry. For development of buffaloes
in this area we are going to have a
buffalo breeding farm in the Rajasthan
Canal area during the third Plan but
the actual location of it has not been
finalised.

Surr RAJENDRA PRATAP SINHA:
How does the yield per acre from the
Suratgarh Farm compare with the
average yield in India of the various
cereals?
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Surt M. V. KRISHNAPPA: I can
give figures for the last three years.
In the first year the average was 6
maunds per acre,

Surt RAJENDRA PRATAP SINHA:
Of what commodity?

SHr1 M. V. KRISHNAPPA: In the
second year it was 12 maunds and
in the third year it was 20 maunds
and provided we get irrigation for all
the areas we expect to go up to 30
maunds per acre whereas the average
yield for wheat in India is 11 to 12
maunds per acre. In Suratgarh, pro-
vided we get full irrigation when the
Rajasthan Canal will be ready and the
Bhakra system will be ready, we hope
to raise the per acre yield in that
area to 30 maunds whereas in the
neighbouring areas it will be about 15
to 20 maunds. That means with full
irrigation and with greater mechani-
sation we call raise the yield and we
can grow good seeds.

Surt RAJENDRA PRATAP SINHA:
May I know what percentage of the
Farm is irrigated today?

SHrI M. V. KRISHNAPPA: We have
only 3,000 acres under perennial irri-
gation and about 8,000 to 10,000 acres
have irrigation only during the rainy
season; that is non-perennial.

Surr N, M, LINGAM: Is the im-
proved yield due to better fertilisers
and seeds or is it due to mechanisa-
tion only? .

Surr M. V. KRISHNAPPA: This is
a new area; we have just opened up
the land. When we open up new land
for three or four years the yield will
be good. Now we are not applying
manure but we will have to apply
more manure hereafter,

SHRIMATI SAVITRY DEVI NIGAM:
Besides growing seeds, may I know
whether some experiments regarding
better ‘'methods of production are also
being made there?

Surt M. V. KRISHNAPPA: All
methods to enhance the yield per acre
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by improved seeds, improved imple-
ments, improved manuring, improved
agricultural practices, etc, will be tried
in the farm.

SuHr1 JAI NARAIN VYAS: Ig it in
the knowledge of the Government that
very few buffaloes are available in
the areas through which the Rajasthan
Canal would flow and therefore will
the Government think of setting up
cow farms there in place of buffalo
farms? :

SHRI M. V. KRISHNAPPA: That was
also considered when we thought of a
buffalo breeding farm in India, whe-
ther we should have one in the Third
Five Year Plan. We do not have a
buffalo breeding farm. Buffaloes
should not be neglected to that extent.
Though it was neglected, in spite of
Government’s neglect, it was coming
up in the Punjab. So, we thought
somewhere near the Ganga Canal area,
in the Ganganagar division, we should
locate the farm. About the suitability
of that area, it is left to the expert. I
am not an expert on buffaloes.
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