oral Answers

RAJYA SABHA
Monday, 4th May 1959

The House met at eleven of the *clock. MR.
CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

*236 and *237. [The questioner (Shri
Amolakh Chand) was absent. For answers,
vide cols. 1585—87 infra.]
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*238. SHRIMATI SEETA YUDHVIR: Will
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) the amount paid for the import of rice
during the year 1958; and

(b) the amount
involved in it?]
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t{THE MINISTER ofF FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE  (SHRIA. P. JAIN):
(a) Total Cost and Freight value of
rice imported in the year 1958  was
about Rs. IS’5 crores.

(b) About Rs. 16-5 crores.l
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of foreign exchange

+[] English translation. 13
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to Question  1534.
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SHRI V. PRASAD RAO: While some of the
producers from Andhra Pradesh are prepared
to sell rice, is it a fact that the Government has
failed to procure this amount of rice while so
much of foreign exchange is spent on
importing rice?

SHRI A. P. JAIN: There is a separate
question about Andhra Pradesh and if the hon.
Member puts this supplementary question
when that question comes, it will be better:

SHRI V. PRASAD RAO: Repeatedly it has
been brought to the notice of the Ministry that
the Andhra Pradesh Government is not
pursuing the policy that has been laid down
by the Centre for procurement .

MR. CHAIRMAN: Put a separate question.
This is about import of rice.

SHRI V. PRASAD RAO: While import is
allowed, local procurement is not taking
place. "

(No reply)

SHRI P. S. RAJAGOPAL NAIDU: May I
know from which countries this rice is
imported and at what price?

SHRI A. P. JAIN: From Burma and Viet
Nam. The price of Burma rice was, in 1958.
£32 per ton and the price of 6-6 thousand tons
of rice from Viet Nam was Rs. 30 ¢ 2 lakhs.

SHRI P. S. RAJAGOPAL NAIDU: Hew
does the price of imported rice compare with
the procured rice in the country?

SHRI A. P. JAIN: The figures about the
price of rice inside the country have been
given more than once and there is such a large
number of varieties that the details of prices
cover several pages.
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SHRI V. PRASAD RAO: What is the
amount of rice imported from the U.S.A., and
&\ what price?"

SHRT A. P. JAIN: Nothing in 1958.

SHRI T. S. AVINASHLINGAM
CHETTIAR: The cost of import is Rs. 18
crores and foreign exchange is Rs. 16 crores.
How is the other Rs. 2 terms of rupees.

SHRI A. P. JAIN: Firstly the freight paid on
the import of rice from Burma was not in
terms of foreign currency. Secondly, both the
cost and the freight for Viet Nam rice was paid
in terms of rupees.
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*239. SHRIMATI SEETA YUDHVIR: Will
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE be
pleased tOi state:

(a) whether the G&vernment of Andhra
Pradesh have- requested the Government of
India- that a part of the rice stored in the
Central'Government godowns be given to that
State for meeting the requirements of the cities
of Hyderabad and Secunderabad; and

tU English translation.
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(b) if so, how many tons of rice have been
asked for and' what steps have been taken in
this regard?]

to Questions

THE DEPUTY MINISTER oF FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE (SHRI A. M. THOMAS):: (a)
andi (b). Andhra Pradesh Government have
come up> recently with a request that the Gov-
ernment of India should supply 1 lakh tons-of
rice to enable them to maintain a reserve to
meet the State's requirements for distribution
during the-lean period. The request is under
consideration.
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SHRIV. PRASAD RAO:  While
Andhra Pradesh is said: to be surplus:, so far as
rice requirements are concerned, may I know
the reasons why one lakh tons are required I
from the * Centre?

SHRI A. P. JAIN: There are certain surplus
areas in Andhra Pradesh. There are other areas
which are deficit andi them there is the question
of the harvesting season and the lean season. In
order to equalise the supplies and the price, the
Andhra Pradesh Government wants some rice.
I may also say that I had recently some talks
with the Ministers and officials of Andhra
State and their latest proposal is that they may
be allowed to buy one lakh tons: of rice in that
State.

tf f Hindi translation.



