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SHRI MANUBHAI SHAH: It is too early to
say anything. Once the tmcks are
manufactured, we shall be in a position to
know the cost thereof.

Dr. H. N. KUNZRU: Was this project
approved of by the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry?

SHRI MANUBHAI SHAH: Yes, Sir, the
Government of India as a whole took the
decision, including the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry.

DRr. H. N. KUNZRU: The hon. Minister
has not answered my question. It is the
Commerce Ministry that is primarily
concerned with the manufacture of articles.
Has that Ministry approved of it? The Gov-
ernment of India may have overruled it.

SHRI MANUBHAI SHAH: I am saying that
the Ministry approved of it. That is how the
Government took the decision.

SHRI V. PRASAD RAO: Is it not a fact that
the benefit to the nation would have been
more if this manufacture had been taken up in
the public sector rather than in the private
sector?

SHRI MANUBHAI SHAH: Well, Sir, the
Defence Ministry wanted to manufacture
these trucks to meet army requirements and
the Government of India approved of this
scheme in the public sector.

PRICES OF INDIGENOUS CYCLE TYRES AND
TUBES

*347. MouLANA M. FARUQI: Will the
Minister of COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
prices of the various qualities of indi
genous cycle tyres and tubes have
been fixed by Government; and

(b) if so, what measures have been
taken or are proposed to be taken to
ensure that these are available to the
general consumers at controlled rates?
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THE MINISTER oF INDUSTRY (SHRI
MANUBHAI SHAH): (a) and (b) A statement is
laid on the Table of the House.

STATEMENT

(a) In October, 1955, the manufacturers
were asked to fix the price of cycle tyres and
tubes, on the basis of the recommendations
made by the Tariff Commission.

(b) The following measures have been
taken by Government to ensure fair prices to
general consumers:—

(1) The production of bicycle tyres and
tubes have been stepped up.

(2) When there was a shortage of
bicycle tyres and tubes in the
country, sufficient quantity was
imported to augment indigenous
production to the desired extent.

(3) Even now provision has been made
for granting permission to import
any specified banned sizes of tyres
and tubes on an ad hoc basis.

(4) Government have been taking up
the matter of ensuring supplies of
tyres and tubes at fair prices with
the manufacturers from time to
time. The manufacturers are en-
deavouring to see that the bicycle
tyres and tubes are sold at fair
prices by their dealers and
distributors.
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Dr. SHRIMATI SEETA PARMA-
NAND: Is Government aware that only
some of the licensed dealers are selling
them at controlled prices which they say
is about Rs. 6, but any number of tyres
are available in the mofussil towns at
higher rates, higher than even Rs. 7?

SHRI MANUBHAI SHAH: That is
precisely the question which I answered.
The production of tyres has far exceeded
the Second Five Year Plan target, that is,
even the target set for 1960-61. We have
licensed a capacity twice that number,
that is about 36 million tyres instead of
18 million tyres and production today is
even more than this figure but there is
selective preference for particular variety
which may be in short supply. If the hon.
Member has come across any complaint
and if she forwards that to us, we shall
try to look into the matter.

t[ ] Hindi transliteration.
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SHRI H. D. RAJAH: Consequent on the
over-production of tyres, has price become
cheaper so far as the consumer is concerned?

SHRI MANUBHAI SHAH: That is what I
have already said. In 1954, the price of a
certain type was Rs. 5-4-0 but the current
price is about Rs. 4-10 but this does not cover
all varieties. There are hundreds of varieties.
This is only an illustration.

PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION OF PAPER

*348. MOULANA M. FARUQI: Will the
Minister of COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY be
pleased to state the estimated annual
production and consumption of paper in the
country?

THE MINISTER ofF INDUSTRY (SHRI
MANUBHAI ~ SHAH) Production  and
consumption of paper and paper boards
excluding newsprint during #he year 1958
were about 251,000 tons and 265,000 tons
respectively.
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