24581 Oral Answers

RAJYA SABHA
Tuesday 3rd March, 1959.

The House met at eleven of the
<lock, MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
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t{KuHARIF AND RABI CAMPAIGNS

*376. Surt NAWAB SINGH CHAU-
HAN: Will the Minister of Foop
AND AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose
to launch the Kharif campaign also
Yike the Rabi campaign; and

(b) what is the extent of additional
crops sown in the current Rabi Season
on account of the Rabi campaign as
compared to the previous Rabi
Crops?}
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+[Tae MINISTER or AGRICUL-
TURE (Dr. P. S. DeEsaMukH): (a)
Yes. Copies of the scheme giving an
outline of the Kharif Production

Campaign, 1959 are available in the
Library of the Sabha.

(b) The latest estimates received
from the States indicate an addl-
tional area of 2'44 million acres sown
to Wheat, Barley and Gram during
the current Rabi season as compared
to the previous Rabi season.]
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BomMBs FOUND ON RAmLway LINES AT
PaTHANKOT

*377. Surt  AMOLAKH CHAND:
Will the Minister of RamLways be
pleased to state:

(a) whether live and highly explo-
pive bombs were found on railway
lines at Pathankot; and

(b) if so, whether any investiga-
tions were made to find out as to how
these bombs found their way on rail-
way lines and with what results?

Tee DEPUTY MINISTER or RAIL-
WAYS (Suri SHaH Nawaz KHaN):
(a) and (b). No bombs were found
at the railway track at Pathankot.
There was an explosion at 21-15 hours
on 16th January, 1959 when the
Amritsar—Batala Pathankot Passenger
crossed mile No. 63 A departmental
Enquiry Committee who investigated
the incident came to the conclusion
that it was an act of sabotage by plac-
ing Booby Trap bombs under the
track, by some one with malicious
intention. The police are still investi-
gating.
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St AMOLAKH CHAND: May L
know, Sir, whether after this explo-
sion another bomb exploded on the
Pathankot line?

Surt SHAH NAWAZ KHAN: I am
not aware of that.

Sari AMOLAKH CHAND: May 1
know, Sir, whether another bomb ex-
ploded on the Central Railway—I am
sorry, Sir, not exploded but another
bomb was found on the Central Rail-
way between Jhansi and Lalitpur,
and, if so, whether any enquiry was
made?

SHr1 SHAH NAWAZ KHAN:
quiry was made.

En--
It was not a bomb.

Surr AMOLAKH CHAND: What
was it then?

Sarr SHAH NAWAZ XHAN: It
was a spent bullet sort of a thing.

Sim1 AMOLAKH CHAND: May 1.
know, Sir, whether some foreign
agents are planting these bombs or
missiles or what the hon. Deputy
Minister said, only in the cantonment
areas, that is, Pathankot cantonment
area, Babina cantonment area, to
create panic and loss to railway staff
and thus create confusion? Has any-
investigation been made and, if so,
with what result?

SHrI SHAH NAWAZ KHAN: An
enquiry was made by the Special.
Police and one or two railway officers
who were connected with this enquiry.
They came to the conclusion that this.
incident at Pathankot was a deliberate-
attempt at sabotage, but by whom, for
what purpose, they are still investigat-
ing.

Surt AMOLAKH CHAND: May 1
know, Sir, whether further investiga-
tions are going on to find out as to
who were responsible for placing
these bombs, and whether it is not
essential that if the railway authori-
ties are not able to find it out, the
C.ID. persons’ help from the Home-

! Ministry may be taken?

+[ 1Hindi transliteration.



