RAJYA SABHA
Wednesday, the 3rd August, 2005/12 Sravana, 1927 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
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FTA with Thailand

T*141. SHRI MOTILAL VORA:TT
SHRI JANARDAN DWIVEDI:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY be pleased to state:
(a) the terms of Free Trade Agreement with Thailand,;

(b) whether it is also a fact that due to heavy reduction in the import duty
on 82 items imported from Thailand, the goods of Thailand are cheaper than that of
India;

(c) if so, the steps being taken by Government to save Indian industry from
closure; and

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
T1The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Shri Moti Lal Vora.
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(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (SHRI KAMAL
NATH): (a) India has not yet signed any Free Trade Agreement with
Thailand. However, on 9th October 2003 India and Thailand have signed only a
Framework Agreement for establishing a Free Trade Area (FTA). The key
elements cover FTA in Goods, Services and Investment, and other areas of
Economic Cooperation. The Framework Agreement also provides for an Early
Harvest Scheme (EHS) under which 82 common items have been agreed for
elimination of tariffs on a fast track basis.

(b) to (d): A statement is laid on the table of the House.
Statement

(b) to (d) The products covered under EHS are subject to the following tariff
reduction:

Period Tariff reduction on applied MEN tariff
rates as on 1st January 2004

1.9.2004—31.8.2005 50%

1.9.2005—31.8.2006 75%

1.9.2006 100%

The list of items under the Early Harvest Scheme has been finalised after
consultations with the administrative Ministries/Departments and the domestic
stakeholders. The tariff preferences would be available only for those products
which enjoy the 'originating status' as prescribed under the Rules of Origin
which are-integral part of the Free Trade Agreement. The Agreement also provides
for trade defence measures which an importing country can take recourse to. In case
of a surge in imports and injury to the domestic industry, a country is allowed
to take measures such as anti-dumping and safeguards.

i} 9} et AR Tt Sft, 7 55 Sft 7 3 ST # Bt
5 MR 3iR orSele & 9= # it eh ATIR IR T8I gall B, alfh dwrfetar
PR AT T &1 ARG FHMART HEIGT, S BIR b =TI 82 AU I
Usois W YRATY § IR RIRTeh BRI WRATY H Icare B dlet Sl Bl -
BIC SN 8, AN 8,4 S e fed arRi § A= /30 it | S
TS § fob AT MY 59 THR




RAJYA SABHA [3 August, 2005]

B PR ST PR TR FWIER PR A Yd 9 a1 Bl SADRI ot o b
SAFLING SN H M THR @t S avqe T gl 2,3 s ffor g
HIAT TSI IT S ATselS P TTA DI WRIGHA] TS 3R 997 TS ? H A
H3T ST A I I ST @rEdl g (b 9 SRiei SRR UR M9 SRR By,
FIT I 1S ATSere F HRITY H F R 37T o 8 T8 872

3 HHA TAREAR, ST 6 a9 H B8l & fd 9 ragar, 2003 H I8
T A18T goTl AT 3R $U& AF-IR T T1 T U8l SAPBI 3 Early
Harvest Scheme Tl $9 Early Harvest Scheme T BT @ PISET ?ﬁ
T,Re! S Reare f&ar SR $9a1 Ugd |1l 4 50 URAC el
Reaer faar SR, acerd 75 w=AT 3R 1 RIawR, 2006 9 3 82 s
HRA P 3R ATScie $ 55! Al TG SCT aoruR a1 SIRATI I8 Early
Harvest Scheme SH@®T 3T AT, THHT &1 AT, TSB! YA TawIR,2001
H,579 gg w1 Sft Uigels M 9,391 veE A@ER & 9= 6 98 wive |1
B3I AT,USP SATSC Ifeh?T U I T 2TI a9 2003 H 9 FHY & AT AT 3R
Mgl & Aoy WAl 7 39 W EeR 6y 9| I9F 918 ¥ 82 3gew o &,
[ AT ST DI G TS A Tl Bh, Sl FAR AGHaFaRd ©, o7
AT BT AN T&T SIS Bidl 8,994 Sigf AR &9l 8,59 &9dT Bl o9
BT, 82 A5+ Y by T 91 I 82 3MSTHY T 7 TR HIRT 31X A5l s

% IR Bl HIN B B

319 Sl SHPT GORT 31 8,39 U= =i 81 I8! 2, 1P I8 wwsiian, o
TR BIER fHd T M7l S1-T1 ATel § 36T Bl (ars dd b 3R sHdT
THIY B P |

3t ARl A ARTATY AR JRISd, w4 J3 Sf 9 H I
ST ATET § 1 A Sl 82 ATSSH ©,877 (oY AU Sl IR § Pe & 8, Sl
{5 ST BT P 1.9.2004 I 31.8.2005 T 50 U, 1.9.2005 A 31.8.2006
Tq® 75 TR 3R 1.9.2006 ¥ 100 TRINT-2AT$ IS BT il AT TS| MG, TS BT
3T IFP! &1 51 AT T HRAGY H Sl IR &, 37701 I8 Y o] o7 Ascls
H T8l &ToT B aX 4 31 5 Uferd 8,9Rd & A HF 4 $HH 13 Tfrerd 1 O aRy
11 DI &I H G g, R HRA $ ISR IT BIC STNTIRT, ATgers F
el AT BT GHIIAT BT AT Ih T I &8 B SIGN 2 &1 A1 HAT S
939 R AR fear 72

3t BHA AR, AT IS B IE 91 el 8, RSP Sl I8l
WA AT, MR BT 39 THR BT YSll GHSIT ST A g1 AT 3R R 31 A1

qre, ATgelS |




[3 August, 2005] RAJYA SABHA

BoTI| 31T PR BARI 281 8 b 89 YRR %, @R 89N Sl TSIl <91 -
ATd &1,BIMSTEC &l- 379 31U TR Bl IGHT aTE, T 84 $B 1 Wl gl &
IR B4 v Hear Wt 81 89N ST SN 8,89R SN Bl Sl &9 &, 49fasg 3
ST EHAR ST B &7 8,8 adl H¥eh I8 T fhar 97 € iR § w4
HEXI DI A1 ATEdT § (6 e IR |1l § 89T Ao ¥ <l Fafd 8,38
633 Ffera STl & o 855 fiferad Sierk ugan &l fUod A I8 855
fAferm STerR o1l AT 9w | $ET P 59 99ed & 918 B Al Bl
BSATE g8 2,38 91 Wl & [ o awqgy @19 | A1 3 o7 15, 89RT S
Ffcfhde ot AR 7,98 919 F21 2,390 I B | ST b J Fa
5 AT IIHT EHD! Bl T2T T 3R TUH TAR S W) U B, 97aen 8,3
SUANT B §Y AR =4l 9T 51 A1 &1 H A0 & DI A1 d1ed g
B4 9gd fId € & gART S AghaaRy daex &, ISR ST gan

2,394 AR Ga SUTeT MrfiehdT Bl

3t S Zadt vl Helea, w53l Sff & SR &1 S B Wi B, g
I & foh SHH U SiafaRie 81 81 U2 I8 & b STef S==i1 ugat dl per1 ® fb
# 5.0, T fE AEAN & 3 &F A B A 3 &F T &, 9N
EREIERINY

AR, U3 1 U Heayul 2T I8 o f...(aaem). .

it AUTIfY. T2 € BT B, UF & T2 DY) ..(TIEH)..

it STTEH fgadtas st o1 few=ar g

N AUTART:STI g & BT b guRT BT 81

2 STTe fFadhaR, St &1 Ry %1 &, 3 Sl A Ue T8l R &

gl

#t wumfad g 2R &1 0 Vs 2 9, ggd oy @l &
VeI, Ho

it BHA ARLAR, AT ASRT BT Sl U3 2,98 I8 o7 o e &rs
! g Udie aTe f&ar 2,59 Sta19 # #9 w81 o % MR 7 BIs [ W g
TiHe A1gH 8! fhan A1y-a1 sTard § #9 g8 ft w1 8, dife ae ge
P g TGN el 9y {6 i <fan wide &9+ |rsd fhar 8,51 dHifse
TiiHe g9 18 fhaT 2,396 U 31 Wi g8 WiHe § 3R SdT b 3T
3Tl BTIE ThIT 81 S 911 3T Sl 2,9 8-

FTA in goods, services, investment in areas of economic cooperation.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Alladi P. Rajkumar.

DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Sir, very recently, the
Premier of China visited India. There was a talk going around regarding the Free
Trade Agreement with China. What are the views of the Government in this regard?
Are we going to lose in such an agreement since China has acquired the status of a
manufacturing company for the world? Further, to enhance trade with China, what
are the land routes that have been opened up or are proposed to be opened?

The third part of my question is that some time back there were talks about
the Free Trade Agreement with Pakistan. What is the progress in that direction?
(Interruptions)....

sft wumfag w@was T8 81 You limit yourself to Thailand...

(Interruptions)...

STl 4. IFFHARHB g€ URHE R H3 HEley 1 $ET L ... (FaHM). .

MR. CHAIRMAN: If there is any question about the trade with Thailand, you
put the question.

2 HAA TR AR, H 7] SR < §, Sd I &b qgrda ] 2, Al
IE 91 o1 T 1 T am sorry. I will speak in English.

SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA SEKAR REDDY: No problem. He
understands Hindi.
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*142. [The questioner (Shri Shunmuga Sundram) was absent. For answer vide
page 33]

Declaration of NIFT as deemed University

*143. SHRILALITBHAI MEHTA: Will the Minister of TEXTILES be pleased
to state:

(@) whether the National Institute of Fashion Technology awards any degree to those
who complete four years' study successfully;

(b) to which university, the above Institute is affiliated;



