Oral Answers

(4) Flood lighting in the yard.— The
yard not being a marshalling yard, flood
lighting is not essential. Adequate lighting
facilities already exist in the yard and on
the transhipment platform. Goods tranship-
ment work is done during day time.
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(5) Increase in the strength oj the
licensed porters.—The matter is under
examination.

(6) Separate waiting room for 1st Class
passengers.—The traffic at the
station does not warrant this provision in
addition to the existing two Upper Class
waiting rooms, one for gents and the other
for ladies.

H) Extension of Platforms.—The
proposal is under investigation, as this
involves major alterations in the yard.

ELECTRIFICATION OF MADRAS-ARAKONAM
RAILWAY LINE

*559. SHRI P. S. RAJAGOPAL NAIDU:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether any representations were
made to the Minister and the Deputy Minister
of Railways during their recent visit to
Madras for the electrification of the Madras-
Arakonam railway line; and

(b) if so, what steps have been taken in
the matter?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER oF RAILWAYS
(SHRIS. V. RAMASWAMY): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The proposal is under investigation.

SHRI P. S. RAJAGOPAL NAIDU: May I
know, Sir, whether there was a similar
investigation before and if so what was the
estimate?

SHRI S. V. RAMASWAMY: There was a
similar investigation. The estimate was
somewhere about Rs. 9 crores. Now, the
Southern Railway has been asked to re-
examine the electrification of this section in
detail
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and submit proposals, with an estimate of
costs.

SHRI P. S. RAJAGOPAL NAIDU: May I
know what is the traffic density of both
passenger as well as goods between Madras
and Arakonam and how does it compare with
Madras and Villupurarn?

SHRI S. V. RAMASWAMY: The traffic
density between Madras and Arakonam, both
passenger and goods, is roughly three times
the traffic density between Madras and
Villupurarn.

SHRI P. S. RAJAGOPAL NAIDU: If the
traffic density between Madras and Arakonam
was three times, then why electrification was
ordered between Madras and Villupurarn first
as against Madras and Arakonam?

SHRI S. V. RAMASWAMY: It is more than
I can say, but it has been accepted by the
Planning Commission, though under the
memorandum which has been submitted to
Parliament in May they have recommended
the postponement of the electrification of the
Villupurarn line also to the Third Five Year
Plan.
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